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Anthony Young
Anthony (Tony) Young, age 84, died at home on 

January 21st , 2018 of natural causes, surrounded by his 
family who loved him dearly.

Born  May 26  1933  in  Quincy,  MA,  he  attended 
Westford  Academy,  in  Westford,  MA and  graduated  in 
1951. Upon graduation, Tony enlisted in the United States 
Navy and served active duty until 1955, attaining the rank 
of  Communication  Technician  Second  Class.  

On  Oct  15,  1955,  he  married  Elaine  Sivilich,  of 
Pond  Hill,  PA.  Tony  and  Elaine  lived  in  Arlington,  VA, 
Burgundy Village, VA, and Lexington, KY, before moving to 
Bowie, MD in 1963, where he resided for the remainder of 
his life. He worked for IBM for 32 years, until  retiring in 
1987.

Tony was an active member of St. Pius X Parish, 
serving over the years as both Chairman and member of 
the  Parish  Council,  Lector,  Choir  Member,  and  Teller.  

Tony  also  served  on  PG  County  Foster  Care 
Review  Board,  and  volunteered  at  the  Bowie  Senior 
Center and at the National Capital  Radio and Television 
Museum.

Tony will  especially  be  remembered  as  an  avid 
Amateur  Radio  enthusiast  and  member  of  the  Anne 
Arundel  Radio  Club, 
having served as the club 
president, club secretary, 
club  treasurer,  and 
having  taught  various 
classes  over  the  years. 
He  also  served  as  the 
coordinator  for  the  Mid-
Atlantic  Radio  Club's 
widow's  assistance 
program,  to  assist  in  selling  the  gear  of  ham  radio 
equipment on behalf of widows/widowers whose spouses 
had passed away.

Survivors include his wife, Elaine Young, of Bowie, 
MD, his son, David Young and his wife Sarah, of Linthicum 

Heights, MD, and his son Kevin Young and his wife Lisa, of 
Bowie, MD, and 5 grandchildren, Mark, Kaitlyn, Eleanor, 
Elizabeth, and Rachel.

“In  1996,  Tony  became  one  of  my  first  ham 
radio mentors.  When he heard on the ‘Holly Net’ that I 
wanted  to  get  on  HF,   he  contacted  me  on  the  2M 
repeater and I went over to his place.

He then made me a deal on a SK's HF rig, a 
Ten Tec Scout 555.  That motivated me to learn and 
pass the Tech+ exam and 5WPM CW.  When I passed 
my upgrade,  I  made my first  HF  contact  on  10m to 
Germany.

Soon after Tony found me a tower to take down 
for a widow of a SK.  When I climbed the tower with 
K3XZ, we saw two more large tall towers.  K3XZ and I 
went  over  and  introduced  ourselves  and  met  world 
renowned DXer and Contestor Fred/K3ZO!

Tony's key was a bug, and man he could swing.
Tony, thank you.

73s
Doug NA1DX

I’m really sorry to hear that Tony is ill. He was 
a driving force in AARC during the ‘80s and early ‘90s 
and was a great facilitator of many good things. Among 
other services to the ham community, he provided me 
a lot of support in starting and maintaining the Bowie 
High School ARC. 

  Tony was always a cheerful, pleasant voice 
on the morning net as well as around the club and we 
OTs  have  been  honored  to  have  him  as  a  friend. 
Please forward my warm wishes to him; I don’t have 
any other contact info.

 
Tom / K3ORC
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VE Testing Schedule        

                                          
Second Saturday of each month – 
Noon – AARC – Rick Steers / AB3XI 

testing@w3vpr.org
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI   443-310-4907  web site is 
tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers  

  To all exams bring:
• Picture ID
• Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)
• ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 

radio license
ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element 
credits (eg., FCC letters, old licenses or 
unexpired Certificates of Successful 
Completion of Examination-CSCE)
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W1AW  2018 
Winter Operating Schedule

ARLB001 W1AW 2018 Winter Operating Schedule

Morning Schedule:

Time                  Mode     Days 
-------------------   ----     --------- 
1400 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWs      Wed, Fri 
1400 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWf      Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST)
1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST)

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2100 UTC   (4 PM EST)    CWf        Mon, Wed, Fri 
2100  "              "               CWs        Tue, Thu
2200  "        (5 PM EST)    CWb        Daily
2300  "        (6 PM EST)    DIGITAL  Daily 
0000  "        (7 PM EST)    CWs        Mon, Wed, Fri 
0000  "                "              CWf        Tue, Thu
0100  "        (8 PM EST)    CWb        Daily
0200  "        (9 PM EST)    DIGITAL  Daily 
0245  "     (9:45 PM EST)  VOICE     Daily 
0300  "      (10 PM EST)    CWf        Mon, Wed, Fri 
0300  "               "               CWs       Tue, Thu
0400  "      (11 PM EST)     CWb       Daily
  
                         Frequencies (MHz) 
                         ----------------- 
CW: 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675 
28.0675 50.350 147.555
DIGITAL: - 3.5975 7.095 14.095 18.1025 21.095 28.095 
50.350 147.555
VOICE: 1.855 3.990 7.290 14.290 18.160 21.390 28.590 
50.350 147.555

Notes: 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 
WPM
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 
and 10 WPM  
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs 
and CW bulletins.

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 
in a revolving schedule.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source 
of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice 
and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM 
EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are 
sent on the regular digital frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular 
bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 
0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays.

Audio  from  W1AW's  CW  code  practices, 
CW/digital bulletins and phone bulletin is available using 
EchoLink  via  the  W1AW  Conference  Server  named 
"W1AWBDCT."  The monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs are 
presented

here as well.  The audio is sent in real-time and 
runs  concurrently  with  W1AW's  regular  transmission 
schedule.

All  users  who connect  to  the  conference  server 
are muted.  Please note that any questions or comments 
about this server should not be sent via the "Text" window 
in EchoLink. Please direct any questions or comments to 
w1aw@arrl.org.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW 
for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Digital at 
15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

  
All  licensed  amateurs  may  operate  the  station 

from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and 
then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) 
Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC 
amateur radio license or a photocopy.

The  W1AW  Operating  Schedule  may  also  be 
found on page 90 in the January 2018 issue of QST or on 
the web at,http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule .

Please note W1AW is now active on 50.350 MHz 
for  all  its  CW  practice,  and  CW,  digital,  and  phone 
bulletins.
Used with permission ARRL Bulletin 1  ARLB001,   ARRL Headquarters, 
Newington CT  January 2, 2018
  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Licensing Classes at AARC

Technician License Class. 
     [ https://www.w3vpr.org/node/334 ]
Our  next  AARC  6  week  training  class  begins 
March  3.  Please  check  the  Training  page  for 
details.

General License Class. 
     [ https://www.w3vpr.org/node/335 ]
Our  next  General  License  Class  will  begin  April 
21st.  It is not to early to preregister. Details are on 
the Training page.

Contact:  Keith Miller, AE3D, Training

https://www.w3vpr.org/node/335
https://www.w3vpr.org/node/334
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
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               From the Desk of 
                   the Secretary

In  case  you  don't  know  I  have  been  trying  to 
revamp the website.  And one of the things I most wanted 
to include were some decent pictures. 

But for that, I need your help.
I have lots of Field Day pictures, and license class 

pictures  from the last  few  years,  but  not  much else.  I 
need  pictures  of  meetings  in  the  clubhouse,  the  shack, 
public  service  events,  the  various  repeaters  (including 
those filters  on the wall),  events like  the AARC working 
Winter  Field  Day  and  the  Maryland  QSO  Party,  some 
shots  of  the  MESH  group,  the  Kitbuilding  and 
Troubleshooting Workshops,  people taking their exams in 
the clubhouse, members learning Morse Code, pictures of 
the Boards past and present, membership group pictures, 
and maybe some pictures of  our ARES/RACES folks in 
action at their events like National

Night Out.  I could even use some pictures of our 
club  members  from  1951  to  1992  to  go  with  our  club 
history.  And what about Fox Hunt pictures?  I don't even 
have a page for that yet.  Anyone got any old snapshots 
from Chesapeake Appreciation Days?

The idea is to find pictures that clearly display the 
people, the activity, the events or equipment that our web 
site talks about.  And most of us can tell  a good picture 
from a bad  one.  So you don't  have  to  send  me every 
picture you took, just the ones you think I might be able to 
use.   Now its no guarantee I'll use it, cause I may get too 
many  on  one  topic  and  not  enough  on  another....  but 
regardless.... any pictures you send me will be appreciated 
by me.  The idea here is to make our   website one that the 
general  public  will  find  interesting and compelling.  Just 
like the old saying, "A picture is worth 1000 words."

If you have any in digital format, please feel free to 
email them to me, zipped or unzipped.  They need not be 
big.  Remember  a  lot  of  monitors  are  only  1200  pixels 
across.  Just use "Pictures" as a Subject so my email filter 
knows what  to do with  them.  If  they are of  the printed 
variety, and you can part with them for a couple weeks, I 
can take them home between meetings and scan them. 

PS:  Right now I am kicking myself for not taking 
pictures back in the 1980's. 

73s...
Keith Miller, AE3D
Club Secretary
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Thousands Getting Their Grids On!
And they're off! New Year's Day January 1 (UTC) 

marked the opening day for the ARRL International Grid 
Chase 2018 (IGC). Among those hitting their grids running 
was  newly  minted  General-class  operator  Katie 
Thompsen, KI7HCX, of Mt. Vernon, Washington, who used 
the occasion to embark on the Chase and to get on HF for 
the  first  time  using  her  own  call  sign.  The  11-year-old 

comes from a ham radio family. Her dad, Todd, is W7TAO, 
while her older brothers are Mason, K7MWT, 15 --  who 
upgraded  to  Amateur  Extra  at  the  examination  session 
where  his  sister  upgraded  to  General  --  and  Tanner, 
K7TMT, 13.

"She  called 
CQ Grid Square Chase 
on 20 meters and very 
quickly  made  44 
contacts," her dad told 
ARRL.  "She was  very 
excited to work her first 
pileup  and  even  had 
two Japanese stations 
QSO  with  her.  She's 
anxious  to  continue 
participating in the grid 
square  chase."  Todd 
Thompsen  said  all 
three  young  radio 
amateurs  are  looking  forward  to  participating  in  Rookie 
Roundup in April.

The IGC is off to a rousing start, with some 6,400 
participants from around the globe already showing up on 
the  Leader Board as of the morning of January 4. Point 
totals  for  the  International  Grid  Chase  are  shown  for 
confirmed contacts only, and, while the leader boards are 
not  based  on  real-time  data,  they  are  updated  several 
times a day. All contacts on all bands except 60 meters are 
valid for Grid Chase credit, provided both stations upload 
their  logs  to  Logbook  of  The  World  (LoTW)  and  get  a 
match.

The 
objective  of  the 
year-long  event  is 
to  work  stations  in 
as  many  different 
Maidenhead  grid 
squares  as 
possible,  and  then 
upload your logs to 
LoTW.

Each  new 
grid  square  contact  confirmed  through  LoTW  will  count 
toward  your  monthly  total.  Stations  do  not have  to 
exchange grid  squares  for  a  valid  contact,  although it's 
anticipated that many operators will do so. Some rare grid 
squares will be in demand. How about yours? Get on the 
air, and get behind your grid! If you can, get out there, and 
activate the scarce ones.

Members  of  the  Marconi  Cape Cod Radio  Club 
KM1CC at the Cape Cod National Seashore will activate 
rare grid square FN51 January 18-19 for the International 
Grid Chase.

Complete  details  of  the  ARRL International  Grid 
Chase  2018  appeared  in  the  December  2017  issue  of 
QST.  For  more  information,  contact the  ARRL Contest 
Branch.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 4, 2018
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Katie Thompsen, KI7HCX. [Todd 
Thompsen, W7TAO, photo]
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Repeaters and Nets
2 Meter Repeaters 

Location Frequency Tone Notes

Davidsonville 147.105+ 107.2 AARC Repeater with morning traffic net.

Glen Burnie 147.075+ 107.2 AARC repeater Located in Northern AA County.

BrandyWine 147.150+ 114.8 SMARC Repeater.

Prince Frederick 145.350- 156.7 SPARC/CARC Repeater.

Laurel 147.225+ 156.7 Laurel ARC Repeater.

Millersville 146.805- 107.2 Repeater.

1.25 Meter Repeaters 

Location Frequency Tone Notes

Davidsonville 223.880- 107.2 AARC 1.25M repeater *check to see if tied into 7.105...

Millersville 224.560- 107.2 AARC repeater Located in Northern AA County.

70cm Repeaters 

Location Frequency Tone Notes

Davidsonville 444.400+ 107.2 AARC 70 cm Repeater.

Annapolis 442.300+ 107.2 AARC 70 cm repeater 

Laurel 442.500+ 156.7 Laurel ARC 70 cm Repeater.

Millersville 449.125- 107.2 Maryland   Mobileers Repeater.

Upper Marlboro 443.600+ 103.5 SMARC 70 cm Repeater.

Packet Stations 

Location Frequency Call Notes

Davidsonville 145.050 W3VPR AARC Club packet node running JNOS

Davidsonville 145.010 W3VPR-5 Digipeter Relay to EOC Winlink

Millersville 145.010 W3AAC-5 Digipeter Relay to EOC Winlink

Glen Burnie 145.010 W3AAC-10 EOC Winlink system and digipeter

Amateur Radio nets 

Name Frequency  (in Mhz) Day Time

Morning Commuter Net 147.105+   PL 107.2 Weekdays 0600

AARC Talk Net 147.105+   PL 107.2 Wednesday 2000

AA County ARES Net 146.805-    PL 107.2 Sunday 2000

Baltimore Traffic Net 146.670- Daily 1830

Boating Net 146.805-    PL 107.2 Wednesday 1930

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 3.920 Daily 1800

Maryland-DC-Delaware Traffic Net 3.643 Daily 1900 and 2200

Maryland Slow Net 3.563 Daily 1930

React Net 442.300+   PL 107.2 1st Sunday 1930

We use simplex 146.430 Mhz  frequently enough that you should probably program that into your 
HT or mobile. This is the go-to frequency for many 5K race/walk volunteering efforts, local 
communication, Field Day setup, and the like when we're not using a repeater.

                                                                                                                                                                

http://w3vpr.org/web/20150426012414/http://www.bdb.com/~msn/
https://sites.google.com/site/marylandmobileers/repeaters
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A New DXCC Criteria

Starting after the ARRL Board meeting today (January 20, 
2018) a new DXCC criterion will be added to Section II for 
Political Entities (point 1).
Currently there are three criteria for Political Entities. If any 
one  of  the  following  three  criteria  are  met  the  entity 
qualifies as a Political Entity on the DXCC list:
     1 United Nations Member State
     2 Prefix is on ITU callsign prefix block
     3 "The entity contains a permanent population, is 

administered by a local government, and is located 
at least 800 km from its parent. 

To satisfy the "permanent population"  and "administered 
by a local government" criteria of this sub-section,an Entity 
must be listed on either 
     (a) the U.S. Department of State's list of  Dependencies 

and Areas of Special Sovereignty" 
(https://www.state.gov/s/inr/rls/10543.htm) as 
having a local "Administrative Center," or 

     (b) the United Nations list of "Non-Self-Governing 
Territories. (http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/ 
nonselfgovterritories.shtml)"

The new criterion,  which goes into effect  after the BOD 
meeting, will be if the potential entity is a member society 
of  the  IARU  (http://www.iaru.org/member-societies.html) 
and  is  listed  on  the  United  States  Department  of  State 
Independent  States  of  the  World  list 
(https://www.state.gov/s/inr/rls/4250.htm). The Entity must 
be on both lists in order to qualify as a Political Entity. QRX 
for the exact timing that the new rule will go into effect.

Bernie McClenny, 
W3UR
Editor of: The Daily DX (1997-2017)
           The Weekly DX (2001-2017)
           How's DX? (1999-2017)

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Amendment to ARRL DXCC Rules 
Expands DXCC List

The ARRL Board of Directors approved a motion 
to amend the DXCC Rules, when it  met January 19-20. 
Section  II,  Subsection  1  of  the  DXCC  Rules  now  will 
include a new Subsection (d): The entity has a separate 
IARU member society and is  included on the US State 
Department Independent States in the World.

"The  discussion 
during the Board meeting 
and  the  rule  change  did 
not  address  any  specific 
entity,"  ARRL  Radiosport 
Manager  Norm  Fusaro,  W3IZ,  said.  "The  amendment 
could  allow some additions to  the current  DXCC List  of 
entities.  It's  a good thing not  only for  DXCC, but  for  all 
active hams."

Effective  on  January  21  at  0000  UTC,  the 
Republic of Kosovo (Z6) was added to the DXCC List of 
current  entities,  increasing  the  total  number  of  current 
DXCC entities to 340. Nothing is retroactive, Fusaro said. 

A new Logbook of The World (LoTW) TQSL configuration 
file  (v.11.4)  has  been  released  to  accommodate  the 
addition.

Kosovo's  IARU  member  society  SHRAK 
Headquarters station Z60A now is active on several bands 
with  multiple  guest  operators,  marking  the  10th 
anniversary of Kosovo's independence in February 2008.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 25, 2018
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

DXCC Using FT8

Denny  Berg,  WB9MSM,  of  Watertown, 
Wisconsin, has achieved his goal of completing DXCC 
using  the  new  FT8  digital  mode. It  took  him  just  4 
months. "I can tell all of you that this mode is spreading 

like wildfire throughout all the 
HF  bands,"  Berg  told  The 
Daily DX. "I have also noticed 
that most of these FT8ers use 
Logbook of The World (LoTW) 
for their confirmation process." 
Berg, an ARRL member, said 
his  current  DXCC  count 
stands  at  104  entities,  all 
confirmed via LoTW. He said 
he was able to work all states 

on FT8 in about 6 weeks of  operating.  A radio amateur 
since  1970,  Berg  was  among  the  stations  activating 
W1AW/9 from Wisconsin during the ARRL Centennial in 
2014. -- Thanks to The Daily DX

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 11, 2018

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Hamvention® 2018  tickets  are  now  available 
online. "Both Inside Exhibits and Flea Market committees 
are working hard to have space sales open as soon as 
possible,"  said  Hamvention  spokesperson  Henry 
Ruminski, W8HJR. 

Hamvention 2018 will take place May 18-20 at the 
Greene County Fairgrounds and  Expo Center  in  Xenia, 
Ohio. Tickets are $22 in advance, and $27 at the gate and 
good for all 3 days. In addition to Hamvention admission, 
tickets cover parking, all testing sessions, all forums and 
speakers, and prize drawings.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 4, 2018
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Radio Amateurs Track 
Major East Coast Winter Storm
WX1BOX,  the  Amateur  Radio  Station  at  the 

National  Weather  Service  (NWS)  office  in  Taunton, 
Massachusetts, joined numerous  SKYWARN nets across 
New England in activating for an early-January nor'easter 
that brought significant coastal flooding, damaging winds -- 
with hurricane-force wind gusts downing trees and power 
lines -- and heavy snow accumulations to the region. The 
eastern coast of New England experienced high snowfall 
rates,  whiteout  conditions,  and  even  "thunder  snow."  A 
dramatic  drop  in  barometric  pressure  generated  a  so-
called "bomb cyclone."

WX1BOX  was 
active  for  16.5  hours, 
supporting  data 
gathering for the NWS. 
Local  and  state 
emergency  managers, 
broadcast  media,  and 
other  agencies  also 
used these reports for 
situational  awareness 
during the storm and to 
assess  the  need  for 
any  later  recovery 
efforts.

"A  widespread 
8 to 18 inches of snow 
fell  across  southern 
New  England  away 
from  Cape  Cod  and 
the  Islands.  There 

were reports of thunderstorms with snowfall rates in the 2 
to 3 inches per hour range," said Rob Macedo, KD1CY, 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Assistant  Section  Emergency 
Coordinator and NWS Taunton SKYWARN liaison. "Wind 
gusts between 70 and 76 MPH were recorded over Cape 
Cod and the Islands, and wind gusts in the 40-70 MPH 
range  were  common  across  the  rest  of  southern  New 
England."

Macedo said the severe and widespread coastal 
flooding in some eastern Massachusetts locations was at 
the higher end of coastal flood events experienced in the 
last 10 years or so.

WX1BOX posted a report, with details on snowfall 
amounts,  winds,  coastal  flooding,  wind  damage,  and 
photos and videos from the storm on its Facebook page.

Cape Cod Amateur Radio 
Emergency  Service  (ARES)  was 
active  at  the  Barnstable  County 
Mutual  Aid  Coordination  Center 
(MACC),  convening 
ARES/SKYWARN  nets  and 
providing  wind  damage  and 
coastal  flood  reports  from  their 
region.  For  the  most  part,  Cape 
Cod and the Islands received rain, 
which was followed by a period of 
snow  as  temperatures  dropped. 

The resulting "flash freeze" conditions led to dangerously 
icy roadways.  Damaging winds causing scattered power 
outages and coastal flooding were the biggest problems, 
with  an  inch  or  two  of  rainfall  in  the  area.  Staffing  the 
station  was  Cape  Cod  ARES  District  Emergency 
Coordinator  Frank  O'Laughlin,  WQ1O,  and  Tom  Wruk, 
KB1QCQ.

The  Peabody  Emergency  Operations  Center 
(EOC) was active on the Massachusetts North Shore, and 
the EOC served as a net control point for SKYWARN nets 
in the North Shore area. Coastal flooding reports from the 
North  Shore  and  surrounding  areas  and  snowfall  totals 
were relayed to WX1BOX and other agencies from their 
nets.  Staffing the EOC station were  North  Shore ARES 
DEC Jim Palmer, KB1KQW; Matt Knowles, KC1AEI, and 
Dave Pais, N1VSI.

At  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  ARES 
section  level,  ARES 
went  on  standby  for 
any  agency  needs  or 
to  support  any  local 
ARES  activations  by 
Eastern 
Massachusetts  ARES 
SEC  Marek  Kozubal, 
KB1NCG.  Local  nets 
were  active  on 
approximately  10 
different  repeaters 
across  the  NWS 

Taunton coverage area. The  New England Echolink/IRLP 
reflector  system was  also  active,  with  reporting  stations 
from across New England, supplemented by a tie-in to the 
conference node typically used by the VoIP Hurricane Net.

An  offer  of  assistance  came  from  members  of 
Illinois SKYWARN, including a team member who handles 
SKYWARN for WX9LOT, the Amateur Radio station at the 
NWS Chicago/Romeoville office. Debby Gray, WX9VOR, 
and  Joe  Perry,  K9JPP,  assisted  by  monitoring  Echolink 
and  supported  data  entry  of  snowfall  reports  from  the 
region.

"This  demonstrated  a  'virtual  EOC'  approach  to 
storm monitoring utilizing out-of-area resources to support 
a  storm  incident  with  local  personnel  providing  local 
perspective," Macedo said.

Operators at WX1GYX, the Amateur Radio station 
at  the Gray,  Maine, NWS Office, were active all  day on 
January 4, gathering reports from various sources via 2-
meter FM, DMR, and HF. Tim Watson, KB1HNZ, and Eric 
Emery, KC1HJK, handled net control duties, with support 
from Waylon  McDonald,  KC1HJN,  and  members  of  Mt. 
Washington  Valley  ARES.  --  Thanks  to  Rob  Macedo,  
KD1CY, and Tim Watson, KB1HNZ
Used with permission XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Flooding on Nantucket Island off the 
coast of Massachusetts. [Burton 
Balkind, KB1VBD, photo]

MORSE CODE CLASS WED NIGHTS AT THE 
AARC AT 7:00 PM

Rob Macedo, KD1CY, Eastern 
Massachusetts Assistant Section 
Emergency Coordinator and NWS 
Taunton SKYWARN liaison at 
WX1BOX. [Ben Sipprell photo]

http://new-eng.com/
http://new-eng.com/
http://ares.ema.arrl.org/
http://ares.ema.arrl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wx1box/
http://www.wx1box.org/node/4021
http://www.skywarn.org/
http://www.wx1box.org/


The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at newsletter@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after 

the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$30 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P. M. Daily
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Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive a commission for every new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.  Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:

Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed 
membership (of two years or more).
Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even before 
their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

       

Mark Your   
     Calendars

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Club Meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays  of  the  month  from  7:30  to  9PM  at  the 
clubhouse  located  at  the  Davidsonville  Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD

Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the 
Month  -  Check  in  at  Noon,  Exams  at  1PM  -  At  the 
clubhouse - Contact Steve/K3BAY k3bay@w3vpr.org

Weekly  AARC  2-Meter  Net on  147.105 
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every 
Wednesday at 8 PM - All Welcome

2 meter Morning  Commuter Net on  147.105 
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every 
morning 6:30 am to 9:00 am.

EVENT SCHEDULE

Thursday, February 1, 7:30pm
      AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Saturday, February 3, 8:30am
      Frostfest (see Upcoming Hamfest) 
Wednesday, February 7, 7:00pm
      Morse Code Class
Thursday, February 8, 7:30pm
      AARC board meeting
Saturday, February 10, 12:00pm
      AARC Free License Exams 
Sunday, February 11, 1:00pm
      AARC Mesh Networking group, at 1 to 4 PM at the  
      clubhouse
Wednesday, February 14 ;7:00pm
      Morse Code Class
Thursday, February 15 7:30pm
     AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Wednesday, February 21 7:00pm
     Morse Code Class
Sunday, February 25.,1:00pm
     AARC Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair, at 1 
      to 4 PM at the clubhouse
Wednesday, February 28, 7:00pm
      Morse Code Class
                                                                                        

mailto:k3bay@w3vpr.org


AARC Two-Meter Net Controller Schedule — 2018

                                                                                                                                                                           

01/03/18 KB3ZYO Rich 07/04/18 K3MAW Mike
01/10/18 KB3MUV Raven 07/11/18 AA3EB Ed
01/17/18 K3ACT Chuck 07/18/18 KB3ZYO Rich
01/24/18 W3KNH Jamison 07/25/18 KB3MUV Raven
01/31/18 KB3YQK Tim

08/01/18 K3ACT Chuck
02/07/18 K3MAW Mike 08/08/18 W3KNH Jamison
02/14/18 AA3EB Ed 08/15/18 KB3YQK Tim
02/21/18 KB3ZYO Rich 08/22/18 K3MAW Mike
02/28/18 KB3MUV Raven 08/29/18 AA3EB Ed

03/07/18 K3ACT Chuck 09/05/18 KB3ZYO Rich
03/14/18 W3KNH Jamison 09/12/18 KB3MUV Raven
03/21/18 KB3YQK Tim 09/19/18 K3ACT Chuck
03/28/18 K3MAW Mike 09/26/18 W3KNH Jamison

04/04/18 AA3EB Ed 10/03/18 KB3YQK Tim
04/11/18 KB3ZYO Rich 10/10/18 K3MAW Mike
04/18/18 KB3MUV Raven 10/17/18 AA3EB Ed
04/25/18 K3ACT Chuck 10/24/18 KB3ZYO Rich

10/31/18 KB3MUV Raven
05/02/18 W3KNH Jamison
05/09/18 KB3YQK Tim 11/07/18 K3ACT Chuck
05/16/18 K3MAW Mike 11/14/18 W3KNH Jamison
05/23/18 AA3EB Ed 11/21/18 KB3YQK Tim
05/30/18 KB3ZYO Rich 11/28/18 K3MAW Mike

06/06/18 KB3MUV Raven 12/05/18 AA3EB Ed
06/13/18 K3ACT Chuck 12/12/18 KB3ZYO Rich
06/20/18 W3KNH Jamison 12/19/18 KB3MUV Raven
06/27/18 KB3YQK Tim 12/26/18 K3ACT Chuck



W1AW active on 6 meters 
W1AW  active  on  6  meters  for  all  its  scheduled 

transmissions; signal reports welcome.
W1AW is now QRV on 50350 kHz for all its regular 

CW  code  practice,  and  CW,  digital,  and  phone  bulletin 
transmissions.

In  addition  to  providing  regularly  scheduled 
transmissions on 6  meters,  another  goal  is  to  act  as  a 
beacon on 6 meters, especially from the Northeast US.

Signal reports are welcome via an online page at, 
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw_6m_srp .  Reports may also be 
mailed to W1AW at, w1aw@arrl.org.

Used with permission ARRL Bulletin 2  ARLB002 ARRL Headquarters  
Newington CT  January 2, 2018
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MARYLAND DC  SECTION TRAFFIC 
MANAGER'S REPORT 

 MDC NTS NETS: 

MEPN  1712  W3YVQ  QND/31  QNI/452  QTC/86 
MINS/1020 
BTN 1712 AB3WG QND/31 QNI/442 QTC/65 MINS/655 
MDD 1712 AA3SB QND/62 QNI/306 QTC/165 MINS/841 
MSN 1712 W8CPG QND/31 QNI/113 QTC/53 MINS/624 

PSHR: W3CB 150,  KK3F 140,  W3YVQ 135,  K3IN 110, 
AA3SB 100, WB3FTQ 95, NI2W 94, N3ZOC 90, KC3HWU 
80, AB3WG 74, KB3LFG 31; 

TFC:  KK3F 2986,  K3IN 185,  W3YVQ 133,  AA3SB 115, 
WB3FTQ  102,  KC3HWU  95,  N3ZOC  89,  W3CB  76, 
AB3WG 31, NI2W 24, KB3LFG 9 

HF PROPAGATION 

MEPN TIME CHANGES AGAIN - 30 MINUTES EARLIER 
 1700L NET CALL, 1630L PRE-NET, JAN 06 2018 

As the  month  of  December  progressed,  the  HF 
NVIS  propagation  on  MEPN  (3820  KHz)  began  to  fail 
more  often  by 1715L due to  the MUF falling below 3.8 
MHz An E-layer allowed NVIS communications to continue 

with weak signals a bit  later some nights.  On Saturday, 
January 6, the MEPN moved the formal net call to 1700L 
with the pre-net at 1630L (allowing liaison with the WVA 
Net which moved its formal call to 1700L). EchoLink reps 
will be called as soon after 1700L as practical. This winter 
schedule will likely last until the switch back to EDT. 

MDD CW CYCLE 4, EARLY AND LATE 
Many  0000Z  and  some  0300Z  MDD  sessions 

began to see very weak signals in-state. When the MUF 
falls below 80 meters by 1730L, it is typical that we will see 
the most degradation for the first hour after sunset. The 
MUF  bottoms  out  for  30  minutes  to  an  hour  and  then 
begins to recover a bit. Many nights in December the early 
session  had  no  prop,  but  recovered  enough  to  be  just 
above  the  80  meter  CW  segment  of  the  band  for  late 
MDD. Some nights  the band went  "long"  early  and just 
stayed that way. Again, if an E-layer persists beyond 3.6 
MHz,  NVIS  propagation  may  be  acceptable  for  those 
hours.  Communications  was  tested  successfully  across 
the  state  in  early  January  using  160  meters  on  nights 
when there was no prop on early MDD. 

Some nets survive loss of NVIS skip by using NCS 
or relay stations a thousand miles away, or by migrating to 
160m. Stay tuned. Check out your ability to get on 160m in 
case  MEPN or  MDD needs  to  make  a  move  there  on 
unusually difficult nights. Root for cycle 25. 

MDC RADIOGRAMS AND OTHER MESSAGING 

 Outlets in each ARES® jurisdiction are needed for 
daily  Radiogram  and  Radio-email  traffic  for  served 
agencies, and also for messaging welcoming new hams to 
the Amateur Service. Join the MEPN, BTN, or MDD nets 
daily to find out more about how to contribute. 

BTN LOCAL NTS TRAFFIC AND TRAINING NET 

 The BTN continues to meet on 145.33/R (no tone) 
daily at 6:30PM local time and continues to welcome new 
amateurs. The availability of an active directed traffic net of 
the NTS on VHF is exactly why the BTN was established, 
providing  a  welcoming  place  for  newcomers  to  the 
Amateur Service. Thanks to all the BTN stations checking 
into the MEPN via EchoLink. 

MEPN ECHOLINK 

 MEPN representatives check for EchoLink check-
ins starting at net call daily via the WB3GXW-L link node 
(or *WASH_DC* conference node backup if the -L node is 
not available). A number of BTN and MEPN members, as 
well as stations outside the area, have used EchoLink to 
check in when HF is not available to them. Thanks to all. 

MSN CW TRAINING 

 Remember  that  the MSN provides CW training 
daily  for  newcomers  to  the  mode,  or  those  wishing  to 
refresh their skills, daily at 7:30 PM on 3563 kHz. 

 Each trainee works with an assigned instructor off 
the net frequency to receive radiograms containing training 

The Anne Arundel Radio Club

is a registered 501C3 charity.
 We are pleased to receive any 

donations over your yearly dues.

mailto:w1aw@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw_6m_srp


information.  Instructors  work  with  each  student  at  their 
own  desired  speed  and  check-in  schedule.  All  are 
encouraged  to  master  the  art  of  CW  via  this  net  or 
personal training in order to support and join the ranks of 
our MDD Section CW net. Robin, AA3SB, MDD NM, and 
the veteran staff, will be glad to help you advance to the 
evening CW full Cycle 4 of the NTS. 

 
Thanks to all the Section traffic net NCS stations, 

DTN/RRI and WL2K stations, liaisons, and traffic handlers 
for the continuing effort to keep the nets running and traffic 
moving. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  MDC 
integrated ARES® and NTS operations. 

73, W3YVQ, MDC ASM, STM 
 w3yvq atsign arrl dot net 
 w3yvq atsign winlink dot org from WL2K

Used with permission January MDC Section News, January 12, 2018 
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS 

 This  is  a  list  of  hamfests  in  the  Maryland-DC 
Section  area.  I  am  including  hamfests  in  nearby 
Pennsylvania,  northern  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and 
Delaware  as  a  courtesy  to  our  neighboring  Section 
Managers. 

 I, as your MDC Section Manager, Marty Pittinger, 
KB3MXM,  and/or  a  designated  ARRL  representative(s) 
plan  to  attend  all  hamfests  in  the  ARRL Maryland-DC 
Section. 

 We hope to see you all there. 
 --------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Virginia State Convention (FrostFest) 
 Date: Saturday, February 3, 2018 
 Richmond, VA 
 For more info, click on:  [www.frostfest.com]  
 ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Orlando [Florida] HamCation® 
Dates: Friday, February 9, 2018 through Sunday, 
February 11, 2018 
 Orlando, FL 
 For more info, click on:  [www.hamcation.com]

Used with permission January MDC Section News, January 12, 2018 
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 MDC Section Reflectors 

We  introduced  a  new  MDC  Section  reflector, 
ARRL MDC Section Winlink Training Group for P2P and 
Hybrid networks, or MDCQRV for short. Please make use 
of  this  tool  to  sharpen  skills  and  fine  tune  your 
configuration files. Located at:
[https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/MDCQRV/info]  or 
click here MDCQRV 

The  new  ARRLMDCSection  Yahoo  Reflector  is 
now available. If you are not a member. . .you should be!! 
We now have 90 members this month, up four from last 

month.  I  encourage you to  use this  to stay informed or 
keep  in  touch  with  the  rest  of  your  fellow  ARES® 
members.  With  the  wide  distribution  of  this  newsletter 
coming out only once a month, this Yahoo Site will keep 
you  up  to  date  with  late  breaking  news,  including  a 
possible disaster call up. There is very little traffic to clog 
your in box. 

I  don't  know  if  all  the  DECs  and  ECs  are 
members. If you are not, please do. This is going to be the 
quickest way possible to inform MDC Section ARES® of 
current  incidents  and  impending  disasters.  Please  do  it 
now. 

You can join at: 
 [https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ARRLMDCSECTIO
N/info] or click here ARRLMDCSection Yahoo Reflector 
Used with permission January MDC Section News, January 12, 2018 
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Technicial License Pool Questions
The  National  Conference  of 

Volunteer  Examiner  Coordinators 
(NCVEC)  has  released  the  2018-2022 
Amateur  Radio  Element  2  Technician 
class license question pool. Each question 
pool must be published and made available 

to the public prior to its use as a question set, from which 
individual examinations are developed. Alert the  NCVEC 
Question Pool Committee of any necessary corrections or 
typographical errors. The new Technician license question 
pool contains 428 questions. It will become effective for all 
Technician class license examinations starting on July 1, 
2018.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 11, 2018
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Antenna Tuner Group Postponed
to February 4, 2018

I  was  unable  to  get  the  supply  of  #14  wire 
needed to continue with the Antenna Tuner Coils today.   
Due to  my morning plans,  I  will  be unable  to  get  the 
wood necessary to proceed with an alternate section of 
the  construction  of  these  devices  today.  Therefore, 
today's  meeting of  the Antenna Tuner Group for  Field 
Day  will  be  postponed  till  next  Sunday,  February  4, 
2018.  I  hope some of  you will  take advantage of  the 
extra weekend time to participate in Winter Field Day.
73
Kieth Miller, AE3D

mailto:qpcinput@ncvec.org
mailto:qpcinput@ncvec.org
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=369
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=369
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=369
http://www.ncvec.org/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ARRLMDCSECTION/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ARRLMDCSECTION/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/MDCQRV/info
http://www.hamcation.com/
http://www.frostfest.com/


Thomas Fire Response Also Shows 
Amateur Radio's Social Media Value

Santa  Barbara  Amateur  Radio  Club  (SBARC) 
members kept a close watch on the Thomas Fire after it 
broke out in early December. Using a variety of the club's 
analog and digital Amateur Radio assets, radio operators 
were  able  to  observe  fire-fighting  efforts  first  hand  and 
pass  along  immediate  information,  often  before  it  was 
reported  by  official  sources  or  by  local  news  media. 
SBARC  operates  five  communication  sites  in  Santa 
Barbara  County,  including  sites  on  Diablo  Peak  on  the 
mostly uninhabited Santa Cruz Island, and on Santa Ynez 
Peak.

"These  two  sites 
host  [Automatic 
Dependent  Surveillance-
Broadcast]  ADS-B 
receivers  that  are 
connected  via  a 
combination  of  amateur 
microwave  IP  links  and 
mesh  networking  and 

were  used  to  track  and  monitor  airborne  firefighting 
activities,"  Levi  Maaia,  K6LCM,  co-chair  of  SBARC's 
Telecommunications Services Committee, told ARRL.

Starting  in  mid-December,  a  round-the-clock 
emergency  net  convened  on  2  meters,  as  commercial 
power for much of Santa Barbara County was cut and the 
fire  descended  on  residential  communities  in  Santa 
Barbara  County,  prompting  multiple  evacuation  orders. 
With repeaters on generator power and many operators 
running on battery  power,  net  traffic  consisted of  official 
information,  including  evacuation  orders,  live  reports  on 
the  rapidly  approaching  fire  line  from  operators  who 
remained inside the mandatory evacuation area,  related 
traffic  about  firefighting  efforts,  and  wind  and  weather 
conditions.  SBARC volunteers set  up an ad hoc remote 
receiving  station  to  stream  live  fire  ground  and  air 
communications  audio  over  the  internet  and  mesh 
network.

As  fire 
crews  came  off 
duty, one firefighter 
and Amateur Radio 
operator  joined the 
net  to  offer  a 
firsthand account of 
operations from an 
insider's 
perspective. 
SBARC  members 
also  assisted 
visiting  fire  crew 
members  with 
mobile radio antenna repairs in the field.

Maaia said social media proved to be a valuable 
communication asset, as most official organizations, such 
as  incident  command  and  emergency  management 
agencies,  were  disseminating  official  information  via 
Twitter  immediately  upon  release.  "Amateur  stations 

without power, cell phone or internet access could be kept 
informed  of  important  information  including  evacuation 
orders,  via  the  Amateur  Radio  net,"  Maaia  explained. 
"SBARC also served as an aggregator for Thomas Fire-
related  information  by  featuring  tweets  on  the  club 
website."

The  largest 
in modern California 
history,  the  Thomas 
Fire  caused 
devastating losses in 
Ventura  and  Santa 
Barbara  counties. 
"Although the  Santa 
Barbara  ARES 
group  never 
activated,  Amateur 
Radio proved to be a 
valuable  mode  of 
communication, 

especially when coupled with social media, amateur mesh 
networking,  IRC chat  (over  mesh and internet)  and live 
audio streaming," Maaia said.

In Ventura County, the Thomas Fire damaged or 
destroyed  some  Amateur  Radio  resources  normally 
available to provide emergency communication. It was an 
Amateur Radio TV camera that caught the first images of 
the Thomas Fire on December 4. A fundraising effort now 
is under way to help a repeater system operator to replace 
gear and to bolster the rest of the system for future such 
emergencies. Fundraising sparkplug Ben Kuo, AI6YR, said 
the fire demonstrated the difficulty of keeping equipment 
running in remote locations during fire emergencies.

"We also discovered 
other  sites  faced  serious 
limitations after utility power 
was  cut  and  solar  panels 
were  obscured  by  vast 
clouds  of  smoke,"  Kuo 
recounted in his solicitation. 
"This GoFundMe [campaign] 
will go toward enhancing the 
existing ham radio  repeater 
network,  to  make  it  more 
reliable  in  emergencies." 
High-quality  video  cameras 
for  those  repeater  sites  is 
another possibility.

During  the  Thomas 
Fire, Kuo helped bridge the 
divide  between  Amateur 
Radio and social media, and 
even  firefighters  would 
check his feed to see what 
was going on in other areas of the fire, he said. "It's a very 
powerful  combination,"  Kuo  told VC  Star.  An  ARRL 
member,  Kuo,  of  Newbury  Park,  founded  the  socaltech 
news site. He's been licensed for 3 years and serves as an 
ARRL Technical  Specialist  for  the  ARRL Santa  Barbara 
Section.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for January 11, 2018

The Thomas Fire destroyed this 
Amateur Radio Mesh antenna 
[Ben Kuo, AI6YR, photo]

California's wildfires were visible from 
space. [NASA photo]

An early image of the Thomas Fire, caught 
by a remote digital Amateur Radio TV 
camera on December 4.
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