
 A Busy Season Revs Up Activations 
for Hurricane Maria

As this is written Monday morning, September 18, 
the  VoIP  Hurricane  Net will  activate  starting  at  11  AM 
EDT/1500 UTC until further notice for Hurricane Maria and 
impact  to  the  Leeward  Islands  over  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  WX4NHC,  the  Amateur  Radio 
station at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, will  be 
active starting at 5 PM EDT/2100 UTC Monday evening for 
the same purposes.

Maria will likely track toward the US Virgin Islands 
and  Puerto  Rico  later  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  with 
possible  tropical  storm  impacts  to  some  of  the  northern 
Leeward Islands during the day on Tuesday.

Hurricane Jose is expected to bring tropical storm 
conditions to portions of the northeast US and potentially 
the Mid-Atlantic states Tuesday and into Wednesday. Jose 
is expected to slowly weaken to a tropical storm over the 
next  couple  of  days  but  has a large  tropical  storm force 
wind  field  affecting  these  areas.  At  this  time,  the  VoIP 
Hurricane  Net  will  focus  on  Hurricane  Maria  and  her 
impacts  on  the  Caribbean  islands  since  direct  hurricane 
impacts are expected and local/regional SKYWARN groups 
will handle Jose's impacts in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
states  but  any  SKYWARN criteria  reports  received  from 
Jose by the VoIP Hurricane Net will be given to the NHC via 
the VoIP Hurricane Net web form.

Any Amateur Radio operators in the affected area 
of Maria or with relays into the affected area of Maria are 
asked to provide surface and damage reports into the VoIP 
Hurricane Net for relay into WX4NHC. The VoIP Hurricane 
Net is looking for reports based on the National Weather 
Service SKYWARN Reporting criteria, found here.

Any  images  or  videos  of  wind  damage, 
river/stream/urban/storm surge flooding, etc., can be sent to 
this  email  address:  pics@nsradio.org and  credit  will  be 
given  to  the  Amateur  Radio  operator,  weather  spotter  or 
individual that took the photos and media and be shared 
with  the  Amateur  Radio  team  at  the  National  Hurricane 
Center and other agencies and outlets.

Advisories and graphics on Maria and Jose can be 
viewed on the National Hurricane Center web site. Reports 
as obtained via the VoIP Hurricane Net from amateurs can 
be  found  here.  Stations  outside  the  affected  areas  can 
listen to  the VoIP Hurricane Net  on  any of  the following 
systems for listen-only purposes and can connect on either 
Echolink  or  IRLP:
*Sky_Gate* Echolink conference node: 868981/IRLP 9252

*KA1AAA*  Echolink  conference  node:  269929
*WASH_DC* Echolink conference node: 6154

See  also  http://voipwx.org and  a  YouTube 
livestream

Director of Operations for the VoIP Hurricane Net 
Rob Macedo, KD1CY, thanks all for their continued support 
of  the VoIP Hurricane Net. -  VoIP Hurricane Net bulletin, 
(9/17/17)
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Help the Ham Aid Response Effort in 
Florida and the US Virgin Islands

Due  to  this  busy  hurricane  season,  ARRL's 
inventory  of  Ham  Aid  kits  has  been  severely  depleted. 
ARRL's Ham Aid program loans Amateur Radio equipment 
kits  to  established  ARES  and  partner  agencies  during 
disaster  response,  in  order  to  establish  Amateur  Radio 
communications support. 

ARRL has  been 
supplying  Ham  Aid  kits 
for  the  Hurricane  Irma 
emergency  response 
efforts in Florida and the 
US  Virgin  Islands. 
Thanks  to  Tim  Duffy, 
K3LR,  of  DX 
Engineering,  for  quickly 
processing  ARRL's 
purchase  of  six  HF 
transceivers,  which 
enabled  Ham  Aid  to 
respond within 24 hours 
to an equipment request 
from  the  US  Virgin 
Islands.  ARRL  used 

FEMA resources for shipping, and the gear is on its way via 
contracted courier to San Juan, Puerto Rico, where it will 
be staged for deployment.

More  Ham  Aid  equipment  is  needed  for  future 
requests. Please help ARRL in this effort by contributing to the 
Ham Aid Fund, which is used to purchase new equipment as 
well as to refurbish/repair previously deployed equipment. Your 
contributions to Ham Aid are 100% tax deductible. To make a 
donation  online,  go  to  https://www.arrl.org/arrl-donation-form 
and select "Ham Aid" from the ARRL donation form. To donate 
by mail, follow the instructions on the web page, noting "Ham 
Aid" on the memo line of your check.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for Sept. 14, 2017
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W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia, 
NJ1Q (left), and ARRL Emergency 
Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, 
KI1U, pack Ham Aid gear for shipment.

http://www.voipwx.net/node/687
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-donation-form
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIwX7gBC_r0)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIwX7gBC_r0)
http://voipwx.org/
http://report.voipwx.net/qilan/nhcwx/list_VOIP_records?auth=OK
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
mailto:pics@nsradio.org
http://www.voipwx.net/node/236
http://w4ehw.fiu.edu/


Monday, September 25, 2017 

Dear ARRL Member:

There are few times when I have needed to reach out directly to you for your  
help. This is one of those times.

The American Red Cross (ARC) has asked ARRL for assistance with relief  
efforts in Puerto Rico. In the nearly 75-year relationship between ARRL and  
ARC, this is the first time ARC has made a request for assistance on this scale.  
Hurricane Maria has devastated the island’s communications infrastructure.  
Without electricity and telephone, and with most of the cell sites out of  
service, millions of people are cut off from communicating. Shelters are unable to reach local emergency 
services and people cannot check on the welfare of their loved ones. The situation is dire.

How can you help?

1)    Volunteer. ARC needs up to 50 radio amateurs who can help record, enter, and submit disaster-survivor 
information into the ARC Safe and Well system. There are very specific requirements and qualifications needed  
for this deployment; for instance, familiarity with Winlink, an Amateur Radio license of General class or higher,  
and previous experience in disaster response. Deployment will be for up to 3 weeks (at ARC expense). If you 
would like to be considered for deployment, please complete the following online ARRL form, which asks for 
your qualifications and skills: Volunteer Deployment Form

2)    Donate to Ham Aid. ARRL’s Ham Aid program loans Amateur Radio equipment kits to established Amateur  
Radio Emergency Service (ARES®) groups and partner agencies during disaster  
response, in order to establish Amateur Radio communications support. Ham  
Aid is supported by donations from individuals and corporations – including  
many of our ham radio industry partners. ARRL has previously staged Ham Aid  
equipment in Texas, and in the last few weeks, we have supplied kits in Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
Puerto Rico. Our supply of Ham Aid kits has been rapidly depleted. Your donation to Ham Aid will help us now. 
Your contributions to Ham Aid are 100% tax deductible. To make a donation online, go to www.arrl.org/arrl-
donation-form and select “Ham Aid” from the ARRL donation form. To donate by mail, print a donation form, 
and mail it with your check payable to ARRL, noting “Ham Aid” on the memo line of your check; mail to ARRL, 
225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111 USA.

It has been four weeks since Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas. In little over a month, Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, and Maria have left paths of destruction and catastrophic flooding that will impact the lives of 
people throughout the southeast U.S. and Caribbean for years to come. Throughout these disasters, our 
trained ham radio volunteers, and especially those in coordinating roles, have helped us meet the requests of 
our partner agencies and organizations. To all ham radio operators who have been on alert, activated, 
deployed, or donated, THANK YOU. We are grateful for your service and for your generosity.

73,  Rick Roderick, K5UR , ARRL President 
Used with permission
Maty  Weinberg, KB1EIB Production Coordinator
ARRL: the national association for Amateur Radio™  225 Main St, Newington, CT  06111, email:  marty@arrl.org, 
Tel. 860-594-0229,Fax: 860-594-0259
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Observations on 
Hurricane Harvey Response

The  public  safety  agencies  along  the  Gulf  coast 
have  done  a  lot  over  the  past  ten  years  to  make  their 
communications systems - including radio and Internet  -- 
more  robust  and  hardened  for  integrity  in  major  storm 
events. Their efforts, combined with the FCC requirement 
for narrow banding and the addition of digital modes at the 
same  time  have  made  these  systems  more  complex  - 
yielding more possible points of failure. But in the end, in 
both the greater Houston and Golden Triangle portions of 
the Texas Gulf Coast, Hurricane Harvey did not knock out, 
nor  significantly  impact  the  cellular  telephone  and  data 
networks  or  the  700  MHz  and  800  MHz  trunked  public 
safety communication service systems. There were some 
threats but no significant impact. ARES/RACES operators 
were prepared, in place, staffed and ready to go, if needed.

My concern is that not only will our served agencies 
find themselves lured into a false sense of security, so will 
the Amateur Radio community. We amateur operators have 
the ability to, and must control one side of that equation: 
We can continue to train,  practice and exercise.  We can 
complete  the  courses  Introduction  to  Emergency 
Communication (EC-001);  Public Service and Emergency 
Communications  Management  for  Radio  Amateurs (EC-
016);  PR-101:  ARRL Public  Relations (EC-015).  We can 
take  and  complete  the  FEMA  Independent  Study  (IS) 
courses IS-100,  IS-200,  IS-700,  IS-800 and IS-026.  Both 
ARES and RACES leaders should add IS-300 and IS-400 
courses  to  their  resume.  All  should  get  into  a  DHS 
AUXCOMM  class.  Leaders  should  try  to  take  the  DHS 
COML course even if they never get DHS certified. As PIO's 
who also wear an ARES/RACES hat, in addition to the PR-
101  course  offered  by  the  ARRL,  they  should  take  the 
FEMA  IS-042  and  the  GS-289,  GS-290,  and  GS-291 
courses.

In  addition  to  the  educational  portion  described 
above, we also need to continue to practice our on air skills. 
Personally,  I  find  that  most  nets  are  not  fulfilling  their 
potential in the practicing of emergency/disaster response 
communications  skills.  To  help  nets  meet  their  potential, 
one action they could take is to hold at least one monthly

 session where all operators take their go kits to the 
field -- even if  it's just the Wal-Mart parking lot down the 
street  --  and check into the net.  Not every ham can "go 
portable," but the more who can, increase the utility of our 
organizations.  That  utility  is  important  when  it  comes  to 
emergencies and disasters such as what we have just gone 
through here in the Houston area where maybe as many as 
1 out of 6 homes were rendered uninhabitable.

Also, net check-ins,  whether novices or veterans, 
sometimes do not listen to the instructions of the net control 
station.  We were  given  two  ears  and  one  mouth  to  be 
exercised  proportionally.  During  the  Harvey  disaster,  I 
observed that net operators and net control stations could 
use more net discipline for great efficiency and efficacy.

The  lowest  common  denominators  for 
ARES/RACES  emergency/disaster  response  are  still  the 
workhorse V/UHF FM and 40/75 meter phone bands. While 
the  digital  modes  can  certainly  bring  value,  they  cannot 

replace  our  lowest  common  denominators  as  not  every 
ham  is  so  equipped.  As  our  served  agencies' 
communications systems have become more complex with 
more possible points of failure, we do not need to repeat 
that  model less we set  up to fail  as well.  Outside of  the 
major  metropolitan  areas  many  of  these  more  elaborate 
digital modes do not see the light of day.

Every  ARES/RACES/CERT  responder  needs  to 
have a "brag book." This phrase was coined by a friend and 
new ham who says every amateur licensee should have a 
book with copies of any license, I-D, certificates, etc., in it to 
present to a served agency official or other person who may 
have a need to review their credentials.

Now we've  done our  part  --  how do  we get  our 
served  agencies  on  board?  We  can't  force  them  to  do 
anything and the more we try to force ourselves upon them 
the more likely the chance to alienate them. It is my opinion 
that  nothing  does  more  to  gain  their  respect  than
documented  training  from  recognizable  organizations. 
Understanding  your  served  agencies'  communications 
systems, whether a simple 5 channel narrow band FM radio 
or complex multi-site 700 MHz P25 protocol system, and 
being able to discuss where Amateur Radio can fit into their 
system to either back up or take load off their system helps.

Opening up your brag book and explaining that you 
understand ICS protocol, and our place in the system and 
are  continuing  to  learn  more,  all  help.  Volunteer  to 
participate  in  any  of  their  drills,  and  not  just  as  a  radio 
operator. My city runs several a year as we are in a large 
petrochemical complex and I've served everywhere from in 
the EOC to an observer/evaluator in the field.

The bottom line is that every region of the country 
will be different and there is no one simple answer. We all 
need  to  find  what  works  best  for  our  particular 
environments. -  Mike Urich, KA5CVH, Assistant SEC and 
PIO, ARRL South Texas Section, Harris County ARES, 

Interview:  ARRL  Public  Information  Officer  Mike 
Urich, KA5CVH, Describes the Situation in Harris County, 
Texas, during storm Harvey (8/29/17)
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FCC Technological Advisory Council 
Investigating Technical Regulations

The FCC Technological Advisory Council  (TAC) is 
looking  into  FCC  technical  regulations  to  determine  if 
reforms or changes might be in order. Greg Lapin, N9GL, 
represents  ARRL on  the  TAC and  chairs  the  ARRL RF 
Safety  Committee.  The  FCC  Office  of  Engineering  and 
Technology (OET) announced the TAC public inquiry (ET 
Docket  17-215),  which  seeks  comments  by  October  30 
regarding  technical  regulations  and  the  process  for 
adopting and updating them.

"To more effectively ensure that its rules keep pace 
with  the  rapidly  changing  technology  in  communications, 
the FCC has asked its Technological Advisory Council  to 
help identify FCC technical rules that are obsolete or may 
be  ripe  for  change  in  light  of  current  communications 
technologies," the OET said in an August 31 Public Notice.

https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-17-800A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/general/technological-advisory-council
http://www.arrl.org/news/interview-arrl-public-information-officer-describes-the-situation-in-harris-county-texas
http://www.arrl.org/news/interview-arrl-public-information-officer-describes-the-situation-in-harris-county-texas
http://www.arrl.org/news/interview-arrl-public-information-officer-describes-the-situation-in-harris-county-texas
http://www.harriscountyares.org/
http://www.southtexas.org/
http://ka5cvh.com/


Made up of technological experts in various areas 
-- some of them radio amateurs -- who advise the FCC in 
technical matters, the TAC is gathering feedback from users 
and  vendors  of  communications  technology  affected  by 
technical rules.

"Some  technical  rules 
may no longer be applicable to 
modern  communications 
equipment,"  the  Public  Notice 
said.  "Rules  that  describe  the 
operation  of  certain 
technologies may no longer be 
necessary,  as  those 
technologies are obsolete. Data 
reporting  requirements  for 
technical  operations,  which 
help  the  FCC  to  determine  how  effectively  the 
communications environment is being utilized and also how 
communications  entities  are  complying  with  the  current 
laws, may no longer be necessary."

On  the  other  hand,  the  OET  said,  some 
communications  users  may  feel  that  certain  existing 
regulations  protect  their  operations  and  should  not  be 
removed.

In  addition  to  seeking  comment  on  specific 
regulations,  the  TAC  is  looking  for  input  on  how  the 
regulatory process could be made more efficient and timely. 
The  TAC  plans  to  concentrate  on  issues  of  a  technical 
nature and is looking for responses related to specific rules 
that should be considered for removal, retention, or change, 
and discuss the rationale behind each proposal.

Interested parties may file comments until October 
30,  using  the  Commission's  Electronic  Comment  Filing 
System (ECFS).

For more information, contact  Greg Lapin, N9GL, 
or TAC working group FCC liaison Walter Johnston.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for September 7, 2017
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The Anne Arundel Radio Club 

is a registered 501C3 charity.
 

We are pleased to receive 
any donations over your yearly 

dues.
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New "Pre-Release" Version of WSJT-X 
Includes FT8 Changes

A new  "pre-release"  version  of  WSJT-X now  is 
available. This is the Amateur Radio digital software suite 
developed  by  Joe  Taylor,  K1JT,  that  includes  the 
increasingly popular FT8 mode. The September 2 release, 
WSJT-X version  1.8.0-rc2,  fixes  a  number  of  issues, 
provides  better  performance,  and  offers  some  new 
features."Implementation  of  FT8  and  its  auto-sequencing 
feature  is  now more  capable  and more  polished,"  Taylor 

said in the release notes. "The decoder is faster and better. 
It now includes signal subtraction, multi-pass decoding, and 
the  use  of  accumulated  'a  priori'  information  as  a  QSO 
progresses. Sensitivity extends downward as far as -24 dB 
in some circumstances."

Taylor  said 
that  overlapping 
signals  "two  and 
three  deep"  are 
frequently decoded at 
essentially  the  same 
frequency,  and  on  a 
crowded  band  "we 
sometimes see more 
than 30 decodes in a 
single  15-second 
interval over a 2 kHz 
window."  In  addition, 
the  North  American 
VHF  Contesting 
Mode  has  been 

expanded to include both FT8 and MSK144 modes, and the 
WSJT-X User Guide has been extensively updated.

"Depending  on  what  code  revision  you  upgrade 
from, it  may be necessary to do a one-time reset  of  the 
default  list  of  suggested  operating  frequencies,"  Taylor 
pointed out.  Some new features have been discussed in 
the WSJT Meteor Scatter and Weak Signal Group.

Digital modes such as JT65 and FT8 require that 
your computer's internal time clock be set precisely. If your 
computer's  clock  is  off  by  more  than  1  or  2  seconds, 
contacts  may  be  difficult  or  impossible.  Internet  time 
synchronization  may  be  sufficient.  The  WSJT-X 
documentation  recommends  using  Meinberg  NTP on 
Windows machines  to  synchronize  with  internet  time 
servers.

Logbook of  The World  (LoTW) now supports  the 
upload  of  FT8  contacts  after  a  TQSL configuration  file 
update,  which was released  shortly  after  the mid-August 
debut of the new ADIF standard (version 3.0.6) with support 
for FT8. -- Thanks to the ARRL Contest Update

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for September 7, 2017
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Metric Marathon Race

I’m looking for  volunteers  again  this  year  for  the 
Metric Marathon Race (~16 miles) on Sunday, October 1, 
2017.  The  race  begins  at  Southern  High  School,  4400 
Solomons  Island  Rd,  Harwood,  MD  20776  at  8:00  am.  
Please  reply  if  you  are  able  to  help  with  ham 
communications.  We have openings for bike mobiles,  5 
water stops, 2 course monitor positions as well as several 
spots at the high school.  A cross-band repeater setup at a 
few  of  the  locations  along  the  course  would  be  an 
advantage, so let me know if you have that capability too.

 For the volunteers of previous years or others with 
requests for favorite assignments, let me know and I will try 
to accommodate. 
 
73, Ron Boller / N3WOF, Ham Coordinator

http://www.arrl.org/the-arrl-contest-update
http://adif.org/306/ADIF_306.htm
http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://www.meinbergglobal.com/english/sw/ntp.htm
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/wsjtgroup/info
https://www.physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/wsjtx.html
mailto:Walter.Johnston@fcc.gov
mailto:GLapin@arrl.org
http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs2/


      CONGRATULATIONS 
Be sure and welcome this new HAMS as you hear them 
on the airways.

Date/Name.                     Call Sign            License
8-Jul-17
Francis Cunniff KC1HVO Tech
Jamison Phipps KC3JMD Tech
James Hogevoll KB3PGY Renew

12-Aug-17

Charles Gross KC3JQW Tech
Charles Quintero KC3JPN General & Extra
Carl Drew KC3JQX Tech
John Meyer KC3JQY Tech
Kip Einbrod KC3JQZ Tech
Jamison Phipps W3KNH General

9-Sep-17
 
Patrick Barry KC3HTW General
David Rawley KB3ZYY General
Jonathon Wingert N0JAW Extra
Joseph Roehm KC3EWR General
Land Fisher KC3JTG Tech
James Kirby KN4FTD Tech
Matthew Friedel KC3JTH Tech

73, 
 Rick – AB3XJ

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

JOTA 2017 Organizers Urge Scout 
Stations to Register Now

Scouting's  Jamboree on the Air/Jamboree on the 
Internet  (JOTA/JOTI)  event takes place over the October 
20-22 weekend, and organizers are urging Scout stations 
planning to  participate  to  register now.  The world  JOTA-
JOTI team has activated its online sign-up system.

"Our  number 
one message at this time 
is to register their station 
and get ready for JOTA," 
JOTA  Coordinator  Jim 
Wilson,  K5ND,  told 
ARRL.  "It's  time  for 
Scout  groups  to  bring 
together  their  open 
action  items  --  ordering 
patches,  printing 
handouts,  gathering 
equipment,  reminding 
staff  members,  verifying 
location,  and  getting  the  word  out  to  the  Scouts  to  be 
prepared  for  a  fabulous  experience  talking  with  other 
Scouts across the country and hopefully around the world."

JOTA is  the  world's  largest  Scouting  event,  held 
annually over the third full weekend in October, and Scouts 
of  any  age  can  participate  --  from  Cub  Scouts  to  Boy 
Scouts  and  Venturers,  male  and  female.  During  JOTA, 
Amateur Radio links Scouts with other Scouts and hams, 

locally and worldwide. Since the first JOTA in 1958, millions 
of  Scouts  have  met  each  other  through  this  event  to 
exchange  ideas  and  share  experiences  via  ham  radio. 
Many contacts made during JOTA have resulted in enduring 
friendships and connections.

According  to  the  World  Scout  Bureau,  the  2016 
JOTA had nearly 1.3 million Scout participants from more 
than 30,000 locations, and reached 156 countries.

The  World  JOTA-JOTI  team  has  published  a 
Participant's Guide to help Scouts to get on the air and the 
internet for the largest Scouting event in the world. They've 
also published a brief history of the 60 years of Jamboree 
on the Air as well as the Top 10 Challenges and Activities in 
2016 that might provide ideas for your event this year. An 
online scheduling tool is available too.

For  participating  via  EchoLink,  two  conference 
nodes  now  have  been  designated  for  Scout  contacts  -- 
*JOTA-365* (node 480809) and *JAMBO* (node 832996). 
Visit the K2BSA Radio Scouting page for more information 
on frequencies, including D-STAR, DMR, and IRLP.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for Sept. 21, 2017
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HAMS Are also on 
Social Media 

Facebook Group:    
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626067021873/

Facebook PAGE:    
https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRadioClub/

Twitter:                    
https://twitter.com/W3VPR 

 MDC SECTION HF HOSPITAL NET 
TIME CHANGE

ARES® has decided to move the time for the HF 
Hospital net.  As of August 23rd, the new start time will 
be 7:00 PM EDT on 3820 kHz.

This change is due to the interference from a 
Spanish net  that  runs  at  7:30 PM EDT on the same 
frequency.

The MDC Section HF Hospital net is held on 
Wednesday after the third Monday of every month.

Upcoming MDC Section HF Hospital  Nets will 
be  held:  Wednesday,  August  23rd  Wednesday, 
September 20th and Wednesday, October 18th

Please check in if only to give us a holler. 
 Thank you and 73,
Wanda Montgomery KA3AHIUsed with permission MONTHLY 
MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17 `

https://twitter.com/W3VPR
https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRadioClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626067021873/
https://www.k2bsa.net/scout-frequencies/
http://n8fq.org/sked/index.php?board=jota
http://k2bsa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=20fd3218d6&e=f04efd1977
http://k2bsa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=20fd3218d6&e=f04efd1977
http://k2bsa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=317556ea2a&e=f04efd1977
http://k2bsa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=317556ea2a&e=f04efd1977
http://k2bsa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=4c99b93d24&e=f04efd1977
http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx
https://www.k2bsa.net/jota-station-registration/


W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer 
Operating Schedule

  
ARRL Bulletin 11  ARLB011
>From ARRL Headquarters Newington CT March 13, 2017
To all radio amateurs 

Morning Schedule:

Time                              Mode       Days 
-------------------               ----           --------- 
1300 UTC (9 AM ET)    CWs        Wed, Fri 
1300 UTC (9 AM ET)    CWf         Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1400 UTC to 1600 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM ET)
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET)

(Station closed 1600 to 1700 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM ET))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2000 UTC (4 PM ET)       CWf          Mon, Wed, Fri 
2000  "        "          CWs         Tue, Thu
2100  "      (5 PM ET)       CWb         Daily
2200  "      (6 PM ET)       DIGITAL    Daily 
2300  "      (7 PM ET)       CWs          Mon, Wed, Fri 
2300  "                 "           CWf           Tue, Thu
0000  "      (8 PM ET)       CWb          Daily
0100  "      (9 PM ET)       DIGITAL    Daily 
0145  "      (9:45 PM ET)  VOICE      Daily 
0200  "      (10 PM ET)     CWf           Mon, Wed, Fri 
0200  "                "            CWs          Tue, Thu
0300  "      (11 PM ET)     CWb          Daily
 
 
                         Frequencies (MHz) 
                         ----------------- 
CW:    1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475  18.0975 21.0675 
28.0675 147.555

DIGITAL:  -   3.5975 7.095  14.095   18.1025 21.095 
28.095  147.555

VOICE:  1.855 3.990  7.290  14.290   18.160  21.390  
28.590  147.555
  

Notes: 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 
WPM
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 
and 10 WPM  
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM
CW  frequencies  include  code  practices,  Qualifying  Runs 
and CW bulletins.

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 
in a revolving schedule.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each 
practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at 
the beginning of alternate speeds.

On  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  2230  UTC (6:30  PM  ET), 
Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on 
the regular digital frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins 
between 0000 UTC (8 PM ET) Thursdays and 0000 UTC (8 
PM ET) Fridays.

Audio  from  W1AW's  CW  code  practices,  and 
CW/digital/phone bulletins is available using EchoLink via 
the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT."  The 
monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs are presented here as
well.  The CW/digital/phone audio is sent in real-time and 
runs  concurrently  with  W1AW's  regular  transmission 
schedule.

All users who connect to the conference server are muted. 
Please  note  that  any  questions  or  comments  about  this 
server  should  not  be  sent  via  the  "Text"  window  in 
EchoLink. Please direct any questions
or comments to w1aw@arrl.org.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special 
bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Digital at 15 minutes 
past the hour, and CW on the half hour.
  
FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1400 
UTC to 1600 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM ET), and then from 
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) Monday 
through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur 
license or a photocopy.

The complete W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on 
page 105 in the April 2017 issue of QST or on the web at, 
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule .

Used with permission ARLB011 W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer Operating 
Schedule

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
mailto:w1aw@arrl.org


Cystic Fibrosis Cycle (CFC) 
for Life Bike Ride

This is the first request to provide communications 
support  to  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  Cycle  (CFC)  for  Life  Bike 
Ride on  Sunday,  October  8,  2017 at  Harrington Harbor 
South.  Herrington  Harbor  South  is  located  at:  668 
Friendship Road, North Beach, Maryland 20714.

The  ride  as  described  by  the  CFC  Committee 
describes the “ride through the most scenic terrain along 
Maryland’s treasured Chesapeake Bay.  CF Cycle for Life 
features  well-stocked  rest  stops  every  10-12  miles,  bike 
mechanics along the route support vehicles, great food and 
entertainment.”

There will be three routes: a 15, 35, and a 65 mile 
route. This is not a race but a ride.

This is the CF Cycle for Life web site:
http://fightcf.cff.org/site/TR/Cycle/154_Maryland_Ba

ltimore?pg=entry&fr_id=6390
 We plan to have operators at the start/finish, rests 

stops, support vehicles, key intersections, and on support 
vehicles.  Ideally,  I  would  like  to  have  13 operators  as  a 
minimum.  We especially  need  Net  Control  Operators  to 
provide  the  transceiver  and  antenna setup  to  operate  at 
Herrington Harbor.
I have the following volunteers:

Ron Boller (N3WOF)
Chip Dayle (K3AWD)
Shawn Donnely (AE3D)
Dave Hardy (KB3RAN)
Paul Manley KB3RFX)
Christina Manley (KC3hni)
Paul Mills (KB3KWT)
Bill Rynone (WB2EIQ)
Bob Sheskin (N3PPH)
Les Silva (KH6CUJ)
Jim Tetlow (K3UGA)
Dave Weaver (W3PQS)
We still need a few more operators.
This  event  is  being  coordinated  by   the  Anne 

Arundel  Radio  Club  and  the   Calvert  Amateur  Radio 
Association  (CARA)  .  Last  year  we  had  volunteers  from 
CARA, AARC and Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
(MMARC) operators.   This is truly a joint operation and a 
perfect opportunity to meet Amateur Radio Operators from 
other clubs in the area.

If  you  are  interested  in  operating  at  this  event, 
please send an Email to: kh6cuj@aol.com.
Aloha, Les Silva, KH6CUJ
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Peggy Whitson, ex-KC5ZTD, Breaks 
Cumulative Time-in-Space Record

President  Donald  Trump  welcomed  NASA 
astronauts Peggy Whitson, ex-KC5ZTD, and Jack Fischer, 
K2FSH,  as  they  returned  to  Houston  on  September  3 
following 6-month stints on board the International Space 
Station (ISS). Whitson, a veteran space traveler, broke the 
record among US astronauts -- and women worldwide -- for 
the most cumulative time in space. Whitson, Fischer, and 
Russian cosmonaut  Fyodor  Yurchikhin,  RN3FI,  landed in 
Kazakhstan on Saturday after traveling from the ISS in a 

Russian Soyuz transporter. Trump spoke with Whitson and 
Fischer as they were en route by NASA plane to Johnson 
Space Center's Ellington Field.

"I  want  to  congratulate  Peggy and  Jack  for  their 
incredible accomplishments. They make us all very proud," 
Trump  said. 
"Exploration  has 
always been at the 
core of who we are 
as Americans,  and 
their  brave 
contributions  to 
human  spaceflight 
have  continued 
that  great 
tradition."

Whitson, 
55,  now holds  the 
record  within  the 
NASA  corps  of 
astronauts  --  665 
days  --  for  most 
cumulative  time  in 
space, racked up during three long-duration missions. She 
is also the only female astronaut to command the ISS twice 
and was the first woman to do so. During her last mission, 
she  was  ISS  commander  from  April  9  through  June  1. 
Whitson also holds multiple spacewalking records. She was 
part of the ISS Expedition 5 crew in 2002, which was her 
first time in space.

"Peggy is an 
inspiration to us all," 
the  president  said, 
"especially  to  young 
women interested in 
or currently pursuing 
careers  in  science, 
technology, 
engineering  and 
math."

This was the 
president's  second 
telephone 
conversation  with 
the  two  astronauts. 

On April 24, when Whitson officially set the US record for 
most  cumulative  days  in  space,  Whitson  and  Fischer 
received a celebratory phone call from Trump, his daughter 
Ivanka, and fellow astronaut Kate Rubins, KG5FYJ.

Acting  NASA  Administrator  Robert  Lightfoot 
thanked  the  president  for  reaching  out  to  Whitson  and 
Fischer.  "I  want  to  add  my thanks  to  the  teams on  the 
ground across the globe, especially in Houston,  who are 
dealing  with  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Harvey,  yet  still 
maintained the focus to get Peggy and Jack home safely. It 
is an amazing team," Lightfoot added.

NASA astronauts Joe Acaba, KE5DAR, and Mark 
Vande Hei,  KG5GNP, and cosmonaut Alexander Misurkin 
will launch to the ISS aboard the Soyuz MS-06 spacecraft 
from Kazakhstan on September 12.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for September 7, 2017
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Whitson speaks with President Trump as 
she flies back to the US. [NASA photo]

Astronaut Peggy Whitson, ex-KC5ZTD, is 
tended by two Russian nurses as she holds a 
congratulatory bouquet upon her return to 
Earth. [NASA photo]

mailto:kh6cuj@aol.com
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The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at newsletter@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after 

the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$30 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P. M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive  a  commission for  every new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.   Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:

Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR 
lapsed membership (of two years or more).
Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even 
before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

    

 Mark Your   
     Calendars

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Club Meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at the 

clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD
Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the 

Month  -Check  in  at  Noon,  Exams  at  1PM  -  At  the 
clubhouse  Contact Rick Steer  AB3XJ,ab3xj@yahoo.com. 

Weekly  AARC  2-Meter  Net on  147.105 
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every 
Wednesday at 8 PM - All Welcome

2  meter  Morning  Commuter  Net on  147.105 
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every morning 
6:30 am to 9:00 am.  This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-
Holly-net starts at 5 AM or so.

  EVENT SCHEDULE

Sunday, October 1, 7:00am
 AARC (support) Metric Marathon
Thursday, October 5, 7:30pm
  AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Saturday, October 7, 8:30am
 Technician Class
Sunday, October 8, 7:00am
 AARC (support) CFC Bike Ride 20, 40, 60 Miles
7:00am
 AARC (support) Patuxent River Appreciation Day Parade
1:00pm
 AARC Mesh Networking group, at 1 to 4 PM at the 
clubhouse
Thursday, October 12, 7:30pm
 AARC board meeting
Saturday, October 14, 8:30am
 Technician Class
Thursday, October 19, 7:30pm
  AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Saturday, October 21, 8:30am
 Technician Class
Sunday, October 22 1:00pm
 AARC Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair, at 1 to 4 PM 
at the clubhouse
Saturday, October 28, 8:30am
 Technician Class



MDC Section S E T
(Simulated Emergency Test)

The 2017 MDC Section Simulated Emergency Test 
will be Thursday October 5 and Saturday October 7.  What, 
you might ask!!  This section applies to all radio operators in 
the MDC Section.  

The Maryland Department of Health has ordered all 
health facilities in the State having Amateur radio back up 
emergency  radio  systems  to  exercise  those  systems 
Thursday  Night  October  5  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
HurricaneElmer.   (This  is  actually  the  Quarterly  MDC 
Section Hospital Drill).

Those supporting the health care facilities having 
these  radios  are  asked  to  contact  Wanda  Montgomery, 
MDC ASM for the Section EmComm Health Care Program. 
Her email address is KA3AHI@aol.com. 

Give her your intentions whether playing in the drill 
or not.   Plan with injects is forthcoming once she knows 
who has signed up.  If not in a health care facility yet, your 
operations may be from the parking lot. 

This section of the Notice is targeted to the Eastern 
Shore Amateur Radio hams.  I have no other option but to 
use this media to reach out to you.  

For Oct 7, the scenario will be a direct hurricane hit 
at  or  near  Ocean  City.   As  the  Section  Emergency 
Coordinator, I am having much difficulty finding a conduit to 
the  Eastern  Shore  hams,  NOT HAVING AN EC THOSE 
COUNTIES,  to  invite  and  encourage  participation  in  the 
SET. 

The SET is a month away, but Irma is right around 
the corner and possibly right down the hall for some of us.  

The SET will be an APRS contingent of a fox hunt 
for a missing child, MEMA traffic for status awareness, and 
hospital emails over Winlink to health departments. 

We need radio operators with their equipment and 
RVs and trailers for three command posts in the affected 
area.  There is a lot more to the SET than meets the eye 
and too long to type.  If you want to know more, contact me, 
Jim Montgomery, the MDC EC at wb3kas@arrl.net.

There is a SET Planning meeting on Sept 9 from 
1000 to 1400 hours at the Anne Arundel County EOC.  The 
location is 7480 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, Md 
21061, located West of Route 2.  Free parking is available 
in the parking garage above the EOC. 

There will  be an SET presentation followed by a 
discussion. I urge you to join us and help with support to 
the Eastern Shore. 

Contact  me  with  your  intentions,  please,  at 
wb3kas@arrl.net.  

I  hope to  see many of  you there to  support  this 
year's SET.  

73,  
Jim Montgomery WB3KAS
MDC Section Emergency Coordinator

Used with permission The 2017 Maryland-DC Section Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET)

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER'S 
REPORT

For August, 2017

MDC NTS NETS:

MEPN 1708 W3YVQ QND/31 QNI/444 QTC/60 MINS/758
BTN    1708 AB3WG QND/31 QNI/490 QTC/49 MINS/669
MDD   1708 AA3SB  QND/61 QNI/332 QTC/116 MINS/629
MSN   1708 W8CPG QND/30 QNI/132 QTC/32 MINS/547

PSHR: KK3F 150, W3YVQ 135, K3IN 110, AA3SB 100, 
WB3FTQ 95, N3ZOC 90, AB3WG 87, W3CB 82, NI2W 76;

TFC: KK3F 1880, K3IN 163, WB3FTQ 113, AA3SB 103, 
N3ZOC 79, W3YVQ 72, AB3WG 37, NI2W 16, W3CB 2
==========

HF PROPAGATION
HF  NVIS  propagation  on  MEPN  (3820 

KHz) was totally functional throughout August, 2017; weak 
signals at 1730L but improving at 1800L due to the lowering 
sun  angle.  The  summer  influence  of  longer  days  has 
compensated to some degree for the periods of lower solar 
activity. The evening Cycle 4 nets had improving conditions 
for the month for the MDD 1900L session but with some 
nights with poor conditions at 2200L EDT.

MDC  RADIOGRAMS  AND  OTHER 
MESSAGING  Outlets  in  each  ARESÂ®  jurisdiction  are 
needed  for  daily  Radiogram  and  Radio-email  traffic  for 
served agencies, and also for messaging welcoming new 
hams to  the  Amateur  Service.  Join  the  MEPN,  BTN,  or 
MDD nets daily to find out more about how to contribute.

BTN  LOCAL  NTS  TRAFFIC  AND 
TRAINING NET The BTN continues to meet on 145.33/R 
(no  tone)  daily  at  6:30PM  local  time  and  continues  to 
welcome  new  amateurs.  The  availability  of  an  active 
directed traffic net of the NTS on VHF is exactly why the 
BTN  was  established,  providing  a  welcoming  place  for 
newcomers to the Amateur Service. Thanks to all the BTN 
stations checking into the MEPN via Echolink.

MEPN ECHOLINK
MEPN representatives check for  Echolink 

check-ins starting at net call daily via the WB3GXW-L link 
node (or  *WASH_DC*  conference  node backup if  the -L 
node  is  not  available).  A  number  of  BTN  and  MEPN 
members, as well as stations outside the area, have used 
Echolink  to  check  in  when  HF  is  not  available  to  them. 
Thanks to all.

MSN CW TRAINING
Remember  that  the  MSN  provides  CW 

training daily for newcomers to the mode, or those wishing 
to refresh their skills, daily at 7:30 PM on 3563 kHz. Each 
trainee  works  with  an  assigned  instructor  off  the  net 
frequency  to  receive  radiograms  containing  training 
information. Instructors work with each student at their own 
desired speed and check-in schedule. All are encouraged 
to master the art of CW via this net or personal training in 
order to support and join the ranks of our MDD Section CW 
net. Robin, AA3SB, MDD NM, and the veteran staff, will be 
glad to help you advance to the evening CW full Cycle 4 of 
the NTS.

mailto:wb3kas@arrl.net
mailto:wb3kas@arrl.net
mailto:KA3AHI@aol.com


Thanks to  all  the Section traffic  net  NCS 
stations, DTN/RRI and WL2K stations, liaisons, and traffic 
handlers for the continuing effort to keep the nets running 
and traffic moving.

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of 
MDC integrated ARES and NTS operations.
73, W3YVQ, MDC ASM, STM
w3yvq atsign arrl dot net
w3yvq atsign winlink dot org from WL2K

Used with permission Maryland-DC Section News for Sept. 13, 2017
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Emergency Net Activated in Wake of 
Earthquake in Mexico

The  National  Emergency  Net  of  the  FMRE -- 
Mexico's national Amateur Radio association -- activated on 
7.060  MHz (the  net  also  operates  on  3.690  and  14.120 
MHz) to handle any emergency traffic after a late-evening 
earthquake occurred off  Mexico's coast  on September 7. 
Radio  amateurs  not  involved  in  the  earthquake  disaster 
should avoid those frequencies, if active.

The  potent 
magnitude  8.2 
earthquake  off  Mexico's 
Pacific  Coast  --  the 
strongest in 100 years -- 
resulted  in  multiple 
fatalities.  The  tremor 
was  felt  around  Central 
America.  At  0500  UTC, 
Jose  Arturo  Molina, 
YS1MS, reported feeling 
a strong temblor within a 
few  minutes  of  the 
earthquake  in  Chiapas,  near  Mexico's  border  with 
Guatemala. In Honduras, Antonio Handal, HR2DX, located 
on the North Coast, also reported feeling the quake. A state 
of  emergency  continues  in  southern  Mexico,  and  new 
aftershocks occurred this week, raising the possibility that 
the  National  Emergency  Net  (RNE)  could  reactivate  on 
7.060  and  14.120  MHz.  --  Thanks  to  IARU  Region  2 
Coordinator Cesar Pio Santos, HR2P, for some information

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for Sept. 14, 2017
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

T-MARC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

T-MARC is The Mid-Atlantic Repeater Council.
T-MARC coordinates Amateur repeater operations 

to  help  keep  VHF  and  UHF  interference  problems  to  a 
minimum.

T-MARC's  areas  of  responsibility  include  the 
District of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, Northern Virginia 
and the eastern panhandle of West Virginia.

The  next  T-MARC  General  Membership  meeting 
will be held at the Columbia Amateur Radio Association's 
CARAFest  on  Sunday,  October  1,  2017  at  the  Howard 
County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, Md. The meeting 
will start at 10:30 am in the Dining Hall. More information on 
the hamfest may be found at:

www.carafest. org 

Meeting Agenda:
Welcome
Treasurers Report
Coordination Report
Proposal to utilize 441/446 segments for repeater  

inputs/outputs
RFinder discussion
TMARC Board Elections
Q&A            
Details on the proposed use of 441/446 segments 

can be found at:
http://www.tmarc.org/index_files/TmarcNews.htm

As  many  of  you  may  know,  last  year  the  ARRL 
decided to no longer accept coordinated repeater data from 
the frequency coordinators. The ARRL decided to use the 
"crowd-sourced"  data  provided  by  RFinder 
(http://www.rfinder.net)  and  encouraged  coordinators  to 
submit  their  information  to  RFinder  for  inclusion  in  the 
ARRL Repeater Directory.

The TMARC Board of Directors has been working 
on drafting an agreement to present to RFinder. Terms in 
that  agreement  would  include  TMARC  to  be  the  sole 
provider of repeater data and payment terms for that data. 
The discussion at the meeting will be to get an idea from 
the membership if we should participate in supplying data 
to RFinder and if we should pursue securing an agreement.

Earlier this year, we had one board member resign. 
Per  the  TMARC  Bylaws,  the  remaining  board  members 
elected Mike Kiron W3DCA to serve on the board until the 
next membership meeting.

As  such,  we  are  seeking  nominations  for  the 
TMARC Board. If you or someone you know would like to 
serve  on  the  board,  please  let  us  know.  Election  of  the 
TMARC Board will be held at the October 1st meeting.

You  may  view  the  T-MARC  home  page  at: 
http://tmarc.org/.
Used with permission Maryland-DC Section News for Sept.13, 2017
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Estonia, Kenya Join 60-Meter Club 

Radio amateurs in  Kenya and Estonia  now have 
access to a 60-meter band as of September 1. In Estonia, 

class  A and  B  licensees 
will  be  able  to  use 
5,351.5-5,366.5 kHz at  a 
maximum  of  15  W  PEP. 
They  also  have  the 
possibility  of  using  the 
segment  5,370  to  5,450 
kHz  with  a  maximum 
power of 100 W, but only 
with  special  permission 
and  for  emergency 

communication. Following a request from the Radio Society 
of  Kenya  (RSK),  telecommunications  regulator 
Communications  Authority  Kenya  has  granted  5,275  to 
5,450 kHz on a secondary basis. All modes are permitted 
with a maximum power of 400 W PEP.  -- Thanks to Paul  
Gaskell, G4MWO, editor, The 5 MHz Newsletter

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for September 7, 
2017^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS

This  is  a  list  of  hamfests  in  the  Maryland-DC 
Section area.

I  am including  hamfests  in  nearby  Pennsylvania, 
northern Virginia, West Virginia and Delaware as a courtesy 
to our neighboring  Section Managers.

I, as your MDC Section Manager, Marty Pittinger, 
KB3MXM, and/or a designated ARRL representative(s) plan 
to attend all hamfests in the ARRL Maryland-DC Section.

We hope to see you all there.
------------------------------------------
CARA Fest

Date: Sunday, October 1, 2017
Location: Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 
Fairgrounds Road,  West Friendship, MD 21794
Website: http://www.carafest.org
Sponsor: Columbia Amateur Radio Association
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Talk-In: 147.390+ (CTCSS: 156.7)
Public Contact: David Parkison, KB3VDY 1257 
Stevens Avenue,  Arbutus, MD 21227
Phone: 410-977-1249
Email: info@carafest.org

Mason Dixon Hamfest
Date: Sunday, October 22, 2017
Location: Sportman's Hall Roller Skating Center
15500 Hanover Pike,   Upperco, MD 21155
Website: http://qis.net/~k3pzn
Sponsor: Carroll County Amateur Radio Club
Talk-In: 145.410 (PL 114.8)
Public Contact: Steve Beckman, N3SB
2145 Bethel Road, Finksburg, MD 21048
Phone: 443-435-1089
E-mail: n3sb@qis.net

Second Annual American Legion PGCERA SantaFest
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2017
Location: American Legion Youth Camp, 9201 
Surratts Road,  Cheltenham, MD 20623
Website: pgares.org/santafest/index.html
Sponsor: American Legion and Prince Georges 
County,  Emergency Repeater Association
Talk-In: 145.230 (CTCSS: 110.9 Hz)
Public Contact: Charles Hallock, AA3WS, 16203 
Manning Road,   West Accokeek, MD 20607
Phone: 301-535-1666
E-mail: selbynet@hotmail.com

You may view upcoming Hamfests which are being 
held  in  the  MDC  Section  and  nearby  in  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  West  Virginia  and  northern  Virginia  area  by 
clicking on either  
http://www.arrl-mdc.net/hamfest.htm 
or the ARRL's Hamfest and Convention Calendar at:
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests-and-conventions-calendar.

Used  with  permission  Maryland-DC  Section  News  for  Sept.  13,  2017 
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 A Busy Season Revs Up Activations 
for Hurricane Maria

As this is written Monday morning, September 18, 
the  VoIP  Hurricane  Net will  activate  starting  at  11  AM 
EDT/1500 UTC until further notice for Hurricane Maria and 
impact  to  the  Leeward  Islands  over  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  WX4NHC,  the  Amateur  Radio 
station at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, will  be 
active starting at 5 PM EDT/2100 UTC Monday evening for 
the same purposes.

Maria will likely track toward the US Virgin Islands 
and  Puerto  Rico  later  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  with 
possible  tropical  storm  impacts  to  some  of  the  northern 
Leeward Islands during the day on Tuesday.

Hurricane Jose is expected to bring tropical storm 
conditions to portions of the northeast US and potentially 
the Mid-Atlantic states Tuesday and into Wednesday. Jose 
is expected to slowly weaken to a tropical storm over the 
next  couple  of  days  but  has a large  tropical  storm force 
wind  field  affecting  these  areas.  At  this  time,  the  VoIP 
Hurricane  Net  will  focus  on  Hurricane  Maria  and  her 
impacts  on  the  Caribbean  islands  since  direct  hurricane 
impacts are expected and local/regional SKYWARN groups 
will handle Jose's impacts in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
states  but  any  SKYWARN criteria  reports  received  from 
Jose by the VoIP Hurricane Net will be given to the NHC via 
the VoIP Hurricane Net web form.

Any Amateur Radio operators in the affected area 
of Maria or with relays into the affected area of Maria are 
asked to provide surface and damage reports into the VoIP 
Hurricane Net for relay into WX4NHC. The VoIP Hurricane 
Net is looking for reports based on the National Weather 
Service SKYWARN Reporting criteria, found here.

Any  images  or  videos  of  wind  damage, 
river/stream/urban/storm surge flooding, etc., can be sent to 
this  email  address:  pics@nsradio.org and  credit  will  be 
given  to  the  Amateur  Radio  operator,  weather  spotter  or 
individual that took the photos and media and be shared 
with  the  Amateur  Radio  team  at  the  National  Hurricane 
Center and other agencies and outlets.

Advisories and graphics on Maria and Jose can be 
viewed on the National Hurricane Center web site. Reports 
as obtained via the VoIP Hurricane Net from amateurs can 
be  found  here.  Stations  outside  the  affected  areas  can 
listen to  the VoIP Hurricane Net  on  any of  the following 
systems for listen-only purposes and can connect on either 
Echolink  or  IRLP:
*Sky_Gate* Echolink conference node: 868981/IRLP 9252

*KA1AAA*  Echolink  conference  node:  269929
*WASH_DC* Echolink conference node: 6154

See  also  http://voipwx.org and  a  YouTube 
livestream

Director of Operations for the VoIP Hurricane Net 
Rob Macedo, KD1CY, thanks all for their continued support 
of  the VoIP Hurricane Net. -  VoIP Hurricane Net bulletin, 
(9/17/17)

Used with permission The ARES E-Letter for Sept.r 20, 2017
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AARC STAFF – 2017

OFFICERS

President:
     Rich Grace, KB3ZYO                 410-500-1092

y  amahaturbo83@gmail.com

Vice Pres:
    Tom Wagner                      410-946-4564
            tominmd72@aol.com

Secretary:
   Keith Miller, AE3D                        240-158-0423

ae3d@graykitty.net
Treasurer:

    Justin Leishman /KC3BJT           ____________
                      kc3bjt@icloud.com
Directors:

    Timothy Nagel / KB3YQK      ____________ 
kb3yqk@gmail.com

    Mark Bova / W2PAW      240-274-6294
w2paw@markbova.com

    Jim Wallace, N3ADF                    301-464-0661
                          n3adf@arrl.net        

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:
          Dick Mayo / WW3R                           410-956-5099
 ww3r.maio@gmail.com 
Resident Agent:
          Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                             410-315-9403

jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:
          Milford Craig / N3WYG                      301-218-8867
                          n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:
          Paul Bowling / W4ATN                  410-934-1355
                         paul@w4atn.com
          Assistant:  Holly Bevan / N3MB         410-923-0229

n3mb@arrl.net   
Program Chairman:
          Rich Grace, KB3ZYO                        410-500-1092

y  amahaturbo83@gmail.com 
ARES/RACES:
          Ron Boller / N3WOF                          410-956-6127

n3wof@arrl.net
Joint 440 Comm:
          Gordon Davids / WJ3K                      410-647-2956

g.davids@verizon.net
FAR Representative
          Ed Brown / AA3EB                             301-856-3317

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
            Erick Graves / WA3G                     410-987-7670   
                          erick.g@comcast.net
Repeater Ops:
           John Williams /  K8JW                    410-647-7406

             k8jw@verizon.net
VE Team:
           Rick Steer - AB3XJ                         443-871-2583 
          ab3xj@yahoo.com                
Training:
            Keith Miller / AE3D                         301-805-1854
                         ae3d@graykitty.net
Packet Radio:
            Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO              240-426-2664

grhear@yahoo.com
Newsletter:
            Milford Craig / N3WYG                   301-218-8867

newsletter@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
            Mark Bova / W2PAW     240-274-6294

w2paw@markbova.com
Field Day:
           Rich Grace / KB3ZYO                       410-500-1092
                          yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
MDC QSO Party
             ___________________________ ___________

____________________

MD Slow Net:
            Bruce Stewart / W8CPG                 304-940-3076

chickenfarm9@gmail.com
ARRL MDC Section Manager :
            Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM          410-356-7899    
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net   
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule 
                                          

Second Saturday of each month – 
   Noon – AARC – Rick Steer - AB3XJ 

          
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI   443-310-4902  web site is 
tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers  

  To all exams bring:
• Picture ID
• Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)
• ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 

radio license
ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element 
credits (eg., FCC letters, old licenses or 
unexpired Certif icates of Successful 
Completion of Examination-CSCE)

http://tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
mailto:ww3r.maio@gmail.com
mailto:n3adf@arrl.net
mailto:kb3yqk@gmail.com
mailto:tominmd72@aol.com
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com


HAM? HAM radio? ham radio? Amateur 
Radio? amateur radio!

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU
On the ARRL PR mailing list, we've been discussing the 

proper way to refer to amateur radio. What brought this up was an 
email  from  one  list  subscriber,  Richard,  WB6NAH, who  was 
(rightfully)  proud of  the work  that  his  club—the  Skagit  Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Club—was doing.  He noted 
that  they  were  even  featured  in  the  police  department's 
emergency preparedness brochure:

[[download  image  from  http://www.kb6nu.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/skagit-arc-768x1024.jpg]]

As you can see, the brochure refers to "HAM radio" and 
"HAM radio operators."

Referring  to  amateur  radio  in  this  way  just  drives  me 
crazy.  "Ham  radio"  is  just  a  nickname  for  amateur  radio,  and 
"HAM" is certainly not an acronym for anything. I  congratulated 
Richard on getting his club included in the brochure, but noted, 
"...it’s  not  HAM radio!  It’s  either   'amateur  radio'  or  'ham radio' 
(ham is not an acronym). I hate to be nitpicky about this, but as a 
professional writer, this usage just drives me crazy." He replied, "I 
agree on Amateur Radio, that was the city's call."

That kicked off the discussion.
One  ham  replied  to  me  privately,  "Thank  you...I  am 

continually  trying  to  explain  that  it  is  not  an  acronym  or 
abbreviation."

Another replied to the list:
The most correct term is "amateur radio" or alternatively 

"ham radio", both written in normal case.  If using "ham radio", it is 
a best practice to first write "amateur (ham) radio" in the first non-
header/non-title occurrence.

Some will write "Amateur Radio" in proper noun format 
(first letters in caps) and while this may be acceptable to many 
and in certain venues, anyone using a style handbook will say it is 
incorrect.   Less correct is to write "Ham Radio" in proper noun 
format as this is a slang term, albeit a popular one.  Of course 
either term may be written as proper nouns when part of a title or 
name of an organization.

Least correct is to write "HAM" in all caps; as stated by 
others,  ham is  not  an  abbreviation  or  acronym.   Writing  it  as 
"HAM" is completely wrong, will drive many people bonkers, and 
should be avoided at all costs.

Ward, N0AX, offered this explanation:
To clarify where the capitalization originated, there is a 

long-standing ARRL Board Directive, decades old, stipulating that 
the words "Amateur Radio" be capitalized in ARRL publications 
and documents.  Most non-amateur publications return it  to the 
lower-case style that is used for non-proper nouns.

One guy got a little miffed that we were wasting our time 
discussing this at all:

You  know,  I've  been  reading  this  thread  and  I  think 
people are getting too hung up on very minor details. The bottom 
line they got PR. So something wasn't spelled right or capitalized, 
so what. The message got out and IMHO that's the bottom line. 
Let's not waste any more bandwidth on this.

I agreed that it was great that they were included in the 
brochure, and that we were probably beating this topic to death, 
but  I  don’t  think  these  are  minor  details.  I  said  that  PR 
professionals  pride  themselves  on  getting  the  details  right.  So 
should amateur radio PR people.

I'll give the final word to Dan, AI4GK. He wrote:
I  don't  think  that  standardizing  what  we call  ourselves 

qualifies as getting hung up on minor details. If we don't have a 
standardized way of referring to us, how can we expect a public, 
who already is confused, to understand who we are?

I  don't  think  that  you  can  argue  with  this.  Let's  avoid 
confusion  by  using  "amateur  radio"  when  writing  about  our 
hobby/service.  I'd  even  urge  the  ARRL to  rethink  their  use  of 

"Amateur Radio." Sometimes, it may be OK to use "ham radio," 
but it's just not correct to use "HAM radio" or just "HAM."

---
Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides 
and blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com. When he's not picking nits about the 
name of  our  hobby,  he teaches ham radio  classes and operates CW  on the HF  
bands. You can email him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com.

Used with permission Dan Romanchik, KB6NU
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

The Marine Corps Marathon

Dear Amateur Radio Volunteer,

Picture  this:  An  exhausted  runner  reaching  for  a 
cup  of  Gatorade;  a  nervous  first-timer  standing  in  line, 
about to retrieve his long-awaited bib number; a mother in 
search of the nearest Metro that will get her to the finish line 
on time; a runner in need of Vaseline, some Band-Aids, and 
ice. As someone who has chosen to assume the roles of a 
MCM  volunteer,  it  is  crucial  you  are  equipped  with  the 
knowledge  to  fully  embrace  and  handle  scenarios  like 
these.

As an integral  part  of  the execution of  this world 
class  event,  you  assume  the  responsibilities  bestowed 
upon  that  of  a  Marine.  On  10/22/2017,  volunteers  and 
Marines unite. One team, one fight.

The Marine Corps  capitalizes  on leadership  from 
the moment a Marine enters boot camp. 10/22/2017 is your 
first day of boot camp. What you should consider, as you 
assume this vital role in October:

• Know yourself and seek self-improvement.
• Be technically and tactically proficient.
• Make sound and timely decisions.
• Set the example.
• Ensure assigned tasks are understood, 

supervised, and accomplished.
• Work with your fellow volunteers and Marines as 

team.
Take these Marine Corps leadership principles and 

begin  to  envision  the  ways  you  will  apply  them  to  your 
adventure  as  an  MCM  volunteer.  30,000  runners  and 
thousands more of their friends and families are counting 
on you. The MCM believes in you because you made the 
decision to join the effort in the first place – you are already 
demonstrating great leadership.

Recruit  for  the MCM.  Announce this  endeavor  to 
your friends as several volunteer opportunities still remain.  
If you are no longer able to serve, please respond to this 
email, as soon as possible.  All important MCM information 
is available at www.marinemarathon.com

Additional job specific information will  be sent out 
closer to the event.

Semper Fidelis.

Marine Corps Marathon
Your 42nd MCM Volunteer Assignment
Job Title: HAM Operators
Job Location: As Directed by HAM Operations
Job Date & Time: 10/22/2017 from 4:00:00 AM to 3:30:00 
PM
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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T-MARC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

T-MARC is The Mid-Atlantic Repeater Council.
T-MARC coordinates Amateur repeater operations 

to  help  keep  VHF  and  UHF  interference  problems  to  a 
minimum.

T-MARC's  areas  of  responsibility  include  the 
District of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, Northern Virginia 
and the eastern panhandle of West Virginia.

The  next  T-MARC  General  Membership  meeting 
will be held at the Columbia Amateur Radio Association's 
CARAFest  on  Sunday,  October  1,  2017  at  the  Howard 
County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, Md. The meeting 
will start at 10:30 am in the Dining Hall. More information on 
the hamfest may be found at:

www.carafest. org
 
Meeting Agenda:

Welcome
Treasurers Report
Coordination Report
Proposal to utilize 441/446 segments for repeater  

inputs/outputs
RFinder discussion
TMARC Board Elections
Q&A
               
Details on the proposed use of 441/446 segments 

can be found at:
http://www.tmarc.org/index_files/TmarcNews.htm

As  many  of  you  may  know,  last  year  the  ARRL 
decided to no longer accept coordinated repeater data from 
the frequency coordinators. The ARRL decided to use the 
"crowd-sourced"  data  provided  by  RFinder 
(http://www.rfinder.net)  and  encouraged  coordinators  to 
submit  their  information  to  RFinder  for  inclusion  in  the 
ARRL Repeater Directory.

The TMARC Board of Directors has been working 
on drafting an agreement to present to RFinder. Terms in 
that  agreement  would  include  TMARC  to  be  the  sole 
provider of repeater data and payment terms for that data. 
The discussion at the meeting will be to get an idea from 
the membership if we should participate in supplying data 
to RFinder and if we should pursue securing an agreement.

Earlier this year, we had one board member resign. 
Per  the  TMARC  Bylaws,  the  remaining  board  members 
elected Mike Kiron W3DCA to serve on the board until the 
next membership meeting.

As  such,  we  are  seeking  nominations  for  the 
TMARC Board. If you or someone you know would like to 
serve  on  the  board,  please  let  us  know.  Election  of  the 
TMARC Board will be held at the October 1st meeting.

You  may  view  the  T-MARC  home  page  at: 
http://tmarc.org/.

Used with permission Maryland-DC Section News for Sept.13, 2017
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AARC Two-Meter 
Net Controller Schedule 2017

(Year/Month/Day)

17/7/5 K3ACT Chuck

17/7/12 WA3SKN Mike

17/7/19 KB3YQK Tim

17/7/26 K3MAW Mike

17/8/2 AA3EB Ed

17/8/9 KB3ZYO Rich

17/8/16 KB3MUV Raven

17/8/23 K3ACT Chuck

17/8/30 WA3SKN Mike

17/9/6 KB3YQK Tim

7/9/13 K3MAW Mike

17/9/20 AA3EB Ed

17/9/27 KB3ZYO Rich

17/10/4 KB3MUV Raven

17/10/11 K3ACT Chuck

17/10/18 WA3SKN Mike

17/10/25 KB3YQK Tim

17/11/1 K3MAW Mike

17/11/8 AA3EB Ed

17/11/15 KB3ZYO Rich

7/11/22 KB3MUV Raven

17/11/29 K3ACT Chuck

17/12/6 WA3SKN Mike

17/12/13 KB3YQK Tim

17/12/20 K3MAW Mike

17/12/27 AA3EB Ed

http://tmarc.org/
http://www.rfinder.net/
http://www.tmarc.org/index_files/TmarcNews.htm
http://www.carafest/


The Radio Amateur Operator 
is…

CONSIDERATE
...He/[She] never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL
...He/[She] offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, 

the IARU Radio Society in his/[her] country, through which Amateur Radio 
in his/[her] country is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
...He/[She] keeps his/[her] station up to date.  It is well-built and efficient.  

His/[Her] operating practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY
...He/[She] operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly 

advice and counsel to beginners; kind assistance, cooperation 
and consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED
...Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC
...His/[Her] station and skills are always ready for service to country and community.

- adapted from the original Amateur's Code, written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928The Radio Amateur's Code
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