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Congratulations to the
New Hams and Upgrades

All that studying and wishing and thinking and
planning how paid off for some folk who took time to
persue their hobby. Congratulation to all of you who
are listed below and all others who have worked and
studied to receive your ‘TICKET’. Now the training will
begin. Here is some steps to take:

Find a friend (the term is ‘elmer’) who will
encourage and help you get on the air.

Get on the W3VPR repeater 147.107, (PL
Tone 107.2) ask your elmer about these and how to
use this in your radio.

Jump in and enjoy talking with like minded folk
across the town or around the world.

As for us who are on the repeaters and other
frequencies, listen out for these new HAMS and
welcome then into a unique group of individuals.

Our congratulations goes out to: these
successful candidates of the August 12, 2017 Testing
Session

Charles Gross. KC3JQW — new Tech
Carl Drew. KC3JQX — new Tech

John Meyer. KC3JQY — new Tech

Kip Einbrod. KC3JQZ — new Tech
Jamison Phipps. W3KNH - upgrade to
General

Charles Quintero.KC3JPN — upgrade to

General and Extra

Also, in the Newsletter under the “Mark your
Calendars” section, it shows Steve as the VE contact
person.

73,
AB3XJ — Rick Steer
VEC Coordinator

A message from ARRL President

Rick Roderick, KSUR
August 8, 2017

Dear ARRL Member:

Based on feedback I've received, it seems
to me that some members still don't fully
understand certain features of the Amateur Radio
Parity Act (ARPA) and what it is meant to do. To
make things clearer, we have developed an FAQ
in the format of questions and answers. Please
take a few minutes and read the FAQ to learn
more about the ARPA.

Here is the direct link:
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Requlatory/The
%20Amateur%20Radio%20Parity%20Act

%20FAQ.pdf

Here is another link with additional
information:

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act

Thanks to those of you who have written
your Senators in support of the ARPA. If you have
not done so, please do so by clicking on the link
below. It only takes a minute.
https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-us-senate-
to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act

Thanks. Let’s keep the effort moving!
73,

Rick - KSUR

Rick Roderick, KSUR

President

ARRL - The national association for Amateur Radio®
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Ham Hoping to Crowdfund
Experimental Time at HAARP Facility

Another Luxembourg Effect experiment could take
place at Alaska's High-Frequency Active Auroral Research
Program (HAARP) facility during its September research
campaign. Jeff Dumps, KL4IU -- a self-described
construction worker, electronics technician, and radio
enthusiast -- wants to purchase 12 minutes at the HAARP
controls to carry out his investigation, which he's hoping to
fund with donations. Dumps told ARRL that if he doesn't
meet his funding goal, he'll donate whatever money has
been contributed to the Arctic Amateur Radio Club (KL7KC)
and HAARP.

"My experiment will attempt to answer some
questions about how audio frequencies transfer between

"Row, Row, Row Your Boat." Dumps composed some of the
music, and he arranged and performed all of it.

"Generally, any
scientist with funds can
conduct experiments with
HAARP, provided the
experiment conforms with
technical limitations of the
facility and with federal
regulations,"  Fallen told

ARRL. "I think it is exciting to
see public citizen-scientist
interest in performing -- and
funding -- HAARP
experiments. There are many
new science opportunities
when the collective creativity,
knowledge, and resources of

radio enthusiasts are

Jeff Dumps, KL4IU, wants a few

minutes at the HAARP control

unleashed." osition
Fallen said | ’
UAF's  Geophysical

Institute is operating HAARP with a "user fee
model," in which fees paid for HAARP time by
scientists -- typically with federal grant support --
fund the operations and maintenance of the facility.
Currently, that fee is $5,000 per hour, to cover such
expenses as generator fuel, compensation of year-
“|lround support staff, and heating the facility
throughout the winter. "Short experiments
consisting of a few hours or less are typically
bundled together in ‘'experiment campaigns' for
cost efficiency," Fallen explained.

If the crowdfunding campaign is
? successful, Fallen said he plans to help Dumps in
constructing an experiment they can perform.

radio stations during the Luxembourg Effect (lonospheric
Cross Modulation)," Dumps explained in describing his
proposed experiment.

The super-power ionosphere research facility is
owned and operated by the University of Alaska-Fairbanks
Geophysical Institute. The HAARP site includes a huge
array of transmitting antennas, transmitters and amplifiers,
and computerized controls. In the past, it has been used for
experiments that involve ionospheric heating.

Dumps concedes that his is an amateur's approach
to a science experiment. "It may not be in a typical fashion
one would see from a physics student or a scientist," he
said. "Even if my experiment doesn't provide any insightful
information, as happens quite often in real scientific
experiments, it will be a great opportunity to test a
hypothesis."

Dumps said he hopes his experiment will inspire
and motivate others to pursue their own scientific interests.

UAF Space Physics Group Assistant Research
Professor Chris Fallen, KL3WX, who conducted is own
Luxembourg Effect experiment earlier this year, said he
wishes Dumps well in his efforts. Fallen transmitted some
music during his own Luxembourg Effect experiments last
February. In addition to tones, he transmitted a dance track,
an arrangement of Pachelbel's Canon, and a variation of
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First Bulgarian Amateur Radio CubeSat
to Launch in 2018:

The Bulgarian Federation of Radio Amateurs
(BFRA) is collaborating with the Space Challenges program
and EnduroSat to launch the first Bulgarian Amateur Radio
CubeSat -- EnduroSat One. The CubeSat will transmit a
CW beacon and 9.6 k AX.25 telemetry on Amateur Radio
frequencies. The 1U CubeSat
will be launched to the
International Space Station
(ISS) for later deployment and
will serve as an educational
activity  for  the Space
Challenges  Program  and
hundreds of students from
various universities in Bulgaria, teaching practical satellite
communication and promoting the Amateur Radio hobby to
young people. EnduroSat One will be manifested on a
SpaceX CRS-14 cargo resupply mission to the ISS in
February 2018 for later deployment into orbit.
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Chesapeake 2 Meter Activity Net

Entering its 7" Year of operations, the
Chesapeake 2 Meter Activity Net seeks to fill the void of
Low/No activity on Saturday Evenings....

The initial goal was to attract stations surrounding
the Chesapeake Bay, those running 50-100 watts SSB with
modest antennas horizontally polarized.

What happened is that stations from VA, PA, DE,
NJ, NY and CT have formed the basis of activity....

Currently there is only 1-2 stations from Maryland
who form the core participants... | am trying to change that
with this message....

Saturday evenings at 9:30pm local time, on
144.205mhz, the net gathers to share comments on the
week’s activities on 2 Meters with some 6 and 432
comments included..

When conditions are good; stations from eastern
Ohio and Canada join in and excite the crowd.... !I!

Over the years’ time more than 100 different
stations will “stop by” and share comments.... Average
Sat. check ins currently are 10-14...

It should also be noted that KA1ZE/3 conducts a
net on the same freq. every weekday morning form 7-9 AM
conditions permitting. Lots of activity in the mornings!!

SO, have a 2M ssb rig and modest antenna ???
Come join the fun on 2 Meters every Saturday 9:30PM...
excepting contest weekends...

Net Control:

Ray Albert, W3BFC, Alts N3MWQ/K3BPP

http://www.financialcents.info
Annapolis/Tilghman
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ARRL Posts Amateur Radio

Parity Act FAQ

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 is now in the
US Senate (S. 1534). ARRL has developed and posted a
list of frequently asked questions (FAQs), "The Amateur
Radio Parity Act: Setting the Record Straight," to explain
and to clarify what the passage of the legislation would
accomplish -- as well as what it would not.

"There has
been o] much
misinformation floating
around on forums,
blogs, podcasts, etc.
regarding the Amateur
Radio Parity Act, that
we realized a listing of
facts as to what the bill
is and what it does was
long overdue," said
ARRL Hudson Division
Director Mike Lisenco,
N2YBB, who chairs the
ARRL Board's ad hoc Legislative Advocacy Committee.

ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD,
prepared the FAQ on behalf of the Board of Directors and
its ad hoc Legislative Advocacy Committee.

"We trust that this will address any concerns you
may have had about the legislation," Lisenco said. "Let's
buckle down and get this bill passed. We can only do this
with your help."

Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard
Blumenthal (D-CT) co-sponsored S. 1534, which was
introduced in the US Senate on July 12, marking another
step forward for this landmark legislation. The measure will,
for the first time, guarantee all radio amateurs living in
deed-restricted communities governed by a homeowner's
association (HOA) or subject to any private land-use
regulations, the right to erect and maintain effective outdoor
antennas at their homes. Senate bill S. 1534 is identical to
House bill H.R. 555, which passed in January.

In a message to ARRL members this week, ARRL
President Rick Roderick, K5UR, thanked all who have
written their Senators in support of S. 1534. "If you have not
done so, please do," Roderick said, referring to the bill's

Rally Congress page.
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Report from the
AARC Membership Committee

Our membership has reached 150+ members!
Thanks to everyone who has joined or renewed your
membership! This club is what you make it!

If you have not read it, the August Newsletter is up
at: http://www.w3vpr.org/node/283

Also, there is a club meeting this week on
Thursday. Info is on the Calendar.

As always, if you need cards check for WAS,
VUCC, or DXCC let me know. | am coaching Southern HS
Cross Country evening from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, but it is
not far from the club house and | can meet you at a meeting
if we schedule it ahead of time.

Finally, many of you know Holly/N3MB has not be
able to run the morning net for a few months now. | think
we need to start getting it going and give her something to
listen for.. Let's start getting back on the repeaters during
our commute and morning coffee and check-in.

73,

Doug / NA1DX
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ARRL Now on Snapchat:

ARRL is now on the Snapchat social media
platform as ARRLHQ. Only used on
mobile devices (iI0S and Android),
Snapchat is a way to share photos,
videos, or a combination -- called
"snaps" -- which remain available for
viewing for 24 hours. Information on
how to get started on Snapchat, so you
can follow ARRLHQ, is on the Snapchat

website, along with additional details.
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FT8 Mode is Latest Bright Shiny Object

in Amateur Radio Digital World

It's still in beta testing, but FT8 -- the latest digital bauble to
capture the imagination of the Amateur Radio community --
has been luring away many of those already using the
already-popular JT65 "weak-signal" mode. FT8 is included
in a beta release of WSJT-X, version 1.8.0-rc1. Among its
biggest advantages is a shorter transmit-receive cycle,
meaning quicker contacts. The notes for the "candidate"
release say that FT8 offers "sensitivity down to -20 dB on
the AWGN channel." Contacts are four times faster than
with JT65 or JT9, and an entire FT8 contact can take place
in about 1 minute.

The new
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frequency shift
keying format. Tones are spaced at 6.25 Hz, and an FT8
signal occupies just 50 Hz. Unlike JT65 or JT9, transmit
and receive cycles in FT8 each last about 15 seconds. Like
JT65, FT8 requires accurate time synchronization. An auto-
sequencing feature offers the option to respond
automatically to the first decoded reply to your CQ.

"FT8 is an excellent mode for HF DXing and for situations
like multi-hop E_ on 6 meters, where deep QSB may make

fast and reliable completion of QSOs desirable," Taylor's
release notes assert.

ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey,
KI1U, has been using FT8 from the start and put W1AW on
FT8 for the first time a few weeks ago on 6 meters.

"This mode is a game changer for 6 meters," Corey said.
"Activity is intense, and contacts are possible using this
mode when the band seems totally dead." Corey said it's
easy to get on with FT8, call CQ, and "quickly fill the log,"

and he rated the auto-sequencing feature as "awesome."
"FT8 G e s i -
gives : - :
small and B i
modest i E:
stations a E | 5
-1 =}
real = = $
chance
at

participating in programs like DXCC, VUCC and WAS; and,
to top it off, at a time when band conditions are far from
optimal." Corey said.

The beta release came out just days before the July CQ
VHF Contest and proved to be a boon to many operators
who took advantage of FT8 on 6 meters. In a limited outing
for the CQ VHF, Frank Donovan, W3LPL, made 22 FT8

contacts on 6 meters, some of which "may have been
difficult to complete on CW," he said.

"We know that the advent of new mode FT8 means that
new material is needed for the User Guide," Taylor told the
Yahoo Meteor Scatter and Weak Signal Group this week.
"We will be working on that in the near future." A new
Facebook group has been established for FT8
experimenters.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for August 3, 2017
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Northern California DX Club
Launching Initiative to Get

Newcomers on HF Bands

The Northern California DX Club (NCDXC) has announced
an initiative aimed at getting more new Technician and
General class radio amateurs active on HF. The NCDXC
Elmering Project will launch in mid-September.
"Looking around the room at
local club meetings makes it
very clear that we are all
aging," NCDXC's John
Eisenberg, K6YP, said. "It is
critical to the ongoing life of
our hobby to recruit new blood
into our ranks. We all know
this, but it is difficult to
organize and take effective
' action to start programs to

+ introduce new people to the

joys of HF operating. We can't

generate new DXers until we have new HF operators."
NCDXC said its Elmering Project is aimed squarely at
swelling the pool of new HF operators and getting them on
HF. After some introductory classes, three curriculum tracks
are offered: General License Exam Preparation, HF
Operating and Station Building, and Advanced Topics.
Students sign up only for the classes that interest them;
instruction will be at the participant's skill level. The club
said classes will cover such topics as advanced HF phone,
CW, and digital mode operating skills, propagation analysis,
and antennas. Some classes will be taught using
PowerPoint presentations delivered to a student's computer
via WebEx.
"Participants need no special software, as WebEx allows
each user to see and hear the presentation and participate
in the two-way audio stream," Eisenberg said. "Students
may be local or on the other side of the country." Additional
instruction by personal Elmers will take place at the Elmer's
shack, where students will gain on-the-air experience using
the skills they've been learning.
"Our goal is to put new hams on the air on the HF bands
and give them the tools to enjoy the many aspects of the
HF experience," Eisenberg said. "We will strive to make
each class fun. We want each participant to succeed!"
More information about each track and the classes it
contains are on the NCDXC website, along with the
PowerPoint presentations
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Solar Eclipse QSO Party a Hit, Science

Conclusions Await Additional Analysis

08/24/2017

The 2017 Solar Eclipse QSO Party (SEQP) is history, and,
while logs are still coming in, the preliminary participation
numbers look good, according to Nathaniel Frissell,
W2NAF, of HamSCl.

“Although the final numbers are not yet in, preliminary
reports show that over 670,000 spots were detected by the
Reverse Beacon Network (RBN), and over 542,000 spots
were reported to PSKReporter [PSK Automatic
Propagation Reporter] during the SEQP,” Frissell told ARRL
on August 22. “These numbers will increase as data is
processed. The PSKReporter statistics page shows that
today [August 21] had the highest amount of activity of
any day currently available on the website.”

Frissell said overall, the event went well, and he heard a lot
of on-the-air activity during the 8 hours the SEQP was
running.

“It will take some time to get a more scientific analysis of
this, but we should have some results by the middle of this
semester,” said Frissell, who is an associate research
professor at the New Jersey Institute of Technology. Frissell
and others are investigating whether the sudden absence
of sunlight during the eclipse — and especially of solar
ultra-violet and x-rays would briefly change the
properties of the upper atmosphere.

Despite more than 60 years of research, “open questions
remain regarding eclipse-induced ionospheric impacts,”
Frissell explained in a paper, “HamSCI and the 2017 Total
Solar Eclipse,” that he’'ll deliver this year at the ARRL-TAPR
Digital Communications Conference (DCC).

He is encouraging anyone who took part in the SEQP to
submit a log by September 30. Once their logs are
submitted, SEQP participants will get a PDF Certificate of
Participation. Frissell, who was in Gilbertsville, Kentucky to
observe the eclipse, said, “Totality was beautiful.”

At Maxim Memorial Station W1AW, the focus was more on
keeping on top of any emergency situations that could arise
from the thousands of visitors converging along the narrow
strip of totality. ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager
Mike Corey, KI1U, and his assistant Ken Bailey, K1FUG,
checked into and monitored the SATERN Net on 20 meters.
They also monitored the interoperability channel 1 on 60
meters for coordination with federal partners. W1AW
Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, checked into WL2K
nodes on 40 meters for any possible traffic. “Also, during
this time, we went outside to look at the eclipse!” Carcia
added.

Many Amateur Radio special event stations were also on
the air along the path of totality on August 21.

Veteran Broadcast Listener (BCL) Bill Feidt, NG3K, in
Maryland, conducted an informal propagation experiment
on the AM Broadcast Band, listening on 1070 kHz, which,
he reported, “came alive with many signals,” at about 1830
UTC. “It was pretty much a jumble,” he told ARRL. “But just
before 1900 UTC, | was able to identify WNCT in
Greenville, North Carolina, which became quite strong and
dominant for a few minutes.” WNCT’s 50-kW daytime signal
is aimed away from Maryland.

Elsewhere, using the S meter on his Panasonic RF-4900

receiver, 88-year-old John S. Erickson of Schenectady,
New York, the father of ionospheric researcher Phil
Erickson, W1PJE, recorded the signal strength of WWV
time signals on 10 and 15 MHz every 10 minutes. His
results show that nighttime conditions, where WWV got
stronger on 10 MHz and weaker at 15 MHz, occurred
before local eclipse passage on long paths. His data are
being passed on to HamSClI for analysis.

“‘RF Seismograph” Sees Little Effect

An initial analysis of solar eclipse RF__Seismograph
measurements by Alex Schwarz, VE7DXW, and his
Modulation-Demodulation Software Radio (MDSR) group
has suggested that the effect of the brief interruption in
solar radiation within an approximately 70-mile-wide strip
had minimal overall effect on radio propagation. The
Scanning RF Seismograph is a real-time HF propagation
monitoring tool.

“The Solar Eclipse RF Seismograph exclusively showed
that propagation changes, but not to the extent that folk
tales report,” Schwarz and the MDSR team said in a news
release. “During the eclipse we measured in three
locations, and two did not show any changes in the way
propagation behaves. On the third station, at an elevation
of 900 meters, the 40-meter band came up, but that is not
any different from regular 40-meter behavior.”

The team believes that increased absorption on the low
bands from high solar activity may have been a factor in the
measurement’s not yielding expected results. “The small
band of darkness could not compensate for the thicker D
Layer,” the MDSR news release said.

Frissell told Schwarz that he’d be “very hesitant to make
these conclusions so quickly and based on observations
from a single point of reference.”

“We know from past experiments that there are significant
ionospheric changes resulting from the eclipse. Even from
a citizen-science standpoint, many of these changes have
been documented. We are hoping to see these effects on a
larger scale.”

Frissell pointed to observations made during the 1999
eclipse in the UK by Ruth Bamford at the Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory.

‘I think more work needs to be done before any firm
conclusions can be made,” he told ARRL. “I believe we will
be able to see an effect in our observations.”

Used with permission ARRL News Feed 8/29/2017
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The Anne Arundel Radio Club

is a registered 501C3 charity.

We are pleased to receive
any donations over your yearly
dues.
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W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer
Operating Schedule

ARRL Bulletin 11 ARLB011

>From ARRL Headquarters Newington CT March 13, 2017

To all radio amateurs

Morning Schedule:

Time Mode Days
1300 UTC (9AM ET) CWs Wed, Fri
1300 UTC (9AM ET) CWf Tue, Thu

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1400 UTC to 1600 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM ET)
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET)

(Station closed 1600 to 1700 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM ET))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2000 UTC (4 PMET)  CWf Mon, Wed, Fri
2000 " " CWs  Tue, Thu
2100 * (5PMET) CWb  Daily

2200 " (6PMET) DIGITAL Daily

2300 " (7PMET) CWs Mon, Wed, Fri
2300 " CWi Tue, Thu
0000 " (8PMET) CWb Daily

0100 " (9PMET) DIGITAL Daily

0145 " (9:45 PMET) VOICE  Daily

0200 * (10PMET) CWf Mon, Wed, Fri
0200 " " CWs Tue, Thu
0300 * (11PMET) CWb Daily

Frequencies (MHz)

CW: 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675
28.0675 147.555

DIGITAL: - 3.59757.095 14.095 18.1025 21.095
28.095 147.555

VOICE: 1.8553.990 7.290 14.290 18.160 21.390
28.590 147.555

Notes:

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) =5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15
WPM

CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13
and 10 WPM

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs
and CW bulletins.

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16
in a revolving schedule.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each
practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at
the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2230 UTC (6:30 PM ET),
Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on
the regular digital frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins
between 0000 UTC (8 PM ET) Thursdays and 0000 UTC (8
PM ET) Fridays.

Audio from W1AW's CW code practices, and
CW/digital/phone bulletins is available using EchoLink via
the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT." The
monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs are presented here as
well. The CW(/digital/phone audio is sent in real-time and
runs concurrently with W1AW's regular transmission
schedule.

All users who connect to the conference server are muted.
Please note that any questions or comments about this
server should not be sent via the "Text" window in
EchoLink. Please direct any questions

or comments to wlaw@arrl.org.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special
bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Digital at 15 minutes
past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1400
UTC to 1600 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM ET), and then from
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) Monday
through Friday. Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur
license or a photocopy.

The complete W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on
page 105 in the April 2017 issue of QST or on the web at,

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule .

Used with permission ARLB011 W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer Operating
Schedule
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Historic Project Amelia Earhart Flight

Ends Successfully
His 'round-the-world Project Amelia Earhart

commemorative flight now complete, pilot and radio
amateur Brian Lloyd, WB6RQN, is back on his home turf in
Texas. The solo circumnavigation in his single-engine plane
Spirit took a little longer than 2 months.

"I did it! | did it!" Lloyd _
exclaimed to the crowd awaiting is|
arrival at Kestrel Airpark in Texas on |
August 4. "This was not a solo flight. [{. %
This was a flight that was supported [|* =
by hundreds of people,” he said
after landing. Lloyd logged hundreds |
of Amateur Radio contacts over the
course of his entire adventure,
which was funded by The Classic|

Aircraft  Aviaton Museum and |=
through  other donations. He
retraced the route the famous

aviator never finished in 1937.

A problem with the plane's
fuel system at the approximate
halfway point caused Lloyd to turn
back for repairs. That and some
poor weather delayed his return to
Texas by a few days.

At mid-week, Lloyd wrote in /|®
his blog that he was working up "all {4
the information about my flight to ||
both Earthrounders and the NAA'
[National Aeronautic Association], so
that my circumnavigation becomes
official."

Lloyd said on his website that he's not sure what to
attempt next. "There is still Lindbergh's flight and a shot at
the world speed record over the route from NYC to Paris,"
he mused. He acknowledged that a lot of hams he
contacted are waiting for a QSL card. "Trying to fly, make
contacts, and getting the info onto paper is a challenge," he

-

said.

Lloyd landed in Oakland, California, on July 31,
marking his return to the Continental US. On his final leg,
he visited the Amelia Earhart Museum in Atchison, Kansas,
before ending his epic flight at his home airfield, Kestrel
Airpark in Texas, where the celebration awaited. Lloyd
crossed the meridian that passes through Kestrel Airpark

on his way to Atchison, Earhart's birthplace, at that point
successfully circumnavigating the globe.

After landing in Texas, Lloyd offered his remaining
supply of granola bars that had traveled with him around
the globe to those crowding around Spirit.

The actual length of his 'round-the-world flight was
34,463 miles, Lloyd determined after reviewing his flight
log. "If you include the hops where | had to turn back for

ZRe #_____ :r- Eé__jdi_hilu-_L_t L2

problems and test hops after maintenance, the distance
would have been over 31,000 nautical miles," he noted.
"That is a long way to fly." The entire trip took 66 days, with
some 200 hours in the air. -- Thanks to Brian Lloyd,
WB6RQN, and Jim Linton, VK3PC

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for August 10, 2017
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MDC SECTION HF HOSPITAL NET TIME
CHANGE

ARES-* has decided to move the time for the HF
Hospital net. As of August 23rd, the new start time will be
7:00 PM EDT on 3820 kHz.

This change is due to the interference from a
Spanish net that runs at 7:30 PM EDT on the same
frequency.

The MDC Section HF Hospital net is held on
Wednesday after the third Monday of every month.

Upcoming MDC Section HF Hospital Nets will be
held: Wednesday, August 23rd Wednesday, September
20th and Wednesday, October 18th

Please check in if only to give us a holler.

Thank you and 73,
Wanda Montgomery KA3AHI

Used with permission MONTHLY MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17
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The Ham Arundel News is the monthly
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and
information to Milford at newsletter@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions — The Saturday after
the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club
Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$30 per year, payable December 1st
Discounts available for family members and
students
World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P. M. Daily

AAAANNAANNNAANNNNANNANAANNNNNANNNNANNNNANANNAANNNNAANNNNAANN

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive a commission for every new
ARRL membership and renewal they submit to ARRL

Headquarters. Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each
regular or senior membership submitted to ARRL
Headquarters:

Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR
lapsed membership (of two years or more).

Clubs retain $2 for each renewal,

A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even
before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC)
to the club treasurer.

Mark Your
Calendars

A
| REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Club Meetings are held on the first and third
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at the
clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD
Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the
Month - Check in at Noon, Exams at IPM - At the
clubhouse - Contact Steve/K3BAY k3bay@w3vpr.org

Weekly AARC 2-Meter Net on 147.105
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every
Wednesday at 8 PM - All Welcome

2 meter Morning Commuter Net on 147.105
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every morning
6:30 am to 9:00 am. This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-
Holly-net starts at 5 AM or so.

EVENT SCHEDULE

Thursday, September 7 7:30pm
AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Saturday, September 9 12:00pm

AARC Free Exams for your FCC amateur radio license,

every second Saturday of the month.
1:00pm

AARC Mesh Networking Group. at 1 to 4 PM at the
clubhouse

Thursday, September 14 7:30pm

AARC board meeting (we have an open meeting policy)

Sunday, September 10

Saturday, September 16 11:30am
AARC September Family Potluck Picnic!

Thursday, September 21 7:30pm
AARC Club meeting, newcomers always welcome.
Sunday, September 24 6:00am

AARC (support needed) Run for the Lighthouse Half
Marathon Details

1:00pm
AARC Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair, at 1 to 4 PM
at the clubhouse



https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NDhkYWpydjFsaWExbjExNjEzMnRqZXZwaDggNGRucm5xbHUzN3AxMWg2MWRvYzBxMTYxM2tAZw&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.w3vpr.org/node/56
https://www.w3vpr.org/node/5
mailto:k3bay@w3vpr.org

Texas Flood Zone ARES Volunteers
Advised to Stay Home,

Family Safety Comes First
08/28/2017

As Tropical Storm Harvey heads southeastward,
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES®) team
members are being advised that the impact to the region’s
communications infrastructure has been relatively minimal
so far, considering the strength of the storm and the
magnitude of the flooding. South Texas ARES remains on
standby as the response phase continues and sheltering
becomes a growing need.

ARRL South Texas Section Manager Lee
Cooper, W5LHC, told ARRL today (August 28) that the
disaster will be in the response phase for several days,
although needs may change later in the response phase or
when it transitions to the recovery phase.

According to the FCC, most 911 centers are
functioning. The agency has estimated that 95% of the
cellular network is operational as well. The
telecommunications infrastructure in Texas was hardened
following Hurricane lke in 2008. Sprint, T-Mobile, and
Verizon are offering free services to subscribers in the most
devastated areas, according to a Wall Street Journal
report.

There also is no current need for Amateur Radio
volunteers from outside the South Texas Section, Cooper
told ARRL Headquarters. The Section already has been in
touch with the North Texas, West Texas, Oklahoma, and
Arkansas sections for mutual aid. The New Mexico Section
also has volunteered to assist.

ARRL South Texas SEC Jeff Walter, KESFGA, said
in a situation update over the weekend that nets should
begin to take in and exchange information from the affected
areas this week, noting that this can be done from home,
where possible.

“Harris County and the City of Houston have issued
a shelter-in-place order,” Walter said. “The local region is
paralyzed. Resources are stretched to accommodate all
calls for assistance. Take care of your family first, then if
you are able to help in the recovery phase contact your
local Emergency Coordinator or District Emergency
Coordinator for instruction on what to do. Do not show up
without approval from your local EC.”

Flooding in the affected region of southeastern
Texas is of catastrophic and historic proportions, with
torrential rain continuing and causing life- threatening
flooding. According to a Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) update, additional rain accumulations of 15
to 25 inches expected through the end of the week over the
upper Texas coast into southwestern Louisiana. An
estimated 12 million people are under a flash flood
emergency in three counties as well as the City of Houston.
Harvey moved back into the Gulf of Mexico today (August
28) and was expected to make a second landfall.

Tropical storm conditions persist along portions of
Gulf coast, FEMA noted, and stronger thunderstorms
associated with rain bands to the east of Harvey will pose a
tornado threat. River flooding is expected from Houston to
Corpus Christi and San Antonio/Austin, Texas, with the
greatest threats near the San Bernard, Colorado, Navidad,

and Guadalupe basins

Some 271,000 are without power in Texas as of
1200 UTC on August 28. American Red Cross shelters
were reporting more than 3,000 occupants in Texas. The
state Emergency Operations Center is at full activation, and
Governor Greg Abbott has declared a state of disaster for
50 Texas counties, while evacuation orders and advisories
are in effect for eight counties and several independent
communities in Louisiana, where the state EOC is partially
activated. A state of emergency also exists for all Louisiana

parishes in preparation for widespread flooding.

Used with permission ARRL News Feed 8/29/2017
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NOW !
Contact Your Senators for Passage of

the Amateur Radio Parity Act!

Lets Join Together to Make It The Law

Amateur Radio Parity Act passed the
House of Representatives in January as H.R.
555.

Senate Bill, S. 1534 needs our support and
you are urge to contact your Senators to pass S.
1534. ARRL's special web utility that makes
contacting your senators as easy as possible and
send your letter to your senators. Click here to do
it!

Select this website and First, Enter Your
Zip Code - Create Your Letter and ARRL will
deliver to the U.S. Senate based on your street
address.
http://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-us-
senate-to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act
Follow the progress:
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-
congress/house-bill/555
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-
congress/senate-bill/1534

Used with permission MONTHLY MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17

HAMS Are also on
Social Media

Facebook Group:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626
067021873/

Facebook PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRa
dioClub/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/W3VPR
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Get with the SET: ARRL
Simulated Emergency Test (SET)

Fall Classic Just Ahead

The main weekend for the 2017 ARRL Simulated
Emergency Test (SET) is just a bit more than a month away
-- Saturday and Sunday, October 7 and 8. The primary
League-sponsored national emergency exercise is
designed to assess the skills and preparedness of ARES
and other organizations involved with emergency/disaster
response.

"Every local ARES team
and/or ARRL Section will come up
with their own scenarios and work
with served agencies and partner
organizations during the SET"
ARRL Field Organization Team
Supervisor Steve Ewald, WV1X,
said, noting that not all SETs will
take place on October 7 and 8.

"SETs can be scheduled at the local and Section
levels and conducted throughout the fall season to help
maximize participation," he said, "and ARRL Field
Organization leaders have the option of conducting their
SETs on another weekend, if October 7 and 8 are not
convenient."

ARRL Field Organization Leaders -- Section
Managers, Section Emergency Coordinators, Section
Traffic Managers, District Emergency Coordinators,

Emergency Coordinators, and all of their Assistants and Net
Managers -- are among those tasked with developing plans
and scenarios for this year's SET, Ewald explained.

"The SET invites all radio amateurs to become
aware of emergency preparedness and available training,"
Ewald said. "ARES, Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service (RACES), National Traffic System™, SKYWARN,
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), Salvation
Army Team Emergency Radio Network (SATERN) and
other allied groups and public service-oriented radio
amateurs are encouraged to participate.”

The object of the annual nationwide exercise is to
test training and skills and to try out new methods. "It's a
time to work with partner organizations and served
agencies to get to know them better and to determine their
needs before an emergency or disaster strikes," Ewald
said. "Knowing whom to contact within partner groups with
the planned procedures will help everyone to accomplish
their goals and succeed in their missions."

Over the decades, ARRL has established strong
working relationships with such organizations and agencies
as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
the American Red Cross, The Salvation Army, the National
Weather Service, the National Communications System,
the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-
International (APCO-International), Citizen Corps, National
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (NVOAD),
REACT International, the Society of Broadcast Engineers
(SBE), the US Power Squadron, and the Boy Scouts of
America.

"Getting to know these organizations at the local,
section, and state levels and how to work together for
effective emergency and disaster response service is

important,” Ewald said. "The annual Simulated Emergency
Test provides the chance, and you and the radio amateurs
of your community help make it happen.”

To get involved, contact your local ARRL
Emergency Coordinator or Net Manager. See the ARRL
Sections web pages or your ARRL Section Manager (see
page 16 of QST for contact information).

Used with permission The ARES E-Letter for August 16, 2017
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UPCOMING MDC SECTION HAMFESTS

This is a list of hamfests in the Maryland-DC
Section area.

| am including hamfests in nearby Pennsylvania,
northern Virginia, West Virginia and Delaware as well as
conventions in Orlando, Florida and Dayton, Ohio as
courtesy to our neighboring Section Managers.

I, as your MDC Section Manager, Marty Pittinger,
KB3MXM, and/or a designated ARRL representative(s) plan
to attend all hamfests in the ARRL Maryland-DC Section.

We hope to see you all there.

Virginia Section Convention (Virginia Beach Hamfest)
Date: Saturday, September 9, 2017

Location: Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 19th
Street, Virginia Beach, VA 23450

Website: vbhamfest.com

Sponsor: Tidewater Radio Conventions

Talk-In: 146.970 (CTCSS: 141.3 Hz)

Public Contact: Carl Clements, W4CAC, 4500 Wake Forest
Road, Portsmouth, VA 23703

Phone: 757-235-4813 | E-mail: <w4cac@cox.net

CARA Fest

Date: Sunday, October 1, 2017

Location: Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds
Road, West Friendship, MD 21794

Website: http://www.carafest.org

Sponsor: Columbia Amateur Radio Association

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Talk-In: 147.390+ (CTCSS: 156.7)

Public Contact: David Parkison, KB3VDY 1257 Stevens
Avenue, Arbutus, MD 21227

Phone: 410-977-1249 | Email: info@carafest.org

Second Annual American Legion PGCERA SantaFest
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2017

Location: American Legion Youth Camp, 9201 Surratts
Road, Cheltenham, MD 20623

Website: pgares.org/santafest/index.html

Sponsor: American Legion and Prince Georges County,
Emergency Repeater Association

Talk-In: 145.230 (CTCSS: 110.9 Hz)

Public Contact: Charles Hallock, AASBWS, 16203 Manning
Road, West Accokeek, MD 20607

Phone: 301-535-1666 | E-mail: selbynet@hotmail.com

Used with permission MONTHLY MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17
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AARC STAFF - 2017

OFFICERS
President:
Rich Grace, KB3ZYO 410-500-1092
yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
Vice Pres:
Tom Wagner 410-946-4564
tominmd72@aol.com
Secretary:
Keith Miller, AE3D 240-158-0423
ae3d@graykitty.net
Treasurer:

Justin Leishman /KC3BJT

kc3bjt@icloud.com
Directors:

Timothy Nagel / KB3YQK
kb3ygk@gmail.com

Mark Bova / W2PAW
w2paw@markbova.com

Jim Wallace, NSADF

n3adf@arrl.net

240-274-6294

301-464-0661

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:
Dick Mayo / WW3R
ww3r.maio@gmail.com
Resident Agent:
Bob Jeter / K3RSJ
jeter904@verizon.net

410-956-5099

410-315-9403

DFRC Rep:
Milford Craig / N3WYG
n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:
Paul Bowling / W4ATN
paul@w4atn.com
Assistant: Holly Bevan / N3MB
n3mb@arrl.net
Program Chairman:
Rich Grace, KB3ZYO 410-500-1092
yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
ARES/RACES:
Ron Boller / N3WOF
n3wof@arrl.net
Joint 440 Comm:
Gordon Davids / WJ3K
g.davids@verizon.net
FAR Representative
Ed Brown / AASEB
brownmejr@comcast.net

301-218-8867

410-934-1355

410-923-0229

410-956-6127

410-647-2956

301-856-3317

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
Erick Graves / WA3G
erick.g@comcast.net
Repeater Ops:
John Williams / K8JW
k8jw@verizon.net

410-987-7670

410-647-7406

VE Team:
Rick Steer - AB3XJ
ab3xj@yahoo.com

443-871-2583

Training:
Keith Miller / AE3D
ae3d@graykitty.net
Packet Radio:
Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO
grhear@yahoo.com

301-805-1854

240-426-2664

Newsletter:
Milford Craig / N3WYG
newsletter@w3vpr.org

301-218-8867

Web Page:
Mark Bova / W2PAW
w2paw@markbova.com

240-274-6294

Field Day:
Rich Grace / KB3Z2YO 410-500-1092
yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
MDC QSO Party

MD Slow Net:
Bruce Stewart / W8CPG
chickenfarm9@gmail.com
ARRL MDC Section Manager :
Martin J. Pittinger / KBAMXM

kb3mxm@arrl.net
AAAANANNAAANAAANNNAAANNAANNNAAANANNAAANNNAANANAANNNANANANANAN

VE Testing Schedule

304-940-3076

410-356-7899

Second Saturday of each month —
Noon — AARC — Rick Steer - AB3XJ

Third Saturday of each month — 9AM — Laurel ARC -
John Creel, 301-572-5124

Fourth Tuesday of each month — 6PM — MMARC —
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI 443-310-4902 web site is

tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers

To all exams bring:

* Picture ID
» Social Security Number or FCC Registration
Number (FRN)

* ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur
radio license
ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element
credits (eg., FCC letters, old licenses or
unexpired Certificates of Successful
Completion of Examination-CSCE)
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ARRL Board Explores
Entry-Level License Options,

Ways to Face Future Challenges

Meeting July 21-22 in Farmington, Connecticut, the
ARRL Board of Directors took steps to chart a firmer future
for Amateur Radio by enhancing the value of the entry-level
license and by providing ongoing support for new licensees.
ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, chaired the second
regular meeting of 2017.

ARRL New England Division Director Tom Frenaye,
K1KI, presented the report of the Ad Hoc Entry-Level
License Committee. He said the committee's initial, informal
survey attracted nearly
7,900 responses. A
second random survey
drew another 375
responses. "A clear
majority favored a
revision to the
Technician rather than
a new entry-level
license," the |f
committee's report |
said, noting that this
would require no
change to the
Technician
examination, which
already covers more
material than
necessary for an entry-
level examination. "This choice requires the simplest
revision to FCC rules," the committee report said. The
committee suggested expanded digital access on 80, 40,
and 15 meters, where Technicians already have CW
access, as well as the addition of Technician phone
privileges on those bands. Frenaye pointed out that while
the Amateur Radio population is growing, the annual rate of
growth has stagnated at about 1%. "There is a general
consensus...that 'something needs to happen,” the
committee's report said, noting a generally favorable
attitude toward attracting newcomers.

(L-R) ARRL Second Vice President
Brian Mileshosky, N5ZGT; ARRL First
VP Greg Widin, KOGW; ARRL President
Rick Roderick, K5SUR; ARRL CEO Tom
Gallagher, NY2RF, and ARRL Assistant
Secretary and Regulatory Information
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND.

MDC SECTION HF HOSPITAL NET

TIME CHANGE

ARESA® has decided to move the time for the
HF Hospital net. As of August 23rd, the new start time
will be 7:00 PM EDT on 3820 kHz.

This change is due to the interference from a
Spanish net that runs at 7:30 PM EDT on the same
frequency.

The MDC Section HF Hospital net is held on
Wednesday after the third Monday of every month.

Upcoming MDC Section HF Hospital Nets will
be held: Wednesday, August 23rd Wednesday,
September 20th and Wednesday, October 18th

Please check in if only to give us a holler.
Thank you and 73,

Wanda Montgomery KA3AHIUsed with permission MONTHLY
MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17

"The general goal here is to have an entry-level
license that offers a way for a newcomer to experience
multiple facets of Amateur Radio," the committee's report
said, "encouraging them to get on the air, meet other
licensees, and engage in a lifetime of learning while using
Amateur Radio."Later in the meeting, the Board charged
the ARRL Executive Committee with developing a plan to
implement the ad hoc committee's recommendation to
make the current Technician class license more attractive
and useful by expanding its operating privileges on HF to
include phone and digital modes. The Board asked the Ad
Hoc Entry-Level License Committee to further research and
develop the details of a second recommendation to improve
successful outreach to prospective radio amateurs and help
them through the licensing process.

ARRL Ad Hoc
Legislative  Advocacy
Committee Chair and
Hudson Division
Director Mike Lisenco,
N2YBB, discussed the
status of the US Senate
version of the Amateur

Radio Parity Act of
1 2017. Lisenco said
(L-R) ARRL Southeastern Director Greg Senate leadership is
Sarratt, w4ozrl<j; ARRL Southwestern | Supportive of the bill,
Division Director Dick Norton, N6AA; which should be
ARRL West Gulf Division Director Dr. | scheduled for mark-up
David Woolweaver, K5SRAV; ARRL Chief in the Senate
Financial Officer Barr ;
and ARRL General Co)ll.lﬁgglllg}/\’ri’?vxm Commerce Commlttee.'
Imlay, W3KD. Seated at rear: ARRL ARRL Chief
Field Services Manager Dave Patton, | Executive Officer Tom
NN1N. Gallagher, NY2RF,
presented the report of
Six Headquarters
staffers who had been tasked with identifying the

challenges facing ARRL and devising feasible solutions.
Specifically, the committee addressed market research
findings that have continued to reveal that only a small
percentage of new hams join the League, and only about
one-half of new hams actually get on the air.

The committee began with the premise that ARRL
must act in order to remain relevant going forward. It
proposed instituting a Lifelong Learning Program to focus
on developing a clear developmental path for all radio
amateurs, from newcomers to established radio amateurs.
The committee recommended the creation of new
programs and services to increase the knowledge base of
newcomers in order to get them active, as well as programs
to keep experienced amateurs up to date with changing
technology and practice.

The Board established the "ARRL Centurion
Award" to recognize radio amateurs who have reached the
age of 100 and have been League members for at least 40
years. Members will join the ranks of the ARRL Order of the
Centurion, entitling them to free ARRL membership for the
remainder of their lives. Life Members would be able to

select a bonus publication.

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for August 3, 2017
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The Radio Amateur Operator
iSOOO

CONSIDERATE

...He/[She] never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL

...He/[She] offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs,
the IARU Radio Society in his/[her] country, through which Amateur Radio
in his/[her] country is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE

...He/[She] keeps his/[her] station up to date. It is well-built and efficient.
His/[Her] operating practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY

...He/[She] operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly
advice and counsel to beginners; kind assistance, cooperation
and consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED

...Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC

...His/[Her] station and skills are always ready for service to country and community.

- adapted from the original Amateur's Code, written by Paul M. Segal, WIEEA, in 1928The Radio Amateur's Code




/F--\\ San Diego Winlink (RMS Express)

Weekly Drill Starts Eighth Year
( .nl Recently, the pioneering San Diego Winlink group
A A A began its eighth year of its weekly drill program. Ed Sack,
W3NRG, said "l am pleased to note that in the period since
we began, we have missed only one week on the drill

- exchange." And, "if my arithmetic is correct, that indicates
AARC TWO Meter we have conducted over 360 drills during the period.

Net Controller Schedule 2017 The number of drill participants has remained fairly

constant over the seven year period the drill has been in

(Year/Month/Day) existence." The number of addressees has been between

20 and 25 with approximately half of those having been

171715 K3ACT Chuck active during the entire period and the other half being

1717112 WA3SKN Mike those who join, practice for a while and then are replaced
by new participants.

1717119 KB3YQK Tim The weekly response rate runs from a low of 55%

1717126 K3MAW Mike to a high of 90% with 75% being a fairly good overall

average. During the life of the drill, there have been many
upgrades to the Winlink (RMS Express) program. Of
particular note, the idea of standard templates was

171812 AA3EB Ed introduced several years ago and the drill message today is
17/8/9 KB3ZYO Rich sent out on the latest Winlink 1C-213 template which, of
course, can be accessed by those who use templates, as
17/8/16 KB3MUV Raven well as those who do not.
17/8/23 K3ACT Chuck Winlink has become the "program of choice" for
emergency/disaster response work in many corners of the
17/8/30 WA3SKN Mike nation and the world. "We believe that having a trained and
prepared cadre of Winlink emergency communicators in the
San Diego/Northern Baja region provides a very powerful
17/9/6 KB3YQK Tim tool for ARES and other organizations to utilize should a
- serious emergency/disaster occur in this region. - Thanks,
7/9/13 K3IMAW Mike Ed Sack, W3NRG
17/9/20 AA3EB Ed Used with permission The ARES E-Letter for August 16, 2017
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17110/ KB3MUV Raven SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER'S
REPORT
17/10/11 K3ACT Chuck For July, 2017

17/10/18 WA3SKN Mike
17/10/25 KB3YQK Tim

MDC NTS NETS:

MEPN 1707 W3YVQ QND/31 QNI/445 QTC/38 MINS/668
BTN 1707 AB3WG QND/31 QNI/459 QTC/53 MINS/666
17111 K3MAW Mike MDD 1707 AA3SB QND/62 QNI/338 QTC/124 MINS/619
MSN 1707 W8CPG QND/31 QNI/123 QTC/28 MINS/648

17/11/8 AA3EB Ed

171115 | KB3ZYO Rich PSHR: KK3F 160, AA3SB 160, W3YVQ 135, WB4FDT 110,
K3IN 110, W3CB 96, WB3FTQ 95, N3ZOC 90, NI2W 85,

7/11/22 KB3MUV Raven AB3WG 82:

17/11/29 K3ACT Chuck

TFC: KK3F 3902, K3IN 190, WB4FDT 128, N3ZOC 87,
AA3SB 86, WB3FTQ 82, W3YVQ 67, AB3WG 35, NI2W
15, W3CB 8

17/12/6 WA3SKN Mike | |0 ___T___

17/12/13 KB3YQK Tim HF PROPAGATION

; HF NVIS propagation on MEPN (3820 KHz) was
17112/20 K3MAW Mike totally functional throughout July, 2017; weak signals at
17112127 AA3EB Ed 1730L but improving at 1800L due to the lowering sun
angle. The summer influence of longer days has




compensated to some degree for the periods of lower solar
activity. The evening Cycle 4 nets had improving conditions
for the month for the MDD 1900L session but with some
nights with poor conditions at 2200L EDT.

MDC RADIOGRAMS AND OTHER MESSAGING
Outlets in each ARES® jurisdiction are needed for
daily Radiogram and Radio-email traffic for served
agencies, and also for messaging welcoming new hams to
the Amateur Service. Join the MEPN, BTN, or MDD nets
daily to find out more about how to contribute.

BTN LOCAL NTS TRAFFIC AND TRAINING NET

The BTN continues to meet on 145.33/R (no tone)
daily at 6:30 PM local time and continues to welcome new
amateurs. The availability of an active directed traffic net of
the NTS on VHF is exactly why the BTN was established,
providing a welcoming place for newcomers to the Amateur
Service. Thanks to all the BTN stations checking into the
MEPN via EchoLink®.

MEPN EchoLink®

MEPN representatives check for EchoLinkA®
check-ins starting at net call daily via the WB3GXW-L link
node (or *WASH_DC* conference node backup if the -L
node is not available). A number of BTN and MEPN
members, as well as stations outside the area, have used
EchoLink® to check in when HF is not available to them.
Thanks to all.

MSN CW TRAINING

Remember that the MSN provides CW ftraining
daily for newcomers to the mode, or those wishing to
refresh their skills, daily at 7:30 PM on 3563 kHz. Each
trainee works with an assigned instructor off the net
frequency to receive radiograms containing training
information. Instructors work with each student at their own
desired speed and check-in schedule. All are encouraged
to master the art of CW via this net or personal training in
order to support and join the ranks of our MDD Section CW
net. Robin, AA3SB, MDD NM, and the veteran staff, will be
glad to help you advance to the evening CW full Cycle 4 of
the NTS.

Thanks to all the Section traffic net NCS stations,
DTN/RRI and WL2K stations, liaisons, and traffic handlers
for the continuing effort to keep the nets running and traffic
moving.

Thank you for your continued support of MDC
integrated ARES® and NTS operations.

73, W3YVQ,

MDC ASM, STM

w3yvq atsign arrl dot net

w3yvq atsign winlink dot org from WL2K

Used with permission MONTHLY MDC SECTION-WIDE NEWS, 8/18/17
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ARRL Audio News Announces

New Extra Edition Service

ARRL Audio News is proud to announce the debut
of our Extra Edition service. Extra Editions are longer,
uninterrupted audio segments devoted to particular topics.
They will be posted on the ARRL Audio
News web page. Just go to the page
and then scroll down to Audio News
Extra Edition. You can listen to the
audio online, or download the Extra
s CClition to your computer or other
device.

Our first Extra Edition is an
interview with radio amateurs in
s Williamson County, Texas, who have
constructed a microwave backbone system to link several
local hospitals and key ARES sites.

More Extra Edition segments will be posted as time
allows, so check the page occasionally for new items

ARREL Audio Mews

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for August 17, 2017
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ARRL Finally Realizes Status Quo

Isn’t Going To Cut It
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

An item in the July 2017 ARRL board meeting
caught my attention. It notes that a committee of staff
members was tasked with identifying the challenges facing
ARRL and possible solutions. The August 3, 2017 issue of
the ARRL Letter ran the following report:

“‘“ARRL Chief Executive Officer Tom
Gallagher, NY2RF, presented the report of six
Headquarters staffers who had been tasked with
identifying the challenges facing ARRL and devising
feasible solutions. Specifically, the committee
addressed market research findings that have
continued to reveal that only a small percentage of
new hams join the League, and only about one-half
of new hams actually get on the air.

“The committee began with the premise
that ARRL must act in order to remain relevant
going forward. It proposed instituting a Lifelong
Learning Program to focus on developing a clear
developmental path for all radio amateurs, from
newcomers to established radio amateurs. The
committee recommended the creation of new
programs and services to increase the knowledge
base of newcomers in order to get them active, as
well as programs to keep experienced amateurs up
to date with changing technology and practice.”

The board meeting minutes were a little more
detailed:

“Mr. Roderick yielded the floor to CEO
Gallagher who presented the report of a committee
of staff members tasked with identifying the
challenges facing ARRL and possible solutions.
The members of the committee — Diane Petrilli,
KB1RNF; Norm Fusaro, W3IZ; Becky Schoenfeld,



http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news

W1BXY; Debra Jahnke, K1DAJ; Steve Ford,
WBS8IMY; and Sean Kutzko, KX9X, joined the
meeting at 9:20 AM, to present this report. Their
findings show the importance to ARRL of getting
newly licensed hams actively on the air and how
that relates to continued growth of the organization.
In order to achieve that goal, the committee
proposed developing a lifelong learning
department, which would address the needs of all
amateurs with the focus being on developing a
clear knowledge path for all amateurs. They
proposed creating straightforward programs and
services to enhance the knowledge base of new
amateurs as well as to enhance their sense of
community within the hobby.

“Another recommendation involved
refocusing the priorities of the emergency
preparedness department to address the current
trends in public service.

“A third recommendation was to improve
the value proposition of membership. The
committee proposed doing a survey, which would
include test material that is targeted to the interests
of newer hams. The content would include a strong
emphasis on serving communities, agencies, and
partners; digital communications, and human
interest. Projects would be simple. The survey
would obtain information on new ham’s interests
and needs in the hobby. The survey would also try
to determine the delivery system that might best
meet the newcomer’s desire for receiving this type
information (print, digital, messaging, etc). The test
material is proposed to be delivered to recipients in
fall 2017.

“From the committee’s vantage point, the
status quo is no longer adequate: we need to
have a vision of the future and convey it to our
current membership [emphasis is mine...Dan]. If
we do not convey the need to change the
paradigm, the ARRL’s relevancy will not move
forward.”

The good thing here is that the ARRL finally
realizes that there are some serious problems. I've written
about these in the past. I've challenged the ARRL to set a
membership goal of 25% of the licensed amateurs in the
U.S (http://www.kb6nu.com/arrl-membership-is-25-asking-
too-much/). I've also encouraged the ARRL to play a bigger
part in emergency communications research
(http://www.kb6nu.com/go-big-go-early-go-fast-smart/).

Unfortunately, it appears that the ARRL is
approaching this issue in typical ARRL fashion. That is,
working on these issues in their little cocoon in Newington
and then issuing these statements as if they expect
everyone to just fall in line. | quote, “From the committee’s
vantage point, the status quo is no longer adequate: we
need to have a vision of the future and convey it to our
current membership.” That approach is doomed to failure.
Any “visioning” or strategic planning that doesn’t get the
membership involved right from the start just isn’t going to
work.

The ARRL HQ staff just doesn’t have the
horsepower to pull this off properly. The staff is already

pretty bare bones, and they still have to publish QST every
month, keep Logbook of the World running, process
thousands of license applications, etc., etc. The only way
this is going to be a fruitful effort is if they get members—
and lots of them—involved in this process.

If you agree with me, please let your director know.
Contact your director and tell him that you want to be
involved. The status quo of having the HQ staff not working
with the membership “is no longer adequate.” That's how
we got here in the first place.

Dan, KB6BNU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio
license study guides and blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com. You
can email him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com
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SKYWARN Log for August 2017
(all times Local)

Activation Aug 2, 2017 SKYWARN, Sterling VA
18:15 WA3TOY, Kurt Frisch,Net activated Severe
Thunder Storm Warning
18:30 WJ3K Gordon Davids relieved WA3TOY
18:30 WJ3K Net closed per warning expiration
Activation, Aug 3, 2017 SKYWARN Sterling VA.
17:04 WAS3TOY per NWS Severe Thunderstorm Warning
17:30 WAS3TOYNet Closed per RADAR imagery
The NWS recommends that everyone should check
out http://www.lightingsafety.noaa.gov/ web site for

Lightning Safety tips.There have been 12 lightning fatalities
up to Aug. 3, 2017.

Activation, Aug 12, 2017 SKYWARN Sterling, VA.
WA3TOY per NWS Severe Thunds Storm Warning
WA3TOYNet closed per RADAR and expiration of
warning

19:25
21:20

Activation, Aug 18, 2017.SKYWARN Sterling, VA.
WA3TOY per NWS broadcast of Severe
Thunderstorm Warning

WA3TOY Changed to WARNING mode per NWS
broadcast

WA3TOY Net closed per RADAR imagery and
expiration of Warning

17:07
17:10
19:30
Activation Aug 19, 2017 SKYWARN Sterling VA
WA3TOY per NWS broadcast of Severe

Thunderstorm Warning
WA3TOY net closed per Warning expiration

23:00
23:30

Activation Aug 21, 2017 SKYWARN Sterling VA.
KA3TOY per NWS broadcast of Severe
Thunderstorm Warning

KB3QWC Essex MD., Holly Neck Rd.near Back
River Neck Road. Road flooded, water up to
doors on car

KA3TOY net closed per Warning expiration

17:50

18:14

18:30
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REPEATER FREQUENCIES

Davidsonville Millersville Glen Burnie Annapolis
147.105+ 147.075+
223.880- 224.560-
444.400+ 442.300+

PL: 107.2 for all repeaters
The 147.105 and 147.075 repeaters are frequently linked. Please |eave an extra second
after the courtesy beep to allow the link to reset as well.

Visitors are welcome fo all meetings and nels.
Meetings are held in the Clubhouse at the
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center,
Queen Anne Bridge and Wayson Roads off
MD Route 214 near Davidsonville, MD.
For en-route directions, make initial contact on the 147.105 repeater.

Copyright © 2011 Anne Arundel Radio Club

Wednesday Night Talk Net -- All are welcome
8PM, On the AARC Repeater 147.105

Other Amateur Radio nets

N Frisquency Day Time
Marning Cormmuber et 147 105+Mhz PL 107.2 Weekdays DEOD
Ad County ARES Met 148.805- Mhz PL 107 2 Sunday 2000
Baltimore Traffic Net 145.330 Mhz Daily 1830
Mandand Emergency Fhone Met 3.620Mhz Diaily 1800
MD-DC-DE Traffic Net 3.557Mhz Daly 1900 and 2200
Maryland Mobileers Met 146,805 PL107.2 Monday 1930
Marydand Slow Net 3.563 MHz Daily 1830
REACT Met 442 300=Mhz  PL107.2 131 Sunday 1830

KEEFP IN TOUCH
Check the web site regularly, Log into the various nets available,
“Holly Net' on week day mornings,
Wednesday Night Net on Wednesday evenings,


http://www.bdb.com/~msn/

