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WWV 25 MHz Signal 
Swapped to Circular Polarization, 

Reception Reports Invited
The  resurrected  25  MHz  signal  of  time  and 

frequency standard station WWV is now emanating from a 
circularly  polarized  turnstile  antenna.  WWV had  used  a 
vertically polarized antenna on 25 MHz in the 1970s. Silent 
since 1977, the 25 MHz signal returned to the air  on an 
"experimental basis" in April 2014, and it's been transmitting 
ever since -- initially on a broadband discone until August 
2015, when it switched back to a vertical, which it used until 
the July 7 switch to circular polarization.

"[W]e  are 
broadcasting  with  2  kW 
from a circularly polarized 
turnstile  antenna,"  WWV 
lead  electrical  engineer 
Matt Deutch, N0RGT, told 
ARRL this week. "It is just 
your standard plain-vanilla 
turnstile  --  two  horizontal 
orthogonal  dipoles  with  a 
quarter-wave  phase-
shifting coax linking them."

When the 25 MHz 
transmitter was shut down 
in  1977,  the  antenna's 
radiating element was "tossed in the bone yard, and a new, 
longer  section  put  on  the  tower  to  make  it  a  15  MHz 
standby antenna," Deutch has recounted. When WWV first 
reintroduced the 25 MHz broadcast some 37 years later in 
response to requests, it used a broadband monopole. But, 
it was later decided to use that antenna for WWV's 2.5 MHz 
standby transmitter and to rebuild the 25-MHz antenna. The 
old radiating section was retrieved, and the antenna rebuilt 
so that it looked like what was being used in 1977.

Deutch  said  it's  hoped  that  the  latest  antenna 
change to circular polarization might be helpful to anyone 
studying  propagation  during  next  month's  total  solar 
eclipse, which will be visible across the US. "My effort right 
now is focused on getting the word out, just to make people 
aware  that  [the  25 MHz signal]  is  available,  if  it  can  be 
useful to them."

Located  in  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  WWV  is 
operated  by  the  National  Institute  of  Standards  and 
Technology (NIST). WWV has  invited listeners' comments 
and reports on its 25 MHz signal.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for July 13, 2017
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The WWV 25 MHz turnstile antenna. 
[Matt Deutch, N0RGT, photo]

http://www.nist.gov/pml/div688/grp40/wwv.cfm
mailto:wwv@nist.gov
http://www.nist.gov/


Field Day Report

Field Day 2017 was a rousing success on some of 
the  major  fronts,  though there  were  a  number  of  places 
where improvement could be made.  Friday the setup crew 
did a great job with erecting masts and assembling shelters 
in spite of the weather.  Tim Nagle (KB3YQK) headed the 
mast  group,  while  Adrian  Hamblin  (KC3IBU),  one of  our 
newer members, did a super job on the shelters.  The new 
shelter  arrangement,  connecting  to  the  visitors  center, 
turned out to be quite popular.  Sadly, Saturday night we 
had  high  wind  warnings  and  by  Saturday  morning  one 
shelter had blown off its moorings and nearly landed on our 
President's  campsite.  A second shelter  flipped  over  and 
was significantly damaged.  But, thanks to quick action by 
Scott  Rasmus  (KC3BFW),  and  his  welding  abilities,  we 
were back in business well before contest time.  

Meanwhile things did not go well for the antenna 
crew.  Thanks to Rick Steer  (AB3JX) and the rest  of  the 
guys for putting up with me.  It  turns out putting up delta 
loops is a lot  more confusing than one would think.  We 
untangled  a  lot  of  wire,  and  were  able  to  erect  all  the 
antennas for 10m, 15m, 20m, and 40m by start of the the 
contest.  The antenna crew continued to work through the 
afternoon  to  put  the  two  80  meter  rectangular  loop 
antennas in place, and by nightfall when they were needed, 
they were completely installed.  Sadly I must report that 3 of 
the  8  new  antennas  failed  to  operate  as  advertised.  It 
seems the choke balun design used required real  RG59 
cable  with  copper  shielding.  When we ran out  of  RG59 
more was ordered, but when that order arrived, it was not 
real RG59 but some other 70 ohm cable meant for cable TV 
use.  Having  no  time  to  re-order  the  right  stuff,  and  no 
budget for cable, this non-standard cable was pressed into 
service.  Connections to the shield would not solder.  The 
baluns failed,  causing the SWR values to  go as high as 
16:1.   On the phone side, we were able to press the 80m 
rectangular loop into service for 40m by late afternoon.  On 
the  digital/CW  side  John  Williams  (K8JW),  and  his  K3 
managed  to  feed  those  high  SWRs  (16:1  and  14:1) 
resulting in 112 contacts for 224 points.  Congratulations to 
K8JW!  But when John and his K3 left the grounds late in 
the  evening  Saturday,  those  remaining  were  unable  to 
match  the  80  CW  or  40  CW  antennas  with  the  manual 
tuners on hand.  After an hour of trying the CW station was 
abandoned.  

In spite of these difficulties, the club forged ahead.  
Chuck Tanner (K3ACT),  Brian Mary (K3HMZ) and others 
scored a record number of digital contacts.  In fact digital 
contacts accounted for more than half of our QSO points.   
Another bright spot was Gary McBrien (K3EEZ) who though 
short on satellite station experience, stepped up to the plate 
to attempt a Field Day Satellite contact.  We can only hope 
he will  give it  a try again next  year,  and get  us the 100 
bonus points.   And while I'm talking about bonus points, I 
can't miss mentioning Ed Santilli (KB3YMU).  Ed got us the 
bonus points for inviting county agency personnel,  media 
publicity and use of social media and was responsible for 
many of the 3 pages full of visitors we had to our Field Day 
site.  This was a huge increase from prior years.  As well, 
Jim Wallace (N3ADF) managed a few bonus points of his 

own  for  messages  handling.  He  also  managed  our 
UHF/VHF effort.  Who else would get us CW contacts on 6 
meters?   As  well  Mark  Bova  (W2PAW),  Eric  Berman 
(KC3GDV) and the potato chip President himself, Richard 
Grace (KB3ZYO) deserve our thanks for feeding the troops 
at all hours of the day and night.  It was a real team effort.  
And  I  know I'm leaving out  all  the folks who spent  time 
signing in our guests and taking them around to see the 
various phases of our operation.  Let me apologize for not 
mentioning you all by name, but frankly parts of Field Day 
went by in a blur and I didn't see everyone who helped.  I 
just know there were lots of you. 

In the end we scored 2,472 points, and everyone 
who attended, visitors and members alike, had a wonderful 
Field Day experience.  Smiles were everywhere.  In fact if 
there  was  a  grumpy  Gus  in  the  group,  it  was  me.  So 
please accept my apologize for being so.  I promise to be 
more jovial at next year's event when I'm no longer Field 
Day Chairman.  

I  do have a few recommendations for next  year.  
One, we need to start much much earlier.  September is not 
too soon for a new chairman to start assembling the Field 
Day committee.  For sure, 6 weeks is not enough.  Second, 
the Field Day Chairman needs to hold a lot more meetings, 
and go over a lot more details with his or her committee.  
We  lost  a  number  of  bonus  points  due  to  miss-
communication.  Third, we should set up a budged for Field 
Day equipment purchases.  It seems silly to me to think that 
we won't break things, or want to improve them between 
Field  Days.  And  if  it  takes  a  quorum  vote  of  the 
membership first, it may not get done.  Fourth, if the loop 
antennas are  to  continue  to  be  used,  and  I  recommend 
that,  we  need to  first  train  people  in  how to  erect  them 
easily.  Second  we  need  to  repair,  tune  and  test  the 
antennas, well in advance of next year's event.  Finally if we 
opt to switch from coaxial cable to ladder line for our long 
distance antenna runs, tuners need to be made and tested 
well prior to Field Day.  The only way to do that is to set up 
the antennas in question, and test them in place.  I know of 
at least one other group, within our club, who use GPS to 
pinpoint the locations where their antenna masts go.  This 
sounds like something we might want to emulate.  
73's and happy Field Day 2018
Keith Miller, AE3D
ARRL / AARC
ae3d@graykitty.net
  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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Ham Researcher to Investigate Effects 
of Solar Eclipse

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU
August  21  is  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  for 

many  in  the  U.S.  to  see  a  total  eclipse.  It's  also  an 
opportunity for a team of Virginia Tech researchers to study 
the  effects  of  the  eclipse  onchanges  in  the  upper 
atmosphere that have an impact onHF propagation and the 
global  positioning  system  (GPS).  Backed  by  research 
funding from NASA and the National Science foundation, 
the team is headed by Dr. Greg Earle, W4GDE.

The Virginia Tech team plans to gather data from a 
variety  of  sources,  including radar  systems,  transceivers, 
satellites,  ham  radio,  and  GPS  receivers,  in  order  to 
analyze the effects of the solar eclipse on the conductive 
region of the atmosphere.

“Whether military radar, or consumer GPS signals, 
the eclipse is going to have effects on the medium that we 
would  like  to  understand  better,  so  that  we  can  either 
mitigate them or use them to our advantage,” said Earle.

Here are a couple of links to news stories on the 
research team and the experiments:

•Virginia  Tech  team  prepares  for  special  project 
during total solar eclipse

•Virginia Tech expert to study August solar eclipse 
effects on radar, ham radio,GPS

Let's party!
In  conjunction with  the eclipse,  the  HamSCI  and 

the  ARRL are  sponsoring  the  Solar  Eclipse  QSO  Party. 
(SEQP). According to an article in the August 2017 issue of 
QST, the goal of the SEQP is to "flood the airwaves with 
contacts, all measured by the automated receiver networks 
of  the  Reverse  Beacon  Network,  PSKReporter,  and 
WSPRNet."  Once  all  the  logs  are  in,  researchers  will 
analyze the data to see what effect the eclipse had on radio 
propagation.

A YouTube video of a presentation at Dayton on the 
SEQP  can  be  found  at  https://youtu.be/3EviY2Cuxpo?
list=PLihPo8xWmo8-xDYAtpP9BWX9QnhUoT7k4

The SEQP will run from 1400Z - 2200Z on Monday, 
August 21. This is well before the eclipse is due to begin on 
the West Coast. The reason it starts before the eclipse is to 
establish a baseline for radio propagation conditions.

SEQP  organizers  urge  you  to  make  as  many 
contacts as you can on as many bands as you can operate. 
Like nearly every contest, contacts are not allowed on 60m, 
30m,  17m,  and  12m.  CW,  RTTY,  and  PSK31  are  the 
preferred modes because automated receivers can record 
those contacts, but phone and other digital modes count, 
too.

An interesting twist to this contest is that, like Field 
Day, you can earn a number of bonus points, including:

•Operating outdoors (100 points)
•Operating in a public place (100 points)
•Operating a wide-band automated receiver at your 

station (100 points)
Hams  have  had  a  long  history  of  supporting 

scientific  research.  They  provided  communications  for 
some  of  the  early  polar  explorations  and  listened  for 
Sputnik as it flew overhead. The Solar Eclipse QSO Party 
continues this tradition, and it's going to be a lot of fun as 

well. Visit the HamSCI website for more information.
Dan Romanchik, KB6NU, blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com, and 
is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and 
the CW Geek's Guide to Having Fun With Morse Code.” You can reach 
him by emailing cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Some Exciting Solar Eclipse sites 
on the Web

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-maps
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-
what-where-when-and-how
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/best-
places-to-view
What will this do to the ham bands?
http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-
eclipse/get-involved (graphics)
http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-
eclipse/2017-eclipse-experiment-description
Thanks to Larry Staples, W0AIB and Zach 
Davis, N0KZD. 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

SKYWARN Log for July 2017

SKYWARN,  Sterling  VA.,  was  activated  July  14, 
2017 by Kurt  Fritsch,  WA3TOY, net  control  station.   The 
activation started 17:05 local  time by a National Weather 
Service broadcast of Severe Thunderstorm Warning in The 
Sterming VA.  Area.   At  18:03  local  time,  this  event  was 
closed by WA3TOY.

SKYWARN,  Sterling  VA.,  was  activated  July  22, 
2017 by Kurt  Fritsch,  WA3TOY, net  control  station.   The 
activation started 18:08 local  time by a National Weather 
Service broadcast of Severe Thunderstorm Warning in The 
Sterming VA.  Area.   At  19:10  local  time,  this  event  was 
cancelled per RADAR imagery and alert cancellation.

NOTE:
Heather,  the  person  who  arranges  the  Skywarn 

classes, will be going on Maternity leave. Class scheduling 
will be limited.                                                 

The  HF  station  at  Sterling  is  still  down.  Two 
problems, on 80 meters there is an AM radio station that is 
causing overload to  the receiver.  Also the tri-band beam 
needs some work. It looks like they are going to replace the 
beam. Also the HF radio is scheduled to be replaced with 
one  that  will  not  have  the  over  load  problem.  

The next meeting is scheduled to be October 21st 
at  11:00.  The  annual  picnic  will  commence  after  the 
meeting.-- 

73
Kurt, WA3TOY
A.A. Co. Skywarn Subnet Coordinator 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Maryland QSO Party is coming.  
The dates are August 12-13, 2017

R U Redy

http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-eclipse/2017-eclipse-experiment-description
http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-eclipse/2017-eclipse-experiment-description
http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-eclipse/get-involved
http://hamsci.org/projects/2017-total-solar-eclipse/get-involved
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/best-places-to-view/
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/best-places-to-view/
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-where-when-and-how
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-where-when-and-how
http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/total-eclipse-of-sun-august-21-2017
http://www.hamsci.org/seqp
https://youtu.be/3EviY2Cuxpo?list=PLihPo8xWmo8-xDYAtpP9BWX9QnhUoT7k4
https://youtu.be/3EviY2Cuxpo?list=PLihPo8xWmo8-xDYAtpP9BWX9QnhUoT7k4
http://www.hamsci.org/seqp
http://wtkr.com/2017/07/17/virginia-tech-expert-to-study-august-solar-eclipse-effects-on-radar-ham-radio-gps/
http://wtkr.com/2017/07/17/virginia-tech-expert-to-study-august-solar-eclipse-effects-on-radar-ham-radio-gps/
http://wset.com/news/local/virginia-tech-team-prepares-for-special-project-during-total-solar-eclipse
http://wset.com/news/local/virginia-tech-team-prepares-for-special-project-during-total-solar-eclipse


W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer 
Operating Schedule

  
ARRL Bulletin 11  ARLB011
>From ARRL Headquarters Newington CT March 13, 2017
To all radio amateurs 

Morning Schedule:

Time                              Mode       Days 
-------------------               ----           --------- 
1300 UTC (9 AM ET)    CWs        Wed, Fri 
1300 UTC (9 AM ET)    CWf         Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1400 UTC to 1600 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM ET)
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET)

(Station closed 1600 to 1700 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM ET))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2000 UTC (4 PM ET)       CWf          Mon, Wed, Fri 
2000  "        "          CWs         Tue, Thu
2100  "      (5 PM ET)       CWb         Daily
2200  "      (6 PM ET)       DIGITAL    Daily 
2300  "      (7 PM ET)       CWs          Mon, Wed, Fri 
2300  "                 "           CWf           Tue, Thu
0000  "      (8 PM ET)       CWb          Daily
0100  "      (9 PM ET)       DIGITAL    Daily 
0145  "      (9:45 PM ET)  VOICE      Daily 
0200  "      (10 PM ET)     CWf           Mon, Wed, Fri 
0200  "                "            CWs          Tue, Thu
0300  "      (11 PM ET)     CWb          Daily
 
 
                         Frequencies (MHz) 
                         ----------------- 
CW:    1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475  18.0975 21.0675 
28.0675 147.555

DIGITAL:  -   3.5975 7.095  14.095   18.1025 21.095 
28.095  147.555

VOICE:  1.855 3.990  7.290  14.290   18.160  21.390  
28.590  147.555
  

Notes: 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 
WPM
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 
and 10 WPM  
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM
CW  frequencies  include  code  practices,  Qualifying  Runs 
and CW bulletins.

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 
in a revolving schedule.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each 
practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at 
the beginning of alternate speeds.

On  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  2230  UTC (6:30  PM  ET), 
Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on 
the regular digital frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins 
between 0000 UTC (8 PM ET) Thursdays and 0000 UTC (8 
PM ET) Fridays.

Audio  from  W1AW's  CW  code  practices,  and 
CW/digital/phone bulletins is available using EchoLink via 
the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT."  The 
monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs are presented here as
well.  The CW/digital/phone audio is sent in real-time and 
runs  concurrently  with  W1AW's  regular  transmission 
schedule.

All users who connect to the conference server are muted. 
Please  note  that  any  questions  or  comments  about  this 
server  should  not  be  sent  via  the  "Text"  window  in 
EchoLink. Please direct any questions
or comments to w1aw@arrl.org.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special 
bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Digital at 15 minutes 
past the hour, and CW on the half hour.
  
FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1400 
UTC to 1600 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM ET), and then from 
1700 UTC to 1945 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) Monday 
through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur 
license or a photocopy.

The complete W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on 
page 105 in the April 2017 issue of QST or on the web at, 
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule .

Used with permission ARLB011 W1AW 2017 Spring/Summer Operating 
Schedule

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
mailto:w1aw@arrl.org


Mark Found a Bargain

When I first found this gem I had no Idea what I 
was looking at. I  almost walked away from it assuming it 
was a simple frequency counter. Forgive my ignorance. But 
there  it  lay  At  “New  To  Me”  in  Odenton,   Maryland. 
Something inside told me to go back. What was this curious 
creature of radio technology?! I did eventually go back for it 
after circulating the entire shop. It sat on a fire place rack 
forgotten about.

I realized by the controls and indicators that it was 
a very solid radio, but I had no idea that it might be a gem 
in the rough. I also looked at some silver coins as I collect 
silver, but something told me, wait a sec, let me go get this 
radio. I asked the shop owner, how much is this worth, it 
does not have a price tag. He called the person that was 
selling it, as he own   glow behind the dials, and the familiar 
smell  of  dust  burning,  ozone,  and wax heating  filled  my 
nose. I figured it was going to be alright. I took it home and 
hooked up a simple wire antenna. I could copy shortwave 
on the first night, but I had to turn the RF gain all the way 
up. I still did not know what I had. I eventually decided to 
swap the tubes out,  by buying a set  on E-Bay.  But then 
after  popping  the  hood  open  I  realized  how much  work 
needed  to  be  done  to  clean  this  little  guy  up. 

 

So  I  ordered  the  tube  swap  and  some  other 
cleaning  materials  such  as  De-oxit  and  99%  rubbing 
alcohol and got to work. I removed all the corrosion I could, 
but I had to avoid printed markings with the alcohol.  The 
De-oxit did a fine job of corrosion elimination and control, 
but  I  did  not  want  to  destroy  the  Original  Equipment 
Manufacturers  (OEM),  markings.  I  took  every  tube  out 
making sure to account for equivalent tubes, and to clean 
around each area, and the socket it’self, and mapped it out. 

Additionally, I took a modest approach and after the 
tube  swap  cleaned  bare  metal  surfaces  with  high  purity 
Alcohol,  and  the  insides  with  De-Oxit  to  not  accidently 
remove  the  Collins  Quality  Control  and  calibration 
markings.

 The radio ended up performing and looking great. I 
just need to figure out how to make, or buy a power cable 
for  the  extra  rare  SSG-1  pre-filter/speaker.  The  speaker 
sounds great, but enabling the full features of AM broadcast 
band reception/pre-selector would be wonderful.

What is interesting is that while these radios have 
such historic significance, and I am less than half their age, 
they always seem to find me to restore them. I have always 
found them to be the best sounding as well.

73 - 
Mark Jurrens, KF5EUT
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^



 

The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at newsletter@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after 

the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$30 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P. M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive  a  commission for  every new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.   Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:

Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR 
lapsed membership (of two years or more).
Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even 
before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

     Mark Your   
     Calendars

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Club Meetings are held on the 

first and third Thursdays of the 
month from 7:30 to 9PM at the 

clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD
Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the 

Month  -  Check  in  at  Noon,  Exams  at  1PM  -  At  the 
clubhouse - Contact Steve/K3BAY k3bay@w3vpr.org

Weekly  AARC  2-Meter  Net on  147.105 
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every 
Wednesday at 8 PM - All Welcome

2  meter  Morning  Commuter  Net on  147.105 
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every morning 
6:30 am to 9:00 am.  This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-
Holly-net starts at 5 AM or so.

EVENT SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 3  7:30pm AARC Club meeting, 

newcomers always welcome.

Thursday, August 10  7:30pm AARC board meeting (we 

have an open meeting policy)

Saturday, August 12   7:00am (support) Ben Moore 

Memorial Half Marathon (in Annapolis)  Details.

12:00pm AARC Free Exams for your FCC amateur radio 

license, every second Saturday of the month.

Sunday, August 13      1:00pm AARC Mesh 

Networking Group, at 1 to 4 PM at the clubhouse

Thursday, August 17    7:30pm AARC Club meeting, 

newcomers always welcome.

Sunday, August 27       7:00am AARC (support) 

Annapolis 10 Mile Run

1:00pm AARC Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair, at 

1 to 4 PM at the clubhouse

http://w3vpr.org/node#
http://w3vpr.org/node/56
http://w3vpr.org/node/56
http://w3vpr.org/node/5
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?eid=N3Y1Mm9tMzk1cjkybzhzdmFwOXNyY2NkNDEgNGRucm5xbHUzN3AxMWg2MWRvYzBxMTYxM2tAZw&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:k3bay@w3vpr.org


UPCOMING HAMFESTS 

This  is  a  list  of  hamfests  in  the  Maryland-DC 
Section area. 

I  am including  hamfests  in  nearby  Pennsylvania, 
northern Virginia,  West Virginia and Delaware as well  as 
conventions  in  Orlando,  Florida  and  Dayton,  Ohio  as 
courtesy to our neighboring Section Managers. 

I, as your MDC Section Manager, Marty Pittinger, 
KB3MXM, and/or a designated ARRL representative(s) plan 
to attend all hamfests in the ARRL Maryland-DC Section. 

We hope to see you all there. 
------------------------------------------ 
67th Annual Berryville Hamfest & Computer/Electronics 
Show 
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 
Location: Clarke County Ruritan Fairgrounds, 890 West 
Main Street, Berryville, VA 22611 
Website: http://www.shenvalarc.org/hamfest 
Sponsor: Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Public Contact: Thomas Brownlee, AF2D, 744 Gafia Lodge 
Road, Middletown, VA 22645 
Phone: 540-869-7065, E-mail: af2d@arrl.net 
----------------------------------------- 
Virginia Section Convention (Virginia Beach Hamfest) 
Date: Saturday, September 9, 2017 
Location: Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 19th 
Street, Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
Website: http://vbhamfest.com 
Sponsor: Tidewater Radio Conventions 
Talk-In: 146.970(+) (CTCSS: 141.3 Hz) W4KXV 
Public Contact: Carl Clements, W4CAC, 4500 Wake Forest 
Road, Portsmouth, VA 23703 
Phone: 757-235-4813, E-mail: w4cac@cox.net 
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SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER'S REPORT 
For June, 2017   MDC NTS NETS: 

MEPN 1706 W3YVQ QND/30 QNI/388 QTC/41 MINS/649 
BTN    1706 AB3WG QND/30 QNI/403 QTC/54 MINS/590 
MDD   1706 AA3SB QND/60 QNI/347 QTC/155 MINS/729 
MSN   1706 W8CPG QND/30 QNI/115 QTC/76 MINS/584 

Q-signals are a system of radio shorthand as old as 
wireless and developed from even older telegraphy codes. 
Q-signals  are  a  set  of  abbreviations  for  common 
information  that  save  time  and  allow  communication 
between  operators  who  donâ€™t  speak  a  common 
language. Download Q-Signals:
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Get%20on%20the
%20Air/Comm%20w%20Other%20Hams-Q
%20Signals.pdf. 

Relief  Emergency  â€¢  Routine  Messages  â€¢ 
Recommended  Precedences  -  Every  formal  radiogram 
message  originated  and  handled  should  contain  the 
following component parts in the order given - see ARRL 
FSD-218:
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%2520Service/fsd218.pdf

PSHR: NI2W 144, W3YVQ 135, KK3F 120, K3IN 
110,  W3CB  106,  WB3FTQ  95,  AA3SB  94,  N3ZOC  90, 

AB3WG 79, WG3K 53, KB3LFG 14; 
TFC: KK3F 3929, K3IN 201, N3ZOC 126, WB3FTQ 

98, W3YVQ 65, AA3SB 63, AB3WG 31, WG3K 25, W3CB 
17, NI2W 9, KB3LFG 0 

HF PROPAGATION 
HF NVIS propagation  on MEPN (3820 kHz)  was 

totally  functional  throughout  June,  2017;  weak signals  at 
1730L but  improving  at  1800L due  to  the  lowering  sun 
angle.  The  summer  influence  of  longer  days  has 
compensated to some degree for the periods of low solar 
activity. The evening Cycle 4 nets had improving conditions 
for the month for the MDD 1900L session but with some 
nights with poor conditions at 2200L EDT. 

MDC RADIOGRAMS AND 
OTHER MESSAGING 

Outlets in each ARESÂ® jurisdiction are needed for 
daily  Radiogram  and  Radio-email  traffic  for  served 
agencies, and also for messaging welcoming new hams to 
the Amateur Service. Join the MEPN, BTN, or MDD nets 
daily to find out more about how to contribute. 

BTN LOCAL NTS TRAFFIC AND TRAINING NET 
The BTN continues to meet on 145.33/R (no tone) 

daily at 6:30PM local time and continues to welcome new 
amateurs. The availability of an active directed traffic net of 
the NTS on VHF is exactly why the BTN was established, 
providing a welcoming place for newcomers to the Amateur 
Service.  Congratulations  to  N3RES  on  the  upgrade  to 
General. At least six other BTN members have advanced to 
HF and checked into the MEPN this year. Thanks to all. 

MEPN ECHOLINK 
MEPN representatives  check  for  Echolink  check-

ins starting at net call daily via the WB3GXW-L link node (or 
*WASH_DC* conference node backup if the -L node is not 
available). A number of BTN and MEPN members, as well 
as stations outside the area, have used Echolink to check 
in when HF is not available to them. Thanks to all. 

MSN CW TRAINING 
Remember  that  the  MSN  provides  CW  training 

daily  for  newcomers  to  the  mode,  or  those  wishing  to 
refresh their  skills,  daily  at  7:30 PM on 3563 kHz.  Each 
trainee  works  with  an  assigned  instructor  off  the  net 
frequency  to  receive  radiograms  containing  training 
information. Instructors work with each student at their own 
desired speed and check-in schedule. All are encouraged 
to master the art of CW via this net or personal training in 
order to support and join the ranks of our MDD Section CW 
net. Robin, AA3SB, MDD NM, and the veteran staff, will be 
glad to help you advance to the evening CW full Cycle 4 of 
the NTS. 

--- 
Thanks to all the Section traffic net NCS stations, 

DTN/RRI and WL2K stations, liaisons, and traffic handlers 
for the continuing effort to keep the nets running and traffic 
moving. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  MDC 
integrated ARESÂ® and NTS operations. 
73, W3YVQ, MDC ASM, STM 
w3yvq atsign arrl dot net 
w3yvq atsign winlink dot org from WL2K 
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MDC Section Manager 

FD-17 is over and we had a ball! 
- Now that all the 'dust' has settled, don't forget to 
submit your entry. 
- The job isn't finished until the paperwork is done. 
- Entries must be postmarked, e-mailed or 
submitted by Tuesday, July 25, 2017. 
- Late entries cannot be accepted! 
I visited 13 Field Day sites on Maryland's eastern 

shore, western Chesapeake shore, near DC and southern 
Maryland, logging +400 miles. 

My ASM, Al Brown, KZ3AB, logged 539 miles while 
visiting 15 Field Day sites in western and central Maryland. 
Thanks you Sir! 

Here  are  some  2017  MDC  Section  Field  Day 
videos I found on the web 

Field Day 2017 W3M - 5A - MDC - MARC / DECT 
Damascus MD - Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxZijetn2xU 

Time lapse AB-577 Portable Tower Raising - ARRL 
Amateur Radio Field Day 6/24/2017 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0GwIT81GNI 

Field Day 2017 CARA/PVRC 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu-CHpwVy-U 

NEMARC Field Day 2017! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7m55x1QSiM 

Please  add  a  video  title  so  other  MDC  Section 
Hams can find it easily.  

Example: MDC ARC WD3BWC, 2017 ARRL Field 
Day, Maryland/DC, MDC Section 

The daylight hours may be getting shorter but the 
northern hemisphere's thermal inertial means more warm 
weather is still ahead of us. We must prepare ourselves for 
upcoming  severe  thunderstorms,  tropical  storms  and 
hurricanes during the rest of summer and early fall. 

The  hurricane  season  in  the  North  Atlantic  runs 
until the end of November. The most active period is mid-
August through the end of September. Please check your 
"go-kits" to make sure everything is ready and keep an eye 
on the weather. 

As a side note, I hope you will safely observe the 
North American 'Solar Eclipse' on August 21st. It may be 
viewed as a partial eclipse in the MDC area. Whatever you 
do, *DO NOT LOOK DIRECTLY AT THE SUN WITH YOUR 
NAKED  EYE!*  For  more  information,  take  a  look  at: 
http://www.space.com/35555-total-solar-eclipse-safety-
tips.html .

73 and remember that I am always ready to serve you.
 
Marty Pittinger, KB3MXM 
KB3MXM@ARRL.org 
ARRL Maryland-DC Section Manager
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Thoughts From ARRLCan You Help the 
PG-ARES Hosptial Coalition Team

To  all  MDC  Section  ECs,  AECs  and  ARES 
Members especially living in Prince Georges County.:

Please  join  Prince  George's  County  Maryland 
ARES  Group  (http://pgares.org/)  in  their  regularly 
scheduled HF Hospital Net.  This net meets on Wednesday 
following the third Monday of each month.  You do not have 
to be associated with a hospital to join the net. 

In case of a real disaster where HF is all "ya got," 
we need to experience the HF bands conditions to remind 
us of  techniques that  must  be used to  get  the message 
through. 

So, dust off your HF rig and stop by to say 'HI' on 
Wednesday, July 19, 2017, at 1930 Local time on 3820 kHz 
LSB Phone.  This is an informal net and all are welcome to 
participate.

Please check-in with our NCS on the HFHN as we 
are trying to raise the number of Ham radio stations and it 
is a good  reason to use your HF radio. 

So, come join in the "round-robin." 

Thank you very much,
Wanda Montgomery KA3AHI
Assistant Section Manager
MDC Section Hospital EmComm Program
Prince George's County
Amateur Radio Emergency Service
AEC - Hospital Program
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N9BA:On Recruiting Younger Members

How  do  we  get  more  people,  especially  youth, 
involved? I am sure this is a question that your local radio 
club or ARES team has asked many times. There isn't any 
easy answer because what works in Vanderburgh County 
may not work in Allen County. But, in general:  You must  
give  people  and  hams  something  meaningful  to  get  
involved with and provide them with a sense of belonging. 
All too often I have attended club meetings where they read 
the  minutes  from  the  last  meeting,  read  the  treasurer's 
report and of course vote on both. Then it is on to old and 
new business for  a lengthy discussion.  This  format  for a 
club  meeting  isn't  interesting  to  the  younger  generation. 
They want an environment where they can learn. Limit the 
business  portion,  and  have  hands-on  live  demos  of 
hardware and software!

For the ARES teams across the section, hams want 
to  belong  to  your  team.  If  you  aren't  having  regular 
meetings and providing some sort of training, then no one 
will  want to be involved. A monthly training session is an 
excellent  way  to  build  team  cohesion  and  a  sense  of 
belonging. If you need training ideas, please reach out and 
ask. 
-- Brent Walls, N9BA, 
ARRL Indiana Section Manager, Indiana 
Used with permission The ARES E-Letter for July 19, 2017
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AARC STAFF – 2017

OFFICERS

President:
     Rich Grace, KB3ZYO                 410-500-1092

y  amahaturbo83@gmail.com

Vice Pres:
    Tom Wagner                      410-946-4564
            tominmd72@aol.com

Secretary:
   Keith Miller, AE3D                        240-158-0423

ae3d@graykitty.net
Treasurer:

    Justin Leishman /KC3BJT           ____________
                      kc3bjt@icloud.com
Directors:

    Timothy Nagel / KB3YQK      ____________ 
kb3yqk@gmail.com

    Mark Bova / W2PAW      240-274-6294
w2paw@markbova.com

    Jim Wallace, N3ADF                    301-464-0661
                          n3adf@arrl.net        

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:
          Dick Mayo / WW3R                           410-956-5099
 ww3r.maio@gmail.com 
Resident Agent:
          Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                             410-315-9403

jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:
          Milford Craig / N3WYG                      301-218-8867
                          n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:
          Paul Bowling / W4ATN                  410-934-1355
                         paul@w4atn.com
          Assistant:  Holly Bevan / N3MB         410-923-0229

n3mb@arrl.net   
Program Chairman:
          Rich Grace, KB3ZYO                        410-500-1092

y  amahaturbo83@gmail.com 
ARES/RACES:
          Ron Boller / N3WOF                          410-956-6127

n3wof@arrl.net
Joint 440 Comm:
          Gordon Davids / WJ3K                      410-647-2956

g.davids@verizon.net
FAR Representative
          Ed Brown / AA3EB                             301-856-3317

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
            Erick Graves / WA3G                     410-987-7670   
                          erick.g@comcast.net
Repeater Ops:
           John Williams /  K8JW                    410-647-7406

             k8jw@verizon.net
VE Team:
           Rick Steer - AB3XJ                         443-871-2583 
          ab3xj@yahoo.com                
Training:
            Keith Miller / AE3D                         301-805-1854
                         ae3d@graykitty.net
Packet Radio:
            Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO              240-426-2664

grhear@yahoo.com
Newsletter:
            Milford Craig / N3WYG                   301-218-8867

newsletter@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
            Mark Bova / W2PAW     240-274-6294

w2paw@markbova.com
Field Day:
           Rich Grace / KB3ZYO                       410-500-1092
                          yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
MDC QSO Party
             ___________________________ ___________

____________________

MD Slow Net:
            Bruce Stewart / W8CPG                 304-940-3076

chickenfarm9@gmail.com
ARRL MDC Section Manager :
            Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM          410-356-7899    
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net   
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule 
                                          

Second Saturday of each month – 
   Noon – AARC – Rick Steer - AB3XJ 

          
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI   443-310-4902  web site is 
tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers  

  To all exams bring:
• Picture ID
• Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)
• ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 

radio license
ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element 
credits (eg., FCC letters, old licenses or 
unexpired Certif icates of Successful 
Completion of Examination-CSCE)

http://tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
mailto:yamahaturbo83@gmail.com
mailto:ww3r.maio@gmail.com
mailto:n3adf@arrl.net
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International Lighthouse 
Lightship Weekend Registrations 

Top 200 and Rising

Registrations for the 2017 International Lighthouse 
Lightship Weekend (ILLW) have topped the 200 mark for 
the August 19-20 event. The ILLW is 20 years old this year, 
and with a bit more than 6 weeks to go, nearly 250 planned 
operations have registered throughout the world. During the 
annual event, Amateur Radio stations will be on the air from 
--  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  --  various  historic 
lighthouses  and  lightships  in  more  than  25  countries.  In 
past years, more than 500 stations in some 90 countries 
have taken part.

"Many enjoy linking portable 
Amateur  Radio  to  the  navigational 
beacons  for  shipping  traffic  of  the 
past,  and  in  doing  so,  help  raise 
public  awareness  of  the  need  to 
preserve  the  old  structures,"  Jim 
Linton, VK3PC, remarked.

The  Polish  DX  Club  will 
mark  the  milestone  anniversary  as 

3Z20ILLW,  with  six  club  members  at  the  Jaroslawiec 
Lighthouse,  Poland's  oldest,  on  the  Baltic  Sea.  In  West 
Malaysia,  the  Borneo  Amateur  Radio  Club  will  activate 
Tinagat Lighthouse for its first time, as 9M6SDX.

Registration guidelines call for operating sites to be 
officially listed as aids to navigation. That could include a 
classic  lighthouse  or  lightship  with  a  Fresnel  lens,  fog 
horns, time ball towers, and lighthouses or lightships moved 
to  museums.  According to the ILLW site,  "lights  such as 
range  lights,  channel  markers,  skeletal  towers,  and 
breakwall lights will probably not be accepted." Registration 
for  the  event  is  not  required,  but  it  does  let  other 
participants know which lighthouses and lightships will be 
active.

Sponsors  stress  that  the 
event  is  not a contest  --  and there 
are  no  prizes,  certificates,  or  other 
enticements  to  participate.  Each 
station's operators decide how they 
will operate their station with respect 
to  bands  and  modes,  and 
participating stations do not have to 
be on the air for the entire weekend.

Activity  does  not  need  to 
take place inside the structure itself. 
A Field Day-style setup at the light or 
other building adjacent to the light is 
sufficient.  "Adjacent  means  next  to 
or  as  close  as  possible,"  event  guidelines  explain.  "The 
intention behind this requirement is that the station should 
have a visible presence to the passing public who may be 
visiting  the  lighthouse  over  the  weekend.  Permission  to 
operate from a lighthouse/lightship should be obtained from 
the relevant authorities." -- Thanks to Jim Linton, VK3PC

Used with permission The ARRL Letter for July 6, 2017
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Vermont Radio Amateurs 
Putting Green Mountain State's 

Parks on the Air
The  Vermont  Department  of  Parks  and  Radio 

Amateurs  of  Northern  Vermont  (RANV)  are  sponsoring 
"Vermont State Parks on the Air" until June 1, 2019. The 
activity  is  dedicated  to  Amateur  Radio  operation  in 
Vermont's  parks.  Operation is  open to  all  modes and all 
bands, although most recent operation has been on 40 and 
20 meters. The event uses World Wide Flora and Fauna in 
Amateur  Radio  (WWFF)  calling/operating  frequencies: 
Phone: 3.744, 7.144, 14.244, 18.144, 21.244, 24.944, and 
28.444 MHz;  CW: 3.544,  7.024,  10.124,  14.044,  18.084, 
21.044, 24.894, and 28.044 MHz. 

"This  program  is  a 
follow-up  to  the  ARRL 
National  Parks  on  the  Air 
event,"  Bob  Henneberger, 
KB1WXM,  told  ARRL.  "We 
are hoping it catches on with 
Vermont hams and can be a 
regular  ongoing  event  each 
summer.  We  encourage  the 
backpackers working QRP as 
well  as those setting up 500 
W  stations  with  dipoles  70 
feet up in some tall trees." 

State  parks 
encompassing  mountain 

peaks can be simultaneously activated for Summits on the 
Air (SOTA) awards.  Parks on the Air identifiers are on the 
WWFF website.  Activators can list  future park activations 
on the WWFF website or on the Vermont Parks on the Air 
Facebook page. Participants are encouraged to also submit 
logs to the Logbook of The World. Contact Henneberger for 
more information. 

Used wi th permission The ARRL Letter for July 6,  2017
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Jamboree on the Air 
Marks 60 Years this Fall

"60 Years Connecting Scouts" is the theme for the 
Boy  Scouts'  2017  Jamboree  on  the  Air  (JOTA),  set  for 
October  20-22.  JOTA 
Coordinator  Jim  Wilson, 
K5ND,  said  the  theme 
"recognizes  the  start  of  the 
event  in  1957  and 
commemorates  its  growth  in 
participation  and  in  the 
expanding  communication 
channels  that  are  activated 
on  the  third  weekend  in 
October."  The  official  JOTA 
patch will be available by July 
19.  The  JOTA-JOTI  (Jamboree  on  the  Internet)  patch  is 
available now.

Wilson said JOTA's "communication channels" now 
include Amateur  Radio  on the air  and via  internet-based 
channels,  as  well  as  many other  internet-based  options, 

Bob Henneberger, KB1WXM, 
operates on 20 meters at 
Niquette Bay State Park.

http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx
mailto:kb1wxm@arrl.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/292829457810746/
https://wwff-kff.com/
http://www.sota.org.uk/
http://wwff.co/
http://www.ranv.org/
http://www.illw.net/


including social  media,  ScoutLink and IRC chat services, 
Skype, and more. "It also recognizes the goal of the event 
--  connecting  Scouts  so  that  they  can  engage  in 
conversations with other Scouts across town and around 
the  world,"  Wilson  said.  "This  allows  them  to  discover 
geographic and cultural  differences and similarities.  Plus, 
they  are  exposed  to  the  technology  that  makes  all  this 
happen."  The  World  JOTA-JOTI  Team  said  it  would 
announce "a number of weekend activities supporting the 
2017 theme."

JOTA participation last October was up from 2015's 
numbers. According to the final JOTA report, 10,761 Scouts 
took  part  --  an  increase  of  more  than  50% from a  year 
earlier -- and the number of stations filing reports, at 267, 
jumped by 28% from 2015 (the record was 271 in 2013). 
The number of Amateur Radio operators was up by 14% to 
1,120,  although  the  number  of  radios  reported  in  use 
dropped  by  25%  to  631.  Total  JOTA  2016  contacts 
remained flat at 8,254. -- Thanks to JOTA Coordinator Jim 
Wilson, K5ND
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for July 6, 2017
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Amateur Radio Volunteers in 
British Columbia Reported 
Assisting Relief Agencies

Radio  Amateurs  of  Canada  (RAC)  reported  last 
weekend  that  it  was  monitoring  the  wildfire  situation in 
British  Columbia.  Acting  British  Columbia/Yukon  Section 
Manager  Bill  Gipps,  VE7XS,  advised  RAC that  Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service teams had not been called out, 
and  that  the  wildfire  situation  "has  not  become  a 
communications  event."  A state  of  emergency  has  been 
declared in Canada's westernmost province. More than 250 
wildfires were reported active in British Columbia as of July 
12,  and  21  of  them are  considered  "of  note."  Fires  had 
spread over nearly 99,000 acres by midweek. 

"There  are 
amateurs  on  the  ground 
helping other  organizations 
such  as  the  Red  Cross," 
RAC  reported.  It's  been 
estimated  that  more  than 
14,000  people  have  been 
evacuated from fire-stricken 
communities,  many now in 
shelters,  and  an 
undetermined  number  of 
homes  have  been 
destroyed.

Under  the  state  of 
emergency,  agencies  such 

as  Emergency  Management  BC,  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
the  Ministry  of  Forests,  Lands  and  Natural  Resource 
Operations,  and  the  RCMP have  authority  to  take  every 
action necessary to fight the wildfires and ensure protection 
of residents and their communities.

Lightning is being blamed for most of the wildfires 
throughout the province. The last provincial declaration of 
state  of  emergency  was  issued  in  August  2003,  also  in 
response to wildfires.
Used with permission The ARRL Letter for July 13, 2017

Revised FCC Form 605 Will Ask 
Applicants “the Felony Question”

A  revised  FCC  Form  605  —  Quick-Form 
Application for Authorization in the Ship, Aircraft, Amateur,  
Restricted and Commercial Operator, and General Mobile  
Radio Services — going into effect in September will ask all 
applicants to indicate if they have been convicted of or pled 
guilty  to  a  felony.  The  Communications  Act  obliges  the 
Commission to ask “the felony question,” as it did on the old 
Form 610 and still does on other applications. This action 
will correct its omission on Form 605, which has existed for 
years. Applicants’ responses and explanations will be used 
to determine eligibility to be a Commission licensee. The 
FCC told  ARRL that  it’s  still  deciding whether to issue a 
public notice on the change.

“The  Commission  is  revising  the  basic 
qualifications  section  of  the  form  to  include  a  question 
regarding whether an application has been convicted of a 
felony in any state or federal court,” the Office of the FCC 
Secretary  explained  in  a  May  filing  with  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  (OMB),  which  must  okay  the 
revision.  “Applicants  answering  YES  must  provide  an 
explanation regarding the conviction. This item enables the 
FCC to  determine  whether  an applicant  is  eligible  under 
sections 310(d) and 308(b) of  the Communications Act  of 
1934, as amended, to hold or have ownership interest in a 
station license.”

The revision also will apply to NCVEC Form 605 — 
the  unofficial Amateur  Radio-specific  version  of  the 
application  that  is  completed  and  filed  at  volunteer 
examiner  coordinator  (VEC)  examination  sessions.  VECs 
will have to start using the revised form on September 7. 
Responding  to  VECs’  questions,  the  FCC  offered  some 
guidance, with a particular focus on NCVEC Form 605.

ARRL VEC Manager and NCVEC Vice-Chair Maria 
Somma, AB1FM, thanked the FCC for honoring a request 
to amend the effective date of the change, initially in early 
August. “At the urging of the NCVEC leadership, the FCC 
took  into  consideration  the  undertaking  to  change  and 
distribute  all  affected  forms  and  update  software  and 
agreed to push back the execution date by 1 month,” she 
said. The NCVEC will create a revised NCVEC Form 605 
and release it to VE teams before September 7.

Once the Form 605 update has been implemented, 
assuming all  other  information is  correct,  negative  felony 
question responses will result in a license grant, the FCC 
said. A YES will place the application in the “pending file for 
review” category. Applicants answering YES would have to, 
within  14  days,  provide  the  FCC  with  a  statement 
explaining the circumstances, and a statement “giving the 
reasons  why  the  applicant  believes  that  grant  of  the 
application would be in the public interest, notwithstanding 
the actual  or  alleged misconduct,”  the revised Form 605 
instructions state. The FCC said an applicant’s answer to 
the felony question and explanation will be public via ULS, 
unless  a  separate  request  is  made to  the  FCC that  the 
applicant’s explanation be kept confidential. The FCC will 
review applications on which the felony question has been 
answered in  the  affirmative  and decide  whether  to  grant 
them or designate them for hearing.

“The applicant  must  provide sufficient  information 

One of the British Columbia 
wildfires, this one northeast of 
Princeton. [British Columbia 
Wildfire Centre photo]

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/wildfire-situation
http://wp.rac.ca/


for the FCC to determine whether there exists any material 
and  substantial  question  of  fact  regarding  whether  the 
applicant  has  the  character  qualifications  to  be  a 
Commission  licensee,”  the  FCC  said.  There  is  no  set 
checklist of items, but useful information would include such 
information as details regarding the conduct that resulted in 
the conviction or guilty plea, including time and place; the 
date of the conviction or guilty plea; the penalty imposed 
and whether it has been satisfied, and “any efforts taken to 
remedy  the  wrongs  committed  and  ensure  that  the 
applicant will not engage in such conduct in the future,” the 
FCC said.

The FCC said the only additional information that 
VECs  will  have  to  collect  is  the  response  to  the  felony 
question;  any  explanatory  exhibits  and  confidentiality 
petitions will go directly to the FCC, and VECs will have no 
information as to the status of such applications.

The  FCC  said  the  felony  question  must  be 
answered every time — even if previously answered — for 
New, Modification, Renewal/Modification,  and Amendment 
applications.  “Assuming  that  nothing  has  changed,  the 
attachment  to  the  subsequent  applications  can  simply 
reference  the  file  number  of  the  application  where  the 
complete explanation was given, rather than having to set 
forth the complete explanation each time,” the FCC memo 
said. “Clubs are not exempt from the felony question. The 
question applies to the club as an entity and to the trustee, 
but not to any other individual officers.”

Individuals convicted of a felony and later pardoned 
or whose record has been sealed should answer YES, and 
include information regarding the pardon, “as that  will  be 
relevant to whether the conviction still presents any material 
and  substantial  question  of  fact  regarding  whether  the 
applicant  has  the  character  qualifications  to  be  a 
Commission licensee,” the FCC told VECs. “An overturned 
conviction need not be disclosed — but a conviction still on 
appeal must be disclosed.”
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New HAARP Research Campaign 
to Begin in September
Last  February, 

many HF listeners across 
North  America  and 
elsewhere  were  able  to 
copy  signals  from 
Alaska's High Frequency 
Active  Auroral  Research 
Program (HAARP) during 
its first scientific research 
campaign  since  it  was 
taken  over  by  the  University  of  Alaska  Fairbanks  (UAF) 
Geophysical Institute in 2015. UAF Space Physics Group 
Assistant  Research  Professor  Chris  Fallen,  KL3WX,  told 
ARRL this week that the next HAARP research campaign, 
which will get under way in mid-to-late September, will carry 
on the experiments begun during the previous campaigns. 
This time, though, even more listeners may be able to hear 
HAARP.

"Similar to the February campaign, I plan to inform 

listeners  of  selected experiment  activities,  allowing hams 
and SWLers to tune in and collectively participate," Fallen 
said. "One notable difference from the previous campaign is 
that another column of transmitter shelters at HAARP will 
be operational, both increasing the HAARP net transmitted 
power  to  80% of  its  nominal  3.6  MW  and increasing its 
antenna gain."

In advance of the September scientific campaign, 
HAARP will hold an open house on August 19. "Throughout 
the  day  there  will  be  talks  by  Geophysical  Institute 
researchers on site about the HAARP facility and research, 
and other research topics pursued at the UAF Geophysical 
Institute," Fallen said. "As in the previous year, tours of the 
main transmitter array, control center, and power generation 
plant  will  be offered throughout the day.  Hams and radio 
enthusiasts  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  equipment  for 
photo opportunities or even to make contacts from the site."

Fallen's  February  experimental  campaign  at 
HAARP  included  an  audio  broadcast,  transmitting  AM 
carriers  and  even  some music  on  or  about  2.8  and  3.3 
MHz, with the resulting skywave signal consisting of a mix 
of  both  frequencies.  He  followed  that  with  an  "artificial 
aurora"  experiment.  Fallen  is  working  under  a  National 
Science  Foundation  grant.  He  has  posted  additional 
information on his "Gakona HAARPoon 2017" blog. Follow 
HAARP  on  its  official  Facebook  page or  via  Twitter 
(@UAFHAARP).
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Royal Mint to Welcome Amateur Radio 
The Royal Mint Experience in Wales will host "The 

Royal Mint Radio Experience," July 30 until August 5 at the 
Royal Mint's new visitor center in Llantrisant, Wales. School 
children and members of  the public have been invited to 
enjoy  a  fun,  informal,  and  interactive  Amateur  Radio 
workshop. According to an announcement from the Radio 
Society of Great Britain (RSGB), visitors will get the chance 
to  use  the  FUNcube-1  CubeSat,  launched  in  2013  and 
used by schools and educational groups around the world.

"We're delighted to be 
supporting  this  event,  which 
will  give  visitors  to  the  Royal 
Mint  a  chance  to  experience 
the wonder of Amateur Radio 
and  satellite  communication," 
said  RSGB General  Manager 
Steve  Thomas,  M1ACB. 
"Amateur  Radio  has  many 
links with the science, technology, engineering, and maths 
(STEM) curriculum and can lead to rewarding careers."

Members of  RSGB, Barry Amateur Radio Society 
(BARS), and AMSAT-UK will operate special event station 
GB4RME (GB 4 Royal  Mint  Experience);  Ofcom granted 
that call sign just for this event. RSGB Regional Manager 
and  BARS  Chairman  Glyn  Jones,  GW0ANA,  said  he 
believes this may be the first time Amateur Radio has been 
allowed  to  operate  from  a  Royal  Mint  anywhere  in  the 
world. -- Thanks to RSGB
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http://gi.alaska.edu/haarp-0
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homeowners  association  from installing  effective  outdoor 
antennas to  visit  the RallyCongress site  and e-mail  their 
two US senators. He also encouraged those not currently 
affected  by  deed  covenants,  conditions,  and  restrictions 
(CC&Rs) to support their fellow radio amateurs by doing the 
same.

"If  you  want  to  help 
create  an  opportunity  --  not 
available  before  now  --  for 
Amateurs  who  live  in  deed-
restricted  communities  to  install 
effective  outdoor  antennas  on 
property  that  you  own  or  lease, 
send  these  e-mails  today!" 
Roderick said.  "We need you to 
reach out to your senators today. 
Right away."

S.  1534  was  introduced 
in  the  US  Senate  on  July  12, 
marking another step forward for 
this  landmark  legislation. 
Senators  Roger  Wicker  (R-MS) 

and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate sponsors. 
The  measure  will,  for  the  first  time,  guarantee  all  radio 
amateurs living in deed-restricted communities governed by 
a homeowners association (HOA) or subject to any private 
land-use  regulations,  the  right  to  erect  and  maintain 
effective outdoor antennas at their homes, while protecting 
the aesthetic concerns of HOAs.
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Pictures of Fild day 2017 from Ed 
Santini, KB3YMU

Anne Arundel Radio Club
is a

501C3 organization 
serving central Maryland's

All donations are graciously 
received.

ARRL President Rick 
Roderick, K5UR.



The Radio Amateur Operator 
is…

CONSIDERATE
...He/[She] never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL
...He/[She] offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, 

the IARU Radio Society in his/[her] country, through which Amateur Radio 
in his/[her] country is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
...He/[She] keeps his/[her] station up to date.  It is well-built and efficient.  

His/[Her] operating practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY
...He/[She] operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly 

advice and counsel to beginners; kind assistance, cooperation 
and consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED
...Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC
...His/[Her] station and skills are always ready for service to country and community.

- adapted from the original Amateur's Code, written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928The Radio Amateur's Code



Special Editorial: 
Be Civil and Respectful

On  the  way  home  from  the  Spring  2017  West 
Central Florida Section ARES Meeting, I was running my 
handheld radio on APRS as a mobile tracker. I received the 
following  text  message  from  someone:  "Hey  dummy, 
program your radio correctly." Apparently someone did not 
like  a  parameter  that  was  set  on  my  radio  and  took 
exception  to  it.  The  question  I  asked  myself  after  the 
comment had disturbed me was the following: What if I had 
been a new amateur licensee? If so, I might have become 
discouraged and bitter as a result of that comment. I might 
have quit.

There is a lesson to be learned from this incident. 
We in the amateur community should always be civil to one 
another. This does not mean you cannot disagree, but you 
can  state  your  disagreement  and  remain  respectful/civil 
about it. It does not offend me if someone does not agree 
with what I say or what I do, if it is in a civil manner. Lack of  
civility is sadly a sign of the times we live in. Far too often 
today  when  one  states  their  viewpoint,  even  when  they 
state it with civility, it is met with rudeness or even with a 
vitriolic  response.  In  Amateur  Radio  we  should  be  the 
exception to this trend and be civil to one another both on 
the air and in person, as an example to our peers and to 
the next generation.

Another lesson to be learned here is to be aware 
that sometimes operators have either technical issues with 
their equipment or procedures (AC hum on the microphone, 
cracking sounds, wrong parameters programmed on digital 
modes,  improper operating procedure,  etc.).  It  is  okay to 
point an issue out to them if you know what the problem is, 
but remember to be civil about it, in a positive, helpful way. 
A new amateur  may  not  have  learned  all  of  the  proper 
procedures  yet.  Talk  to  them  in  a  respectful  manner, 
preferably  off  the air.  In  the case of  most  people,  if  you 
approach them with a modest and humble attitude, they will 
listen to what you have to say. If I have a problem, I would 
want someone to tell me, because I may not know about it.

One more lesson: We all have our favorite modes 
of operation and parts of the service we enjoy more than 
others.  Don't  put  down  or  demean  another  amateur's 
interests. It's okay to invite other hams to join your part of 
the hobby but if they say no, don't feel slighted. They might 
on the other hand say yes, but you will not know until you 
ask. Also, if  someone tells you about their favorite mode, 
take the time to listen. You may decide it is not of interest to 
you and say "No thank you" and that is perfectly okay. But 
on the other hand you may say "yes."

The  Amateur's  Code  was  written  by  Paul  Segal, 
W9EEA, in 1928 after another time in which Amateur Radio 
had a tumultuous period before regulations fully took effect 
in  the  mid  1920's.  The  Fourth  point  in  the  code  says: 
"FRIENDLY  with  slow  and  patient  operation  when 
requested,  friendly  advice  and  counsel  to  the  beginner,  
kindly  assistance,  co-operation  and  consideration  for  the  
interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur  
spirit".  For  the  full  text  of  the  code,  please  see 
http://www.qcwa.org/amateur-code.htm 
-- Darrell Davis, KT4WX, 

ARRL  West  Central  Florida  Section  Manager,  
reprinted from The WCF Presser and West Central Florida  
Section News
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HAMS Are also on 
Social Media Links 

Facebook Group:    
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626
067021873/

Facebook PAGE:    
https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRa
dioClub/

Twitter:                    
https://twitter.com/W3VPR 

https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRadioClub/
https://www.facebook.com/AnneArundelRadioClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626067021873/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930626067021873/
https://twitter.com/W3VPR
http://www.qcwa.org/amateur-code.htm


AARC Two-Meter Net Controller Schedule — 2017

(Year/Month/Day)

17/1/4 KB3YQK Tim 17/7/5 K3ACT Chuck
17/1/11 K3MAW Mike 17/7/12 WA3SKN Mike
17/1/18 AA3EB Ed 17/7/19 KB3YQK Tim
17/1/25 KB3ZYO Rich 17/7/26 K3MAW Mike

17/2/1 KB3MUV Raven 17/8/2 AA3EB Ed
17/2/8 K3ACT Chuck 17/8/9 KB3ZYO Rich
17/2/15 WA3SKN Mike 17/8/16 KB3MUV Raven
17/2/22 KB3YQK Tim 17/8/23 K3ACT Chuck

17/8/30 WA3SKN Mike
17/3/1 K3MAW Mike
17/3/8 AA3EB Ed 17/9/6 KB3YQK Tim
17/3/15 KB3ZYO Rich 7/9/13 K3MAW Mike
17/3/22 KB3MUV Raven 17/9/20 AA3EB Ed
17/3/29 K3ACT Chuck 17/9/27 KB3ZYO Rich

17/4/5 WA3SKN Mike 17/10/4 KB3MUV Raven
17/4/12 KB3YQK Tim 17/10/11 K3ACT Chuck
17/4/19 K3MAW Mike 17/10/18 WA3SKN Mike
17/4/26 AA3EB Ed 17/10/25 KB3YQK Tim

17/5/3 KB3ZYO Rich 17/11/1 K3MAW Mike
17/5/10 KB3MUV Raven 17/11/8 AA3EB Ed
17/5/17 K3ACT Chuck 17/11/15 KB3ZYO Rich
17/5/24 WA3SKN Mike 17/11/22 KB3MUV Raven
17/5/31 KB3YQK Tim 17/11/29 K3ACT Chuck

17/6/7 K3MAW Mike 17/12/6 WA3SKN Mike
17/6/14 AA3EB Ed 17/12/13 KB3YQK Tim
17/6/21 KB3ZYO Rich 17/12/20 K3MAW Mike
17/6/28 KB3MUVV Raven 17/12/27 AA3EB Ed



http://www.bdb.com/~msn/

