
Prez Sez...
Two  hundred  and 

eighteen phone contacts, 454 
CW  and  143  digital.  A 
preliminary  total  of  1176 
points.  All  that  and  a  few 
inches of rain…

Another  Field  Day 
goes  into  the  books,  and  I 
think  everyone  who 
participated  would  agree  that 
despite the weather, they had 
a great time. I hope you were 
able to take part in ham radio’s 
biggest  event  of  the  year, 

either  with  the  club,  at  home,  or  with  another  group. 
Whether you were in a tent in the pouring rain or snug in 
your shack, there were contacts and fun to be had. I’ll admit 
I don’t have a lot to compare it to, this being only my fifth 
Field Day, but it seemed that the bands were in pretty good 
shape (or maybe just more folks were on the air). Activity on 
digital was there throughout the whole time, and I can say 
that was a first!

We ran a smaller operation this year, seven stations 
on  emergency  power,  but  I  think  we  did  a  better  job  of 
keeping them all manned for the entire 24 hours. Anyone 
who was able to attend would note that we changed things 
around a bit, setting up two shelters and a wider variety of 
antennas.  Some things,  however,  remained  constant:  we 
had plenty of folks make time on Friday to come and help 
set up, the food was good and there was plenty of it, and I  
think everybody had a good time. There are a lot of folks to 
thank for all this, starting with Dick Maio, WW3R, our Field 
Day coordinator. Dick did an excellent job getting everything 
rolling leading into the event, and was on hand for pretty 
much the entire time staying on top of things and making 
sure all was well.

Thanks also to Giff Hammar, K1GAH, for building 
some new antennas and getting that very important element 
set up and ready. Another shout out to Mark Bova, W2PAW, 
for  keeping everyone well  fed and hydrated,  Keith  Miller, 
AE3D, and the Mesh Radio folks for planning and operating 
the network that kept our logging going with hardly a hitch, 
and all of the other people who volunteered their time in the 
planning,  setup,  execution,  and tear-down that  made this 
year’s Field Day a success.

Hopefully you’ll find some pictures of some of the 

activities in this newsletter. If you took any and haven’t 
sent them to Milford, please do! We can include them 
next month and get them on the website as well. We’d 
love to have any pictures or videos that you might have 
taken. While you’re at it, please send a copy to Jonathan 
Graefe,  KB3ZVO, the club’s secretary.  He can provide 
them to the web folks and add them to the growing digital 
archive of club documents and photos. 

Of  course  we  would  also  be  grateful  for  any 
article  submissions  to  the  newsletter!  I  would  like  to 
especially  request  a  paragraph  from  anyone  who 
operated Field Day,  whether  at  the club or elsewhere. 
Was it  your  first  time or  51st time? Did you try a new 
operating  mode?  New  location?  Please  share  your 
experiences, we would all like to hear about them.

In other news, the Yaesu repeaters that the club 
purchased  earlier  this  year  have  been  shipped  and 
arrived at John Williams’ house a few days ago. It will 
take  a  little  time  to  get  them  checked  out  and  test 
interfaces  to  our  existing  controllers  before  we  start 
putting them on the air, but hopefully we can start making 
them  available  soon.  I  know this  purchase  was  a  bit 
contentious amongst some of our members, but I urge 
everyone  to  keep  an  open  mind  with  the  upcoming 
changes and provide your opinions and thoughts about 
how we can best  incorporate this new technology into 
what  is  the  most  robust  and  wide  coverage  repeater 
network in Anne Arundel County. 

I mentioned at a recent meeting that I’d like your 
feedback on how the club is meeting your needs (or not), 
how we  could  do better,  and  what  types  of  programs 
you’d like to see. It may not be a big surprise that I’ve 
heard from no one yet. For the bulk of the members that 
don’t come to meetings, why not? 
73
Brian, K3HMX
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Miss Holly, N3MB Injured in Fall
On Tuesday night (6/30/2015) on the way to go 

to bed she tripped over a leg of the coffee table, !anded 
on her nose, and broke it. She had a serious nosebleed 
which we couldn't stop. We called 911 and she spent the 
night in the ER. They packed her right nostril at the ER 
and she had the packing removed by an ENT specialist 
on Thursday. Yesterday afternoon she passed out briefly 
and Vicki and I were worried enough to call 911 again. 
They decided to do some serious tests and she is still in 
the hospital today and should go home tomorrow. 
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          Morning Breaking over the HF Tent

 

     HF phone and CW operations going 
                                    smoothly if a little wet... 

Digital and upper HF tent in foreground, HF phone and CW 
beyond. Jim Wallace made quite a few 6m contacts with 
his beam

Maryland 
QCO 
Party 
will be on 
Aug. 8-9, 
2015 



Around AARC and nearby clubs...

CQ WPX Contest

This  weekend  (May  30-31,  2915)  was  the  CQ 
WPX  contest  on  CW.  Conditions  weren't  great,  but  I
didn't do too badly. Out of the allowable 48 hours, I worked 
around 18 hours or slightly less.  I  did 404 QSOs, three 
were dupes meaning I can only count 401. My score was 
over 300K. I worked Alaska, Hawaii, P.R., all over Europe
to include a bunch of Greece, Israel, most of the old Soviet 
Bloc,  most  of  South  America,  and  a  handful  of  other 
assorted places.

Why is this exciting? Because, it was done with a 
KX3 running only 100 Watts and Home Depot antennas 
strung up in the trees. The meaning of this is that it proves 
only a modest station is needed to be able to reach out 
and touch others. This can also be done in regular DXing.

73,
Barry
K3NDM 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Away from the QTH and No Gear
My XYL and eldest granddaughter had to make a 

quick trip to Roanoke, VA.  It would only be a brief trip so I  
did  not  take  any  other  radio  equipment  other  than  the 
Kenwood TX-25 in the truck.  We had some things to do 
and were done by about 7:00 pm.  

What to do?  The mike finger was getting anxious 
and not a piece of gear to be used except for the TX-25. 
The only problem was that mother nature decided it was 
time to water the lawn.  Soooo, here I sit inside a metal 
box euphemistically called a house trailer.

Then  my  gaze  fell  on  the  only  piece  of 
communications equipment that I had.  One of those new 
fangled 'smartphones'.  Previously, I had put some apps on 
it and one of them was the Echolink app.

My thought process was this.  It is dark here, so I 
have to look west if I am to make any contacts at all.  I 
finally got the Echolink app working and thought why not 
try the Philippines.  So finding a repeater there I made a 
couple  of  calls  and no one answered.   Maybe they are 
asleep as well.

Let's  go  farther  west,  so  I  looked  up  some 
repeaters in Japan and gave out my second call.  All these 
boys must go to sleep at the same time.  I got the repeater 
information back but no one came to my call.

Finally  one  last  call—to  New Zealand.   I  found 
what I thought was a friendly repeater, made the call and, 
of course you have to wait, and wait, and wait.  Finally a 
voice  came  through  calling  himself  Allan  on  the  West 
Auckland, NZ repeater link  ZL1AML-L.  We had a short 
QSO and parted in about 5 minutes.   That satisfied my 
itchy  'mike  finger'.   I  looked  up  the  contact  on  QRZ, 
another  app,  to  fine  out  that  I  was  speaking  with  Allan 
Larsen in Waitakere City, West Auckland, NZ.

Is there any sort of award or prize for this?  I do 
not  think  so  apart  from  my  personal  feeling  of 
accomplishment.

If  you  have  one  of  these  new  fangled 
'smartphones' try it out for yourself.  You may be presently 
surprised.
73
Milford
N3WYG
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Frank Stone AC3P  SK
It is with a sad heart that I must pass the following 

information to the Aero  Club (of Baltimore) members and 
other clubs in the area   Frank died peacefully Tuesday, 
June 23 2015,  afternoon, with his wife and children and 
sister  at  his  bedside.  He  will  be   missed  by  all,  in  the 
Radio,  Astronomy  and  Family  community  in  which  he 
lived.

Final  arrangements  will  be  sent  to  Aero  club 
members.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

AARC Field Day Photos  by Ed Santilli



AARC STAFF - 2014

OFFICERS

President:
     Brian Mary / K3HMX                  301-262-4075

b_mary@comcast.net 
Vice Pres:

     Wayne Precht / AB3RY              240-268-9070
wayne@wayneprecht.org

Secretary:
   Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO           240-426-2664

KB3ZVO@arrl.net
Treasurer:

    Justin Leishman /KC3BJT           ____________
                           leishman.public@icloud.com
Directors:

    Mark Bova / W2PAW      240-274-6294
w2paw@markbova.com

    Giff Hammar / K1GAH      443-221-7273
k1gah@arrl.net

    Timothy Nagel / KB3YQK      ____________
      kb3yqk@gmail.com

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:

 
Resident Agent:
          Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                            410-315-9403

jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:
          Milford Craig / N3WYG                      301-218-8867
                          n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:
          Paul Bowling / W4ATN                   410-934-1355
                         paul@w4atn.com
          Assistant:  Holly Bevan / N3MB         410-923-0229

n3mb@arrl.net   
Program Chairman:
          Wayne Precht / AB3RY                     240-268-9070

wayne@wayneprecht.org
ARES/RACES:

Ron Boller / N3WOF                       410-956-6127
n3wof@arrl.net

Joint 440 Comm:
Walt King / N3USB                   449-791-4174

mdfirenet55@aol.com
FAR Representative
 Ed Brown / KA3ZPE                        301-856-3317

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
            Erick Graves / WA3G                     410-987-7670   
                          erick.g@comcast.net
Repeater Ops:
           John Williams /  K8JW                    410-847-7406

             k8jw@verizon.net
VE Team:

      Steve Kelly / K3BAY           410-975-6246
                          k3bay@comcast.net
Training:
            Keith Miller / AE3D                         301-805-1854
                         ae3d@graykitty.net
Packet Radio:
            Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO               240-426-2664

KB3ZVO@arrl.net
Newsletter:
            Milford Craig / N3WYG                     301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
            Steve Kelly / K3BAY      410-975-6246

k3bay@comcast.net
Field Day:
            Dick Maio / WW3R                          410-956-5099    

             ww3r.maio@gmail.com 
MDC QSO Party
            Mike Watterson / K3MAW      301-830-2500

             mwatterson@gmail.com   
MD Slow Net:
            Bruce Stewart / W8CPG                  304-940-3076

chickenfarm9@gmail.com
ARRL MDC Section Manager :
            Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM           410-356-7899   
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net   

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule        

                                          
Second Saturday of each month – 

Noon – AARC – Steve Kelly / K3BAY 410-975-6246    
           k3bay@comcast.net

Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI   443-310-4907  web site is 
tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers  

  To all exams bring:
• Picture ID
• Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)
• ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 

radio license
ORIGINAL and  a  COPY of  all  element  credits  (eg., 
FCC letters, old licenses or unexpired  Certificates of 
Successful Completion of Examination-CSCE).

http://tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers


Hi From Prescott, AZ
I guess the Monsoon Season has officially started 

as we had a rain storm yesterday afternoon complete with 
rolling  thunder  and 
today’s   thunderstorm 
appears  to  be  just 
starting

This month has 
been  pretty  warm  – 
high  80’s  initially  and 
then  low  90’s  and 
finishing  in  high  90s. 
Being  outside  in  the 
sun  sucks  simply 
because it’s hot.

However, in the 
shade  it’s  quite 
tolerable  because  of 
the  breezes  and  the 
low humidity (7-20%). 

If we turn on a 
fan  at  low  speed  we 

can sit on the patio quite comfortably from 10am until 6pm. 
Usually after 6pm on we can turn the fan off and still be 
very comfortable. 

The evening weather is just absolutely wonderful.
This past weekend as you know was Field Day. 
We visited the local club’s FD activity which was 

located in the Prescott National Forest. They occupied 3-4 
campsites and had access to a covered picnic area (20’ x 
50’) in which they could have set up 3-4 stations but they 
didn’t. 

They operated two stations (CW and SSB) plus a 
GOTA station and a 6m station. The only problem with the 
6m  station  was  that  the  antenna  was  only  5  ft  above 
ground.  We stayed for a couple hours. They have 200+ 
members in the club and I guess they had 20 people at the 
event. 

We left around 2pm and did some errands before 
returning home around 5pm.  I  extended the length of  8 
radials  and  set  up  the  station.  I  also  made  a  couple 
pitchers  of 
Pina 
Coladas and 
grilled  some 
steaks  and 
we  ate 
dinner   I got 
on  the  air 
as  AA3RR 
1D  AZ  
around 
7:20pm PDT 
(10:30 EDT)  
and  made 
my first contact – W1AW.  The conditions were amazing up 
until I called it quits about 6 hours later. 

I could hear stations in NC, VA, SC on 80m and 
they were coming in pretty strong. Of course they couldn’t 
hear  me.  I  think  the  furthest  east  I  got  on  80m  was 
Arkansas.

I worked W3AO (PVRC) on 40m and 20m and I 
worked Hawaii on 40m on my first call.  I had a lot of fun.  I 
made about 70 contacts or about 10 per hour.  I tried to 
have  a  20m QSO with  the  Delamarters  in  NC but  that 
didn’t pan out at the time we tried.  I never heard W3VPR 
on 20m or 40m phone. Since my keys are still boxed up in 
the garage I didn’t listen to CW except initially and it was 
hopping.

I was using a Kenwood TS-50 with the auto tuner 
(AT-50) for my station.  My antenna is a Cushcraft AP8B 
vertical that covers 10-80m.  About an 90 minutes into my 
operating time I swapped out the TS-50 with a second TS-
50  from  the  van  and  it  performed  much  better  on  the 
receive side.  

I think in the fall we’ll buy an Elecraft K3S rig as 
our  station  rig  and  maybe  replace  the  AP8B  with  a 
Cushcraft R9 – I used to have the R7 and worked over 200 
countries with it..  

I had a lot of fun and next year I think I’ll split our 
operating between CW and Phone.

I’m looking forward to participating in the MD QSO 
Party in a couple months.

On Tuesday I’ll  be operating as N7GMH special 
event station honoring the “Green Mountain Hotshots” – 19 
firefighters who lost their lives in the Yarnel Hill, AZ wildfire 
on 30 Jun 2013.  I’ll be on or near 40m.

Attached are some of my FD images
73
Bob (AA3RR) and Brenda (KB3ATI)
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

HamGallery Dayton 2015 Photo Gallery 
is Now 

Available
 Tom  Roscoe, 

K8CX,  reports  that  the 
Dayton  2015  Photo 
Gallery has been posted on his HamGallery website. Tom's 
Dayton  photo  galleries  date  back  to  1997  and  contain 
nearly 4500 photos. You can access these annual photo 
databases from the  HamGallery homepage, and you can 
search within individual annual photo galleries. 
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 18, 2015

http://www.hamgallery.com/
http://hamgallery.com/dayton2015/
http://hamgallery.com/dayton2015/
http://hamgallery.com/dayton2015/
http://hamgallery.com/dayton2015/


Emergency Communicator's
Notebook – 7

• Accuracy is crucial 
Richard Palm, K1CE, is the editor of the ARES E-Letter. 
He once wrote: "A few weeks ago, I handled a radiogram 
on one of the local VHF nets routed via a major HF net in 
the Northern Florida section. The message had a simple 
preamble,  address,  text,  and  signature,  and  yet  it  was 
garbled significantly from the original. If there is one thing 
that we must do right (as) ARES operators, it is to send a 
message accurately. It is more important than timeliness, 
or any other feature of message-handling. Take the time to 
send it right. We hang our hats on that." 
From Richard Palm, K1CE 
• Organization is vital 
Picture a random group of  volunteers trying to handle a 
communications emergency. They don't know each other, 
have different ideas about what should be done, and half  
of them want to be in charge. The result is chaos. This is 
why  training  alone  is  not  enough.  There  has  to  be  an 
organized  structure  from  which  to  work.  That  is  the 
purpose of ARES. 
From ARECC Level I course book 
• Respond to the question asked 
The  Net  Controller  asks,  "Do you  need a  break?".  The 
operator  at  the  other  end  replies,  "We've  got  two  other 
guys here, but one of them is running a message over to 
Post Five and the other one doesn't really know how to run 
this  rig,  and  it's  my  own  equipment  and  it's  really 
expensive.  And besides,  the Captain  told  me to  let  him 
know the minute someone answers his request and I'm not 
sure I trust this other guy to handle that." You'll notice that 
the operator  did everything except  answer the question. 
Focus on the question asked, or the statement made, and 
respond to it directly.   From Gary Ross Hoffman, KB0H 
• Learn the proper way to send numbers 
Read  each  numeral  individually.  For  example,  say  two 
three four rather than two hundred thirty four. Ennunciate 
each  numeral.  Always  say  zero  and  never  say  oh. 
Pronounce nine as niner. 
From ARECC Level I course book 
• Mobile over hand held 
A  hand  held  transceiver  is  certainly  a  lot  easier  to 
transport, but ultimately a mobile transceiver is better for 
field  operation.  It  has  more  power  and  can  handle 
continuous usage a lot better than a hand held radio can. 
From ARECC Level I course book 
• There is no privacy on the air 
We are not allowed to use codes or encrypt data on the 
amateur  bands.  Make  sure  that  your  served  agency 
understands  that  if  they  ask  you  to  send  patient 
information or other information of a personal nature. 
From ARECC Level I course book 
• What if it rains? 
The weather will never cooperate with you. Make sure that 
your equipment is sufficiently protected from the elements. 
Just covering it with a bit of plastic while you run from your 
car to the communications post may not be enough. If you 
trip and drop your bundle in the mud, will your equipment 

still work? It will have a much better chance of surviving if 
it's  in  a  waterproof  carry-all.From  Gary  Ross  Hoffman,  
KB0H 
• Try running a net 
You  may  be  the  first  amateur  radio  operator  available 
during  an  emergency.  This  would  make  you  the  Net 
Control operator, even if only for a short period of time. To 
help  prepare  yourself  for  this  possibility  you  should  try 
running a local net at least once. St. Louis County ARES 
will be happy to give you that opportunity, and will give you 
all  the assistance you need.  From ARECC LevelIcourse 
book 
• It may be a dirty assignment but don't show up 
looking like a slob 
You  can  be  the  smartest  amateur  radio  operator  in  the 
world, but if you show up at a served agency dressed in a 
slovenly  fashion,  you  will  leave  them  with  a  very  poor 
impression of yourself and of ham radio in general. 
From ARECC Level I course book 
• Are those batteries REALLY charged? 
Before you head off to handle an emergency, be sure that 
those batteries that you THINK are charged really are. 
From Eric Bueneman, N0UIH 
• Wilderness Protocol 
The  Wilderness  Protocol  was  developed  to  facilitate 
communications  between  hams  while  hiking  or 
backpacking, but has since become useful anywhere that 
repeater coverage is sparse. From 7 AM local time to 10 
PM, amateur radio operators in such areas are asked to 
monitor  the simplex calling channel 146.52 MHz for five 
minutes every hour. Monitoring times would be from 7:00 
to 7:05, 8:00 to 8:05, and so forth until 10:05 PM. Using 
this  protocol,  hams wishing or  needing to  make contact 
know  which  times  they  are  most  likely  to  receive  a 
response. In addition to the primary frequency of 146.52 
MHz,  the  secondary  frequencies  of  52.525  MHz,  223.5 
MHz, 446.0 MHz, and 1294.5 MHz may be monitored. 
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KB0H 
• Long Tone Zero 
Long Tone Zero,  sometimes called LiTZ, is a method of 
notifying anyone listening that you have an emergency or 
priority  situation.  If  you  have  an  urgent  need  to  make 
contact and no one has responded to your voice calls, try 
the following procedure. While pressing your transmit key, 
also press and hold the zero button on your transceiver for 
a  minimum  of  three  seconds.  This  will  send  a  unique 
DTMF signal over the air. It's exactly the same tone you 
hear on your telephone when you press its zero button. 
Alert  ham radio  operators will  know what  it  means,  and 
even some repeaters have been programmed to respond 
to it.     From Gary Ross Hoffman, KB0H 
• How well do you understand radio? 
You  diminish  your  effectiveness  as  an  emergency 
communicator  if  you  don't  really  understand  how  radio 
works.  If  you  are  unable  to  reach  anyone  from  your 
assigned  post  it  would  help  to  know why.  Raising  your 
antenna a few more feet will likely work better than trying 
to increase your power. We encourage you to continue to 
educate yourself about radio. 
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KB0H



The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after 

the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$20 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P.M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive a commission for every new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.  Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:
Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed 
membership (of two years or more).
Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even before 
their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

    Mark Your 
Calendars

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Club Meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at the 
clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD

Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the Month - 
Check in at Noon, Exams at 1PM - At the clubhouse - 
Contact K3BAY

Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair 1 to 4 PM 
Every 4th Sunday at the clubhouse
Contact Raven KB3MUV

2 meter Morning Commuter Net on 147.105 
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every 
morning 6:30 to 9:00 am.  This is the famous Holly-
net.   Pre-Holly-net starts at 5 AM or so.

2 meter Wednesday Night Net on 147.105 (linked to 
147.075 and 444.400) at 8 PM - All Welcome 

EVENT SCHEDULE

02jul15  (Thu)  -  Club  meeting  at  7:30  PM, 
newcomers always welcome.
09jul15 (Thu) - Board meeting at 7:30 PM (We have 
an open meeting policy)
11juL15 (Sat) - (free) Exams for your FCC amateur 
radio license. Details here.
16jul15  (Thu)  -  Club  meeting  at  7:30  PM, 
newcomers always welcome.
    
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

From  the  Editor's 
Desk...Please,  can  you  help? 
Needed  are  articles,  pictures, 
happenings around the club, other 
activities  that  could  make  for  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  life  of 
the AARC.
Please  send  your  info  to 
newsletter@w3VPR.org

mailto:newsletter@w3VPR.org
http://www.w3vpr.org/node/50


Maryland-DC QSO Party! 
8-9 August 2015

Greetings! 

Thank you for your support and participation in the 
2014 MDC QSO Party 
CONGRATULATIONS 
to each of the following category winners! 

MDC Club: W3LRC MDC MOB: KB3QWC

MDC QRP: WB8YYY MDC STD: KE3X 

Non-MDC Club: W3GV Non-MDC MOB: KB1JTB 

Non-MDC QRP: K3TW Non-MDC STD: KW3A
The final standings in each category of the 2014 

MDC QSO Party can be found here or in the MDC QSO 
Party Archive to the right (2014 Party Results). 

We’re looking forward to hearing all of you on the 
air  next  August  8th and 9th and hopefully you’ll  invite a 
bunch of your friends to join you in the “fun” contest. 

If  you  have  any  comments,  questions  or 
recommendations about the MDC QSO Party please send 
them to: mdqsop@w3vpr.org 

The  Chairman for  the 2015 MDC QSO Party  is 
Mike Watterson/K3MAW 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Morse Mouse App an Educational 
Tool for Newcomers

Chelmsford,  England,  radio  amateur  Charlie, 
M0PZT,  has  released  Morse  Mouse,  an  free  app  he 
developed to demonstrate Morse code to young people in 
the form of a game. He said the program, which runs in 
Windows, is aimed at aiding in the teaching of Morse code 
to youngsters -- and the young at heart. 

In the game, the player has 5 to 
10 seconds to type the letter being sent in 
Morse. The program offers three "lives" to 
guess correctly, and the letter is sent again 
if  the  player  is  incorrect.  with  a  repeat 
sending  of  the  character  if  guessed 
incorrectly. 

The  object  is  to  get  the  mouse  closer  to  the 
cheese, which happens with each correct response. If the 
player is wrong, the mouse moves away from the cheese. 
The quicker the player is at correctly identifying what has 
been send, the higher the final score. 

While he makes a crib sheet available, "that's not 
to  say  that  those  comfortable  with  15-20  WPM speeds 
won't get some fun out of this," he said. 

Morse Mouse debuted in March as part of British 
Science Week. It certainly unleashed visitors' competitive 
streaks, with people trying to better their scores," he said, 
adding that  some visitors expressed surprise that  Morse 
code is still used. 
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 11, 2015
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W1AW Portable Operations Booklet 
Now Available

Th  e  W1AW  Portable  Operations 
commemorative  booklet,  which 
chronicles  the  central  activity  of 
the  year-long  ARRL  Centennial 
QSO Party, is now available. The 
Centennial  celebration  may  be 
over, but the memories can live on 
with  this  keepsake  publication, 
which features 40 pages of stats, 
stories, and photos from the hams 
who  put  W1AW/p  on  the  air, 

bringing enjoyment to many thousands of hams.
The W1AW Portable Operations is available from 

the ARRL Store (ARRL Item No 0383; $9.95 retail), or call 
860-594-0355 (toll-free in the US, 888-277-5289). E-mail 
ARRL Publication Sales for more information.
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 11, 2015
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Amateur Radio Newsline 
Co-Founder, Editor Bill Pasternak, 

WA6ITF, SK
A well-known  voice  in  the  Amateur  Radio  news 

media has gone silent.  Bill  Pasternak, WA6ITF, of Santa 
Clarita,  California,  died  June  11 following a  period of  ill 
health.  He was 73.  Pasternak was co-founder (with  Jim 
Hendershot,  WA6VQP)  of  Amateur  Radio  Newsline™ 
(formerly  The Westlink Report) ham radio news webcast 
and a frequent presence at Amateur Radio conventions. 
Pasternak  served  as  Newsline’s  managing  editor  and 
occasional  newscaster  for  the  program.  Even  while 
hospitalized  earlier  this  year, 
he kept his ear to the ground 
for  news  from  the  Amateur 
Radio community, so he could 
pass it along to those who had 
taken over Newsline during his 
illness  —  discovered  after  he 
broke two ribs in a fall.  ARRL 
Rocky  Mountain  Division 
Director  Brian  Mileshosky, 
N5ZGT,  got  acquainted  with 
Pasternak  at  the  Albuquerque 
hamfest  and  in  1997  was 
named Newsline’s “Young Ham 
of the Year” (YHOTY). 

“An  incredible  man, 
ham,  and  one  of  Amateur 
Radio’s  too-few  giants,  who 
woke up every day to make the 
hobby  better  for  everyone, 
especially  its  legacy  —  youth,”  Mileshosky  said.  “I’ve 
enjoyed the energy he put into keeping hams informed via 
Newsline,  and  have  been  honored  to  give  back  to  his 
Newsline Young Ham of  the Year Award program, since 
being asked by him to sit on its judging panel well over a 
decade ago.”

ARRL  Public  Relations  Committee  Chair  Katie 

Allen, WY7YL, said Pasternak would be missed by those 
within and outside the Amateur Radio community. “He truly 
was one of the good ones,” she remarked on Pasternak’s 
Facebook page. “Thank you for sharing your light with us, 
Bill.”

A Brooklyn, New York, native, Pasternak became a 
radio  amateur in  1959 as WA2HVK and once was very 
active on 6 meters. “I love the hands-on approach to ham 
radio  and  built  my  very  first  transmitter  using  parts 
salvaged from an  old  Dumont  television set,”  Pasternak 
recounted in an online biography. “It was a modification of 
a  design  by  Bill  Orr,  W6SAI,  published  in  his  famous 
Novice  and  Technician  Handbook.  A  crystal-controlled, 
low-power 6 meter AM transmitter that doubled in the final, 
was screen grid modulated, and put out almost no output 
power.”

He eventually got into broadcasting and made his 
career in television engineering and production. He retired 
as a broadcast engineer with KTTV in Los Angeles in 2012 
but continued as a broadcasting consultant.

Pasternak  was  the  spark  plug  behind  the  all-
volunteer  Amateur Radio Newsline bulletin — which was 
relayed on repeaters around the US and elsewhere — as 
well as the creator and administrator of the annual YHOTY. 
He  was  the  author  of  three  books  and  served  as  a 
writer/producer  on  several  educational  films and  videos, 
including  the  award-winning  “Amateur  Radio  Today.”  In 
earlier years, he wrote the “Looking West” column for  73 
Amateur Radio Today Magazine for 26 years and penned 
a “VHF, FM and Repeater” column for WorldRadio. He also 
contributed to broadcast trade publications as well  as to 
CQ.

In addition to the ARRL, Pasternak belonged to the 
Radio Club of America and the Quarter Century Wireless 
Association. He also enjoyed flying, including stints getting 

on the air from thousands of feet up.
He  was  the  only  person  ever 

chosen  to  receive  the  Dayton 
Hamvention  Special  Achievement 
Award (1981) and Radio Amateur of the 
Year Award (1989). In 1995, the League 
presented him with  an ARRL National 
Certificate of Merit in recognition of his 
contributions to the “furtherance of the 
goals of the Amateur Radio Service.”

Survivors include his wife of 43 
years, Sharon, KD6EPW.

ARRL Hudson Division Director 
Mike  Lisenco,  N2YBB,  remarked,  “I 
wonder  how you  measure  a  person’s 
success  in  life.  Some would  say  that 
you  measure  an  individual  by  the 
amount  of  wealth  they’ve  acquired.  I 
would  say  that  the  true  measure  of 
value of an individual is by the amount 

lives they’ve touched. If that is the case, then Bill died a 
very wealthy man.”

The  future  of  the  Amateur  Radio  Newsline 
broadcast, out of production since its May 22 edition, has 
not  been determined,  although an appeal  for  volunteers 
was issued in late May. Before he died, however, 
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 11, 2015

Illustration 1: Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF, 
and his wife Sharon, KD6EPW
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Colorado Radio Amateur 
Aids in Search

Colorado  Amateur  Radio  Emergency  Service 
(ARES) volunteer Neal Tew, KD0MBL, responded on June 
11 to a call from a search-and-rescue team that needed a 
radio  operator.  Colorado  ARES  R5D1  Emergency 
Coordinator Amanda Alden, K1DDN, said she got a call on 
her local UHF repeater from Dave Dickens, KE0AEG, and 
Pat Caulfield, KE0AEE, from Fremont County Search and 
Rescue.

"SAR was conducting a search for a possible body 
in  the  Arkansas 
River,"  Alden  said. 
"They  were  short-
handed  and 
wondering  if  any 
ARES  personnel 
could  operate  their 
radios  during  the 
search." She stressed 
that  the  volunteer 
would  not  be 
operating on Amateur 
Radio  frequencies, 
just  operating  the 
search  and  rescue 
team's radios.

"The 
Arkansas  River  is  a 
very  popular  river  to 
raft, with over 150,000 
rafters  a  year,"  Alden  told  ARRL.  "The  Colorado  snow 
runoff has just begun and the river is running at its highest 
and fastest of the year."

So, Alden called Tew, whom she referred to as "the 
best operator I knew outside of my district," and he was 
available  and  agreed  to  help.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
Incident Command Post and handled and logged all traffic 
on the state digital radio network for about 4 hours.

"He did a fantastic job and made ARES shine for 
our first time working with Fremont SAR," Alden said. Tew 
worked the mission from about 0930-1330. Caulfield said 
Tew was a quick study and was up and running within 15 
minutes.

Alden said that  searchers were unable  to  locate 
anything, and the search was eventually called off due to 
high water.
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 11, 2015 
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Oklahoma Amateur Radio Clubs Join 
Forces to 

Support Cycling 
Event

Two  Oklahoma 
Amateur  Radio  clubs 
got  together  during  the 

June  13-14  weekend  to  support  communication  for  the 
Saint Francis Tulsa Tough cycling event. Some 1400 riders 

registered for the road events.  More than 20 volunteers 
from the Tulsa Amateur Radio Club (TARC) and the Tulsa 
Repeater Organization (TRO) carried out radio operations 
to  support  logistics  and  rider  safety  over  the  2-day 
competition.  Marking  its  10th  anniversary  this  year,  the 
Tulsa Tough serves, in part, as a public health-awareness 
campaign of Saint Francis Hospital.

Road events range up to 110 miles in a loop circuit 
that begins in the center of Tulsa and covers four counties 
in two different rides.  Among other things,  hams help to 
recover riders who are unable to complete the course. At 
the command post, net control operators use ham radio to 
coordinate support activities ensuring rider safety.

Serving as the backbone for radio operations was 
TARC's  large,  regionally  linked  UHF  system. 
Complementing that was TRO's VHF system, with remote 
receivers to serve the logistics net of operators stationed at 
rest stops along the route. These operators monitor and 
report on rider status and supplies and relay any medical 
information from the on-scene nurse. TRO also provided a 
smaller,  linked  UHF  system,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
event to cover areas at points most distant from Tulsa, in 
eastern Osage County.

In  the 
months  leading 
up  to  the  event, 
Tulsa  County 
ARES  Assistant 
Emergency 
Coordinator  and 
TARC  President 
Bart  Pickens, 
N5TWB,  served 
as  the  primary 
Amateur  Radio 
interface  with 
event  organizers.  This  included  recruiting  volunteers, 
establishing an operations  plan,  and  arranging  for  radio 
equipment and antennas to outfit vehicles.

The  Safety  and  SAG  recovery  ham  operators 
responded  to  the  usual  reports  of  mechanical  and  tire 
troubles, supplying tubes that could put riders back on the 
road,  or  transporting  them  to  rest  stops,  where  further 
mechanical  assistance  was  available.  The  worst  injury 
reported was a broken wrist, but many riders suffered the 
effects of Oklahoma's heat and humidity. The ham radio 
volunteers also kept an eye on a developing weather event 
affecting the end of the ride with heavy rain, lightning, and 
wind. Read more. -- Thanks to Bart Pickens, N5TWB, and  
Oklahoma SEC Mark Conklin, N7XYO
Used with permission ARRL Letter dated June 11, 2015 
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A Great Big 

Thank you
For all the support and work and effort 

for this year's Field Day.

Neal Tew, KD0MBL (right), 
with Fremont County SAR 

members Pat Caulfield, 
KE0AEE (left, pointing), and 

Dave Walker. [Photo courtesy of 
Amanda Alden, K1DDN]

Live streaming video of a Tulsa 
Tough event via Icedot.org.

http://www.arrl.org/news/oklahoma-amateur-radio-clubs-join-forces-to-support-cycling-event
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