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The dust has settled and
club members recently voted to
purchase a few Yaesu DR-1X
repeaters. We've had quite the
spirited discussions on this proposal,
both on and off line, over the last
couple of months. It was good to see
folks passionately on both sides of
the debate, and | think it helped
focus things and move toward a solid path forward. For
those tuning in late, the club will be procuring 4.5
repeaters. We will be sharing the cost of one with the
Maryland Mobileers

repeaters should problems arise. Being dual-band they
can stand in for any other repeater that goes down, and
we can fall back to our in-band link with the mobile radios
in the interim.

All in all, | think this will provide us with a more
robust repeater system, giving us on-site backups for most
of our machines and the ability to shift repeaters around if
a site experience problems. We'll put in our order soon
and hope to begin checkout operations in the spring. |
expect we’ll keep it basically analog to begin with and
phase in the digital capabilities gradually. I'd welcome your
input on things you'd like to see and try out once we start
introducing the digital modes. We might, for example,
unlink the 444.4 on occasion to allow a digital net or
experiments with data transfers and such. Start dropping
hints for Father’s

to replace the aging
Regency repeater
serving 4423 in
Annapolis. This site
has been a joint
effort between our
two clubs for some
time. Another DR-

Day (or Mother’s
Day!) for a new
Yaesu HT or
mobile...

We
certainly don’t
expect this to go

1X will replace the
444 4 repeater in Davidsonville. Currently we'’re using a
county-owned Quantar that is actually supposed to be at
the 442.3 site. This will allow us to move that machine
back to Annapolis to back up the jointly-owned DR-1X,
we’ll move the Regency up to Davidsonville as a backup
for the 444 .4,

Another repeater will find its

way to the 075 site, which will allow us
to bring the Quantar serving that
frequency back to Davidsonville as a
backup to the current 105 Quantar. The
Micor will be taken off standby, given
some tuning up, and then return as a
second backup to the 105. The club
realizes that the 105 is our primary
repeater and covers much of the
county. We’re opting to keep it strictly
analog with two ready backups to insure it's always
available. The final two repeaters will be replacing the
mobile radios being used for the 105 to 075 link. We've
had heat-related issues with these radios in the past, and
feel that the repeaters will be more robust. As they’re dual-
band, we hope to eventually move to a UHF link which will
improve the usability and avoid having to wait for the 075
to drop. They'll also provide backups for any of our other

without a hitch,
though the repeater
folks have a pretty good handle on the technology. Tom
Provenza, N3LHD, our resident Motorola expert, has
helped one of the southern Maryland clubs get their DR-
1X system up and running, so that will provide some good
experience to implement our system. But as we go along,
I’'m sure there will be some growing pains and we’ll do our
best to minimize the impact to our repeater users.
Remember, the 105 will remain analog running on the
Quantar and the use of any digital
modes linking in from 075 or
444 4 will be a gradual thing. The
website will keep you informed as
we start testing various things so
you'll be aware of anything that
might cause an issue.

Hopefully we've seen the
last of the snow! | like the winter,
but | think I'm ready for spring.
The club will be planning some
spring cleaning events as the
weather warms up, | hope you can join in for at least one.
We'd like to clean out and organize the storage buildings,
do a little maintenance on the small towers, spruce up the
clubhouse (including the repeater room and kitchen), and
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revisit the protective plots around the guy wire anchors —
replacing the mulch with pebbles to allow better drainage.
We'll also be taking a look at the 105 antenna to try and
determine if it's due for replacement or repair. The tower
needs inspecting and we hope to get some pros over to
check it out when it gets a little warmer. There’s lots to be
done and | hope you can come out and help at one of the
work events.

We've got some good programs coming up in
March. Doug Ellmore, NA1DX, will be showing us some
cool software he uses with his KX3 for DXing and
contesting, and Jon Graefe, KB3ZVO, will give us an
update on VHF packet operations now that our packet
station is back up and running.

We still need a Public Service Coordinator! Please
give this some serious consideration. The first of our dozen
or so events is coming up March 29" - the B&A Trail
Marathon. We have someone to coordinate it, Bruce
Becker, N3KNP, and he’ll be putting out a call for
volunteers soon. Aside from that, though, we have nobody
to handle the overarching task of working with the groups
we support and getting folks lined up to help at these
events. Please consider volunteering or getting together
with another member and volunteering as a team to be our
Public Service Coordinator. Les Silva, KH6CUJ, has done
a great job the last few years and will be a wonderful
mentor to get you started. For a club that has done so
much public service, and done it so well for many years, it
would be very disappointing to be unable to offer our help
to the various organizations we’ve served so well. Once
we have to cancel, they’ll find ways to work without us and
we’ll have a hard time convincing them to call on us again.
This is our face to the community, a basic tenet of amateur
radio, and an excellent way to practice some of our
emergency communications skills. You'll have plenty of
help from Les and the rest of the folks who regularly offer
up their time to participate in these events.

I'd like to again thank all of you that participated in
the repeater discussions over the last several weeks.
Regardless of which side of the debate you might have
been on, the fact that you took the time to offer up your
thoughts and comments both on the forum and via e-mail,
is greatly appreciated. Let’s try to warm things up outside
by radiating a little RF!

73  Brian K3HMX
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ARRL Field Day 2015 Packet

Now Online

The complete
2015 ARRL Field Day
packet is now online.
There are no rule
changes for 2015. Field
Day 2015 takes place
June 27-28.

"Following a
successful  Centennial
QSO Party with on-the-
air activity at an all-time high, we are very excited for this
year's event and hope that individuals and clubs will carry
their enthusiasm over to Field Day," said ARRL Contest

2015 ARRL FIELD DAY

:RADIO)

Branch Manager Matt Wilhelm, W1MSW.

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air
event held annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth
weekend of June, more than 35,000 radio amateurs gather
with their clubs, groups, or simply with friends to operate
from remote locations.

Participants are encouraged to register their Field
Day operations using the FD Site Locator. Field Day gear
will be available by March 1. If you have questions about

Field Day, e-mail them, or call 860-594-0232.

Used with Permission, ARRL Letter Feb 12, 2015
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Free Android Propagation

Tool Available:

WSPR World Watch is a free
Android app that plots real-time radio
transmission paths on a world map and
incorporates a background display of
the gray line or terminator. It was
developed by Derek Turner, G4SWY.
Users may view paths of individual
stations, and there is an aurora plot
option and display of space weather indices. WSPR is
designed for probing radio propagation paths using low-
power, beacon-like transmissions. WSPR signals convey
only a call sign, Maidenhead grid locator, and power level.
Receiving stations with Internet access automatically

upload reception reports to a central database.

Used with Permission, ARRL Letter Feb 12, 2015
ANANANAAANNAANAAANANANANNANANAANAAANNAANAANANANANAANNANNANAANANANANN

WSPR World Watch

Hamvention Week AuxComm Course

Registration Now Open

The Department of Homeland Security’s Office of
Emergency Communications will offer its Auxiliary
Communications (AuxComm) course May 12-14 prior to
Hamvention® 2015 in Dayton, Ohio. More than 1000
Amateur Radio operators have completed the course,
which trains qualified hams to assist local, county, and
state government with emergency back-up communication.
The AuxComm course covers emergency communication
in a public safety context within the National Incident
Management framework. It also introduces the auxiliary
communicator to the Communications Unit Leader
function. Details and registration requirements are
available on the Hamvention website.

Applicants must meet all prerequisites and provide
documentation to attend this class. The class is limited to
50 qualified students. The intensive 3-day course provides
facilitated lectures, student exercises, and interactive
discussions.

The AuxComm workshop is designed for auxiliary
emergency communicators who volunteer to provide back-
up emergency radio communication support to public
safety and emergency response professionals and their
agencies.

The public safety community often relies on the
Amateur Radio service for communications support for
situations such as sporting events and festivals or when
telecommunication systems have collapsed or been

severely disrupted during a natural or manmade disaster.
Used with permissison ARRL ARES E-Letter, Feb 18, 2015



http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://hamvention.org/dhs-returns-to-dayton-for-2015/
http://www.hamvention.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=xxx.wspr.g4swy
mailto:fdinfo@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator

Emergency Communicator's
Notebook - 3

Eat
Do not skip meals just because things are busy. You may
not think that you need to eat anything, but volunteers
have suddenly fainted without feeling any early symptoms
that something was wrong. At the very least, consume an
energy bar or a quick snack.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Is no one responding on the secondary
frequency?
If you have a transceiver capable of handling two
frequencies simultaneously and no one is responding on
that second channel, the problem may be as simple as the
volume has been turned down.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Consider the FEMA Professional Development
Series
Among the many Independent Study courses that FEMA
offers for free is a group called the Professional
Development Series. Taking these courses will give you
tremendous insight into what happens during a disaster,
how agencies prepare - or fail to prepare for them, what
plans and systems have been set up to cope with them,
and what historical events led to the development these
plans.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Documents bag
You have a go bag for your radio equipment, but do you
have one for your documents? You should have a copy of
your team's Emergency Operations Plan, a list of
frequencies you're likely to use, maps, addresses of
served agencies, the names of contacts, and various other
docments. Many of these can be stored in a 3-ring binder.
You will also need log sheets, message forms, and a blank
pad of paper. All of these may be kept in a waterproof bag
or attache case and should be part of your deployment kit.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Know how to operate your radio
Every transceiver model is different, of course, but you
should become intimately familiar with the workings of the
one you plan to use during an emergency. Get to know its
quirks, such as a delay between pressing the push-to-talk
button and the transceiver actually transmitting, and
especialy know how to enter a new frequency, offset, and
tone.
From Bob Gale, WA4GDX

Contact list
You know who the Emergency Coordinator is, but do you
know who else is in your organization? Who is the "go-to"
person for HF? How about digital operations? What if you
are asked to assist the team in an adjacent county? Do
you know who the Emergency Coordinator is there? It
might be a good idea to make a list of the various people
you may need to contact. Once you've made it, be sure to
keep it up to date.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Contact person
Before you respond to any emergency, know who your
contact person is. If you're going into the field it may be an

incident commander. If you're reporting to a served
agency, it may be the local emergency manager. In most
cases, however, you should have been given the name of
the person to whom you are to report.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Alternatives to amateur radio
What do you do if your station goes down? Remember,
YOU are the communicator, not the radio. Think about
alternative ways to get your messages delivered.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Know the weather reporting criteria
Weather spotters should familiarize themselves with the
list of things that should be reported and exactly how to
make a report. Information on calling in a report can be
found on stlskywarn.org.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Emergency Operations Plan
Any emergency response group you belong to will have an
Emergency Operations Plan. Make sure that you have a
copy and review it often. This ARES group's plan can be
found in the Volunteers Only section of the Web site.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

The importance of your logs
Some operators make little effort to keep a log, since they
assume that no one, including themselves, will ever look at
it. A well-kept log, however, can be an extremely valuable
asset. What mistakes did you make that you never want to
repeat? What supplies did you use that you need to
replenish? What person did you meet that you want to
contact again? Don't assume that you'll be able to
remember everything. Be diligent about keeping your log
and review it regularly.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Take a garbage bag with you when you deploy
It's lightweight, it's inexpensive, and it makes it easy to
keep your area free of plastic bottles and any other detritus
that might accumulate. More importantly, you'll make a
favorable impression on the agency you're serving if you
clean up after yourself.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Everyone is "sir" or "ma'am"
Always bear in mind that your role is volunteer
communicator and that you are serving professionals.
Calling everyone "sir" or "ma'am" may help you to
remember this.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Up-to-date logs
If you reach a calm period during your deployment, take
the opportunity to check your logs and make sure that you
accurately and legibly recorded everything. Clean up those
hasty scrawls that you made when things were hectic and
note those things that you were too busy to write down
before.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH

Weather sealant
Anywhere you have connectors, you will likely need
weather sealant as well. Putty-like sealant is fine for
permanent installations, but for temporary in-the-field
operations consider using stretchable plastic weather
sealant tape instead. It's much easier to remove.
From Gary Ross Hoffman, KBOH
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AARC STAFF - 2014

OFFICERS

President:
Brian Mary / K3HMX
b_mary@comcast.net
Vice Pres:
Wayne Precht / AB3RY
wayne@wayneprecht.org
Secretary:
Jonathan Grafe / KB3ZVO
KB3ZVO@arrl.net
Treasurer:
Justin Leishman /KC3BJT

301-262-4075

240-268-9070

240-426-2664

leishman.public@icloud.com

Directors:
Mark Bova / W2PAW
w2paw@markbova.com
Giff Hammar / K1GAH
k1gah@arrl.net
Timothy Nagel / KB3YQK
kb3ygk@gmail.com

240-274-6294

443-221-7273

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:

Resident Agent:
Bob Jeter / K3RSJ
jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:
Milford Craig / N3WYG
n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:
Paul Bowling / W4ATN
paul@w4atn.com
Assistant: Holly Bevan / N3MB
n3mb@arrl.net
Program Chairman:
Chuck Tanner / K3ACT
k3act@verizon.net
ARES/RACES:
Ron Boller / N3WOF
n3wof@arrl.net
Joint 440 Comm:
Walt King / N3USB
mdfirenet55@aol.com
FAR Representative
Ed Brown / KA3ZPE
brownmejr@comcast.net

410-315-9403

301-218-8867

410-934-1355

410-923-0229

301-464-2667

410-956-6127

449-791-4174

301-856-3317

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:

Repeater Ops:
John Williams / K8JW
k8jw@verizon.net

410-847-7406

VE Team:
Steve Kelly / K3BAY
k3bay@comcast.net

410-975-6246
Training:
Packet Radio:

Barry Lazar / K3NDM
k2ndm@arrl.net

410-757-5510

Newsletter:
Milford Craig / N3WYG 301-218-8867
n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
Steve Kelly / K3BAY 410-975-6246
k3bay@comcast.net
Field Day:

Dick Maio / WW3R
ww3r.maio@gmail.com
MDC QSO Party
Mike Watterson / K3MAW
mwatterson@gmail.com

410-956-5099

301-830-2500

MD Slow Net:
Bruce Stewart / W8CPG
chickenfarm5@yahoo.com
ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM
kb3mxm@arrl.net

304-456-3036

410-356-7899
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VE Testing Schedule

Second Saturday of each month —
Noon — AARC - Steve Kelly / K3BAY

410-975-6246 k3bay@comcast.net
Third Saturday of each month — 9AM - Laurel ARC -
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month — 6PM — MMARC —
Mike Montrose / KA2JAI 443-310-4907 web site is
tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers

To all exams bring:

* Picture ID
»  Social Security Number or FCC Registration
Number (FRN)

* ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur
radio license
. ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element credits
(eg., FCC letters, old licenses or unexpired Certificates
of Successful Completion of Examination-CSCE).



http://tinyurl.com/marylandmobileers

The Ham Arundel News is the monthly
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and
information to Milford at n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions — The Saturday after
the 3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club
Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$20 per year, payable December 1st
Discounts available for family members and
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P.M. Daily
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Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

ARRL affiliated clubs receive a commission for every new
ARRL membership and renewal they submit to ARRL
Headquarters. Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each
regular or senior membership submitted to ARRL
Headquarters:

Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed
membership (of two years or more).

Clubs retain $2 for each renewal,

A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even before
their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC)
to the club treasurer.

Mark Your Calendars

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

A

Club Meetings are held on the first and third
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 fo 9PM at the
clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD

Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the
Month - Check in at Noon, Exams at 1IPM - At the
clubhouse - Contact K3BAY

Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair 1 to
4 PM Every 4th Sunday at the clubhouse
Contact Raven KB3MUV

2 meter Morning Commuter Net on 147.105
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every
morning 6:30 to 9:00 am. This is the famous Holly-
net. Pre-Holly-net starts at 5 AM or so.

2 meter Wednesday Night Net on 147.105
(linked to 147.075 and 444.400) at 8 PM - All Welcome

EVENT SCHEDULE

05mar15 (Thu) - Club meeting at 7:30 PM,
newcomers always welcome. Doug/NA1DX  will
present a program about Win4K3, an interface for
Elecraft transceivers.
08mar15 (Sun) - Mesh working group (along the B&A
trail this time). 1 to 4 PM (details to follow)
12mar15 (Thu) - Board meeting at 7:30 PM (We
have an open meeting policy)

14mar1l5 (Sat) - Bob/AA3RR's 4th FREE
photography class at the AARC clubhouse, Noon to
4:00 PM.

14mar15 (Sat) - (Free) Class to prepare you for
your FCC Technician license. 9am-12noon. This is
the 2nd class of six.

14mar15 (Sat) - (free) Exams for your FCC amateur
radio license.

14mar15 (Sat) - HF-n@@bs is almost always right
after the exams, about 2 or 2:30 PM until at least
5 PM.

19marl5 (Thu) - Club meeting at 7:30 PM,
newcomers always welcome. Jon/KB3ZVO will host a
program about Packet Radio.

21marl5 (Sat) - (Free) Technician License Class #3
28marl5 (Sat) - (Free) Technician License Class #4




REPEATER FREQUENCIES

Davidsonville Millersville Glen Burnie Annapolis
147.105+ 147.075+
223.880- 224.560-
444.400+ 442.300+

PL: 107.2 for all repeaters
The 147.105 and 147.075 repeaters are frequently linked. Please leave an extra second
after the courtesy beep to allow the link to reset as well.

Visitors are welcome to all meetings and nets.
Meetings are held in the Clubhouse at the
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center,
Queen Anne Bridge and Wayson Roads off
MD Route 214 near Davidsonville, MD.
For en-route directions,make initial contact on the 147.105 repeater.

Copyright © 2011 Anne Arundel Radio Club
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Wednesday Night Talk Net -- All are welcome

8PM, On the AARC Repeater 147.105

Other Amateur Radio nets

Name Frequency Day Time
Morning Commuter Net 147.105+ PL 107.2 Weekdays 0600
AA County ARES Net 146.805-Mhz PL 107.2 Sunday 2000
Baltimore Traffic Net 146.670-Mhz Daily 1830
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 3.820Mhz Daily 1800
MD-DC-DE Traffic Net 3.557Mhz Daily 1900 and 2200
Maryland Mobileers Net 146.805 PL107.2 Monday 1930
Maryland Slow Net 3.563 MHz Daily 1930
REACT Net 442.300+Mhz PL107.2 1st Sunday 1930



http://www.bdb.com/~msn/

ARRL Seeks Member Input on

Draft HF Band Plan Proposals

(Ed. Note—The enclosed graphics will make the
proposed changed a little easier to understand.)

The ARRL is asking members to comment by April
19 on possible changes to the League's HF Band Plans
suggested by the HF Band Planning Committee. The
survey is part of the committee's efforts to tweak the band
plans for the RTTY/data/CW portions of 80 through 10
meters -- excepting 60 meters. The committee developed
its suggested revisions to the voluntary band plans after
reviewing some 400 member comments in response to a
March 2014 solicitation that sought suggestions on how to
use the spectrum more efficiently, so that data modes may
coexist compatibly.

"The committee concluded that most of the
concerns voiced by members could be addressed by
modest adjustments to the existing band plans, and mainly
by confining data modes with bandwidths greater than 500
Hz to the FCC-designated segments for automatically
controlled digital stations (ACDS) and to parts of the
RTTY/data subbands above those segments," ARRL CEO
David Sumner, K1ZZ, said. His article detailing the
committee's suggestions will appear in the April issue of
QST.

The proposed changes differentiate among ACDS,
narrow RTTY/data modes having a bandwidth no greater
than 500 Hz, and wider data modes having a bandwidth up
to 2700 Hz.

Band-by-Band Draft Recommendations:

80 Meters
S0 Meter Band Plan (3.500 - 3600 MHz)
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On 80 meters, the committee suggests several
modifications to the band plan. FCC action in 2006
reduced the 80 meter RTTY/data subband to 100 kHz and
limited access to the 3600-3700 kHz segment to Amateur
Extra class licensees. "Unless and until the FCC Rules are
modified, changes in the band plan for 3500-3600 kHz will
not improve the situation," Sumner said.

The HF Band Planning Committee recommends
that the League petition the FCC to move the boundary
between the 80 meter RTTY/data band and the 75 meter
phone/image band from 3600 to 3650 kHz and restoring
that segment to General and Advanced class licensees.
Members are being asked to comment on this proposal, as
well as on whether or not the ARRL should petition the
FCC for these other changes:

» Shift the ACDS band segment from 3585-

3600 to 3600-3615 kHz, consistent with the IARU

Region 1 and 2 band plans.

* Extend the current Novice/Technician CW
segment of 3525-3600 kHz to 3650 kHz.

* Add 80 meter RTTY/data privileges for
Novices and Technicians.

40 Meters
40 Meter Band Plan (7.000 - 7.125 MMz)
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On 40 meters, the committee concluded that it
would be unrealistic to try to bring the ARRL band plan into
alignment with the rest of the world, particularly with
Regions 1 and 3 where operating patterns developed
when the entire band, including phone, was just 100 kHz
wide -- and is still only 200 kHz. While 7040 kHz is a
recognized RTTY/data DX frequency in the band plan, the
best place for other RTTY/data activity in the US is above
7070 kHz.

The committee proposes aligning the band plan
with the "Considerate Operator's Frequency Guide," with
wide data modes -- outside of ACDS -- at 7115-7125 kHz.
The "Guide" shows 7070-7125 kHz for RTTY/data, while
the ARRL band plan shows 7080-7125 kHz. The FCC
mandates that ACDS be confined to the 7100-7105 kHz
segment.

30 Meters

On 30 meters, the committee recommends
confining wide data modes to 10.140-10.150 MHz,
separated from other RTTY/data at 10.130-10.140 MHz.

20 Meters
20 Mater Band Plan (14.000 - 14,150 MHz)
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On 20 meters, the committee recommends using
the 1 kHz IARU/NCDXF beacon network frequency
(14.0995-14.1005 MHz) as a line in the sand between wide
ACDS in the 14.1005-14.112 MHz segment, and narrow
ACDS in the 14.095-14.0995 MHz segment.

The committee recommends 14.070-14.095 MHz
for RTTY and narrowband data, noting that so-called

"weak-signal" data modes often are used between 14.070
and 14.078 MHz.

.
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17 Meters

On 17 meters, the committee recommends
confining wide data modes to the FCC-mandated ACDS
segment of 18.105-18.110 MHz, separated from narrow
RTTY/data at 18.100-18.105 MHz. FCC rules do not
permit RTTY/data above 18.110 MHz, limiting options for
this band.


http://www.arrl.org/files/file/About%20ARRL/Committee%20Reports/2015/January/SUMNER%20QS4.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2014-03-06#toc01
http://www.arrl.org/band-plan
http://www.arrl.org/bandplan

15 Meters

On 15 meters, the committee recommends that
21.070-21.090 MHz for narrow RTTY/data modes, the
FCC-mandated ACDS segment of 21.090-21.100 MHz for
both narrow and wide automatically controlled data station
activity, and above 21.100 MHz for any additional wide
data activity.

The ARRL Board also wants members to comment
on the desirability of adding RTTY/data privileges for
Novices and Technicians in their existing 15 meter
segment, where they're now limited to CW.

12 Meters

On 12 meters, the committee recommends
confining wide data to the FCC-mandated ACDS segment,
24.925-24.930 MHz, separated from narrow RTTY/data
operation at 24.920-24.925 MHz. FCC rules do not permit
RTTY/data operation above 24.930 MHz, limiting options
for this band.

10 Meters

On 10 meters, the committee recommends that
wide data be confined to the FCC-mandated ACDS
segment, 28.120-28.189 MHz, separated from narrow
RTTY/data modes at 28.070-28.120 MHz.

How to Comment

The League has set up a web page to record
members' preferences and comments, which includes links
to the HF Band Planning Committee report to the ARRL
Board and to Sumner's April QST article (and high-
resolution band charts). This web page allows you to say
YES or NO to the proposed plan changes per band.

For those wishing to offer more detailed comments
may e-mail ARRL. The comment deadline is April 19. The
HF Band Planning Committee will deliver its final report at

the ARRL Board of Directors' July meeting.
(Used with permission from ARRL News Letter Feb 26, 2015)
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ARRL Partners with Liberty Mutual to

Offer Home, Auto Insurance Discounts

ARRL and Liberty Mutual Insurance have reached
an agreement to provide League members with home and
automobile insurance discounts. In the past, this
membership benefit was provided by MetLife. Under the

affinity  arrangement, a
portion of each premium
comes back to ARRL.
"Liberty Mutual is an
undisputed group-insurance
affinity leader with excellent
rates," said ARRL

Mutual.

INSURANCE

Membership Manager Diane Petrilli, KB1RNF. "Convenient
support is available by phone, online, or one on one with a
local sales representative, and with thousands of
dedicated retail agents and hundreds of offices across the
country." Given the ready access to Liberty Mutual's
customer support, Petrilli said, it will be even easier for
ARRL members to obtain quotes, begin coverage, and get
answers to any questions.

Petrilli assured members
who already have home or auto
insurance through the League's
arrangement with MetLife that their
coverage will continue, but, she
added, when the current policy
comes up for renewal, the ARRL
group discount may no longer
apply.

ARRL Marketing Manager
Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, said that
League members with existing
Liberty Mutual policies should
contact Liberty Mutual or their local
agent directly to see if they qualify
for additional ARRL group savings
and discounts. He noted that
savings under the new agreement
could be substantial, and that
members may save even more by bundling their home and
auto coverage.

Savings and discounts are available where state
laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. To the
extent permitted by law, applicants are individually
underwritten, and not all applicants may qualify. Policies
are underwritten by the Liberty Mutual Insurance Company
and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley St, Boston, MA 02116.

In addition to auto and home insurance, Liberty
Mutual offers life, motorcycle, condo, renter's, and
personal liability insurance. Liberty Mutual representatives
can discuss options and recommend coverage. To learn
more, call 800-524-9400 or visit the Liberty Mutual
website.

When contacting Liberty Mutual, ARRL members
should request group savings and discounts offered to
members of the "American Radio Relay League."

(Used with permission from ARRL News Letter Feb 26, 2015)
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Vienna Wireless Society
WINTERFEST 2015

I'm writing to make sure that you've heard about
Winterfest 2015, the annual ham radio flea market in
Northern Virginia. This event brings hams and other
makers together to find some bargains on radios,
antennas, radio-related publications, electronics/computer
gear, test equipment, and components. Winterfest grows
every year, and | expect well over a thousand attendees
this year. Commercial and hobbyist vendors will be set up
at tables both indoors and in the outdoor tailgating area.

Come early to find the best stuff, and stay late to
connect with friends.

The best source for details is the Winterfest web
site, but here are the essentials:

DATE: March 22, 2015. Tailgating starts at 6 am;
indoor sales area opens at 8 am; Everything wraps up at 2
pm.

LOCATION: Northern Virginia Community College,
Annandale Campus, 8333 Little River Turnpike Annandale,
VA. Talk-in on the 146.91 repeater. GPS coordinates are
38.833216N, 77.236872W.

COST: Tickets are $7 at the door; students high
school age and younger get in free. Free admision for
students with a college ID. Outdoor tailgating spots are
$15, and available the day of the event. Tables are $25.
One indoor admission is included in the cost of tailgate or
table.

SPONSOR: This event is run by the Vienna
Wireless Society, a not-for-profit ham radio club located in
Vienna, Virginia. This is an ARRL-affiliated event. The
proceeds from this event help support the activities of the
Vienna Wireless Society, which include community service,
emergency preparedness, education, and technical
innovation.

*Tables Available*: We still have a few indoor
table spots available. Have radio-related stuff to sell:
radios, antennas, parts for home brewing? Spread your
treasures on our eight-foot tables (and the floor under
them!). You can reserve a table here. Please, keep the
merchandise topical: radios, electronic parts, test gear, etc.
TNX ES 73 DE KF4PIY
Regis Gottus,

Winterfest Coordinator

Vienna Wireless Society
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS

Indoor Tailgating Expo Monday, March 16, 2015
Location: Independent Hose Company,310 Baughmans
Ln., Frederick. MD. The Frederick Amateur Radio Club will
be sponsoring an "Indoor Tailgating Expo" on Monday,
March 16th, 6-9 PM (setup at 5 PM). We'll have VE testing,
MESH demonstrations, etc., and two large tailgating tables
will be available for $20 for the pair.

Admission to the event is free.

Website: www.frederickarc.org

Sponsor: Frederick Amateur Radio Club

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Talk-In: 146.520 Simplex

Public Contact: Jeff Fishman, KB3FIO

Phone: 240-285-6596 Email: ljffish1@comcast.net

Paper Licenses Will No Longer Be
Issued Automatically by FCC

Effective February 17, 2015, the FCC will no
longer automatically issue a paper license to newly
licensed or upgraded hams.

The Wireless Telecommunications Bureau takes
the following actions:

» All licensees and registrants can access their
official authorizations in Active status by securely logging
into License Manager in ULS or ASR Dashboard in the
ASR System. Once accessed, the licensee or registrant
can download, save and print official authorizations [Bob’s
comment: They are referring to your license when they say
“authorizations”], to the extent needed.

* A licensee or registrant can also obtain an electronic
version of its authorization [Bob’s comment: aka license]
through email once its application is granted if the licensee
or registrant voluntarily includes a valid email address in
the application that it files through ULS or the ASR System,
or that it provides to a private organization through which
the applicant files applications, e.g., a Frequency
Coordinator, Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC), or a
Commercial Operator License Examination Manager
(COLEM).

+ Each official authorization will include a watermark
“Official Copy” imprinted across the face of each page of
the authorization to authenticate the official status of the
license or registration.

» If a licensee or registrant chooses to notify the Bureau
that it wishes to receive its official authorization(s) on
paper through the mail, it may do so electronically, by
telephone, or in writing..

The Commission also retains the process by which
licensees and registrants may apply through ULS or the
ASR System to have duplicate paper copies of official
authorizations mailed through the U.S. Postal Service.

Finally, the Commission continues to provide
unofficial reference copies of authorizations online through
ULS and the ASR System. The unofficial copies include
the watermark “Reference Copy” imprinted on the face of
each page of the authorization.

Also, the distinctive paper that the FCC used to
print licenses is being replaced with plain white paper.

I've attached a handout (Thanks Steve/K3BAY) on
how to set your paper license preferences.

You can read all about the FCC's decision here:
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/01/16/2015-
00622/enhanceme....

Holler if you have questions

73
Bob Rose — AA3RR
Laurel VEC Regional

Coordinator
2nd and 3rd VEC Regions

aa3rr@wa3vpr.org
410 437 8193
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Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
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