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The Prez Sez...
    

 Are you warm yet?  We got
through  January,  rain,  cold,
snow,  cold,  more  snow,  more
cold.  Here  comes   February
usually  our  snowiest  month,
but time will tell. It is time to sit
in the old ham shack and make
radio  contacts  with  hams  in
warmer  or  for  that  matter,
colder  locations  of  the  world.

There  are  good  contests,  and  QSO  parties  each  week
during February, lots to keep you busy.

These snowy days are also a good time to cleanup
and rearrange the ham shack. I have recently started that
process at my home, something that I had been putting it off
for some time. So far all is going well, radios, and antenna
leads have been moved. Wiring and grounding completed,
and test contacts made.  The new location provides more
room  to  operate,  space  for  map,  charts  etc.  and  more
privacy,  for both the operator  and other  occupants in  the
house, particularly late at night.

I am, looking forward to the renewal of the “Radio
Breakfast”, this Saturday on February 1st. These breakfasts
are  a  favorite  of  all  those  who  attend.  See  the
announcement elsewhere on the website.

If you know anyone who wants to become a ham,
Rick,  KK4GV  is  offering  a  Technician  Class,  starting  on
March 8th. Again those students that attend the class and
pass the exam will  receive a free HT 2 meter radio. The
website has a link to make sign-up easy. 

Field Day is only 20 weeks away. We will be getting
the Field Day committees together this month, with the aim
of making this year a repeat of last year with another 1st.
place.  Think about how you would like to help to make this
happen.  We will be holding a Field Day Volunteer meeting
during February. Watch the website for the date and time of
this meeting.

Looking  forward  to  seeing  everyone  at  the  club
meetings on February 6th. and 20th, 2014

73  Jim Goldsberry KB3NQY 

 

CENTENNIAL QSO PARTY INFO FOR
THE MDC SECTION

The Centennial QSO Party is made-up of two main
activities: 

(1)  W1AW  operating
portable  in  each  state  and
most territories; and 

(2)  The  Centennial
Points Challenge which is the
accumulation  of  points  from
qualifying  contacts  made
throughout 2014.

Here's  a  link  to  the
last ARRL News where there
is an article about the Centennial QSO Party:
<http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2014-01-09#toc13>

This  link  will  take  you  to  the  rules  for  operating
portable in the MDC Section: 
<http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party#Table>

The times for operating portable in Maryland are the
week beginning June 25 and the week beginning August 13.
The coordinator for the stations wishing to operate W1AW/3 
during those weeks is Frank Donovan, W3LPL. To operate 
you need to be an ARRL member and also be able to
submit an electronic log to him.  You may contact Frank via 
email at <donovanf@erols.com>.  
 For the District of Columbia, the coordinator is 
Kennan Low, KE3X and the operating week assigned 
begins July 2.  Please contact him at kenke3x@gmail.com> 
if you would like to find out about operating from D.C. 

Thanks to MDC Section News Vol. 9 No. 1 Jan 13, 2014 for this article.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

             DO NOT FORGET !!!

BRUNCH   IS  SERVED
Feb 1, 2014  9:00 am
Old Country Buffet

Annapolis, MD

Cost about $8.00 each

mailto:kenke3x@gmail.com
mailto:donovanf@erols.com
http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party#Table
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2014-01-09#toc13


AARC STAFF - 2014

OFFICERS

President:
     Jim Goldsberry / KB3NQY        410-827-7830

kb3nqy@w3vpr.org 
Vice Pres:

     Chuck Tanner / K3ACT              301-464-2667
k3act@verizon.net

Secretary:
    Brian Mary / K3HMX                    301-262-4075

                           b_mary@comcast.net
Treasurer:

    Justin Leishman /KC3BJT        ____________
                           kc3bjt@w3vpr.org
Directors:

    Steve Kelly / K3BAY        410-975-6846
              k3bay@w3vpr.org
    Mark Bova / W2PAW                 _____________ 

 w2paw@w3vpr.org
    Wayne Precht / AB3RY               240-568-9070

 AB3RY@w3vpr.org               

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:
           Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                           410-315-9403
   k3rjs@w3vpr.org
Resident Agent:
          ______________________________________
                          _____________________
DFRC Rep:
             Milford Craig / N3WYG                  301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Public Relations:

Holly Bevan / N3MB                      410-923-0229
n3mb@arrl.net

Program Chairman:
            _______________________________________
                         ____________________
ARES/RACES:

Ron Boller / N3WOF                     410-956-6127
n3wof@arrl.net

Joint 440 Comm:
             John Williams / K8JW                  410-847-7406
                          k8jw@verizon.net

Walt King / N3USB -                  449-791-4174
mdfirenet55@aol.com

FAR Representative
 Ed Brown / KA3ZPE                      301-856-3317

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
      _____________________________________

                         ________________
Repeater Ops:

     John Williams /  K8JW                 410-847-7406
             k8jw@verizon.net

VE Team:
     Brenda Diamond Rose / KB3ATI  410-437-8193

             kb3ati@verizon.net
Training:
            Rick Creager / KK4GV                  301-855-2278

kk4gv@w3vpr.org
Packet Radio:
            Barry Lazar / K3NDM                    410-757-5510

k2ndm@arrl.net
Newsletter:
            Milford Craig / N3WYG                  301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
            Steve Kelly / K3BAY      410-975-6246
                          k3bay@w3vpr.org
Field Day:
             _______________________________________

             ___________________________             
MDC QSO Party
            Mike Watterson / K3MAW      301-830-2500

             mwatterson@gmail.com   
MD Slow Net:
           Bruce Stewart / W8CPG                  304-456-3036

chickenfarm5@yahoo.com
ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator:
           Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM          410-356-7899   
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule
                                          

Second Saturday of each month – 
Noon – AARC – Brenda Diamond Rose,      

    KB3ATI, 410-437-8193
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 

John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 

Harold Nichols/WB4OGP, 410-757-0493

  To all exams bring:
•  Picture ID
•  Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)

•  ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 
radio license

ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element credits (eg., FCC 
letters, old licenses or unexpired Certificates of 
Successful Completion of Examination - CSCE). 



AARC Radio Brunch

By popular demand, we are once again convening
the  AARC  Radio  Brunch  this  coming  Saturday,
1  February  2014.    The  location  is  the  same,  the  Old
Country Buffet in Annapolis, and the time is 9:00. 

Please pay for the buffet as you enter.  The last time
we were there, the cost for seniors was $5.49, and drinks
were  extra  at  $1.99.  I  believe that  the non-senior  rate  is
$5.99, and there are generous reductions for youngsters.  

Plan to come and bring the family to enjoy a great
meal with lots of your radio friends. 

See you there! --Chuck K3ACT
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

SO, YOU WANT TO LEARN 
-- --- •-• ••• • -•-• --- -•• •

One  of  the  MDC Assistant  Section  Managers,  Al
Brown, KZ3AB, mentioned to Jim Cross, WI3N, MDC-SM,
that during the holidays he was listening on the HF phone
bands and heard quite a few people making remarks about
how they would like to learn the Morse code, CW.

Perhaps the Maryland-DC Section can help.
You  may  click  on  the  MDC  Section  home

page,<http://www.arrl-mdc.net/>, and scroll down to "Do you
want  to  learn  the  International  Morse  Code?  If  so,click
here."  

The direct link is:
 <http://www.arrlmdc.net/LearnCode/CW.html>.

There, you may read a self study guide that will take
you,step-by-step,  to  help  you  learn  each  of  the  alpha-
numeric  characters  and  commonly  used  punctuation  in
International Morse Code at your own pace.

The  course  presented  consists  of  ten  separate
lessons.

Take a peek and try it out.

Thanks to MDC Section News Vol. 9 No. 1 Jan. 13, 2014 for this article.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

AARC Club Service Hours for 2013 
by Terry (KB3CWQ) and Barb (KB3LDM) Nixon

     For many of our new members and perhaps
currents members the AARC has been accounting for all of
the hours that club members “give back” to the club. This
program, started in 2009, was developed to recognize club
members that  provide some type of  “service” to the club.
These “service hours” cover a wide range of activities from
net  control  operators,  VEC teams,  Public  Service  Events
and  Field  Day.  Over  94  members  are  involved  in  some
fashion in making the club function. Without these members
many of  the activities would  not  happen.  Here are some
examples for the hours for 2013: 

 Net Activity (Wednesday night and  Holly Morning
net) – 532 hours 

 VEC Testing Team – 320 hours 
 Public Service Events – 780.5 hours 
 Miscellaneous   (Newsletter,  teaching  classes)  –

252.5 hours 
 Field Day 2013 (planning meetings and FD) – 440.5

hours 

As of November 2013 the total club service hours is
2401 hours.

I’m  sure  there  are  many  hours  that  have  gone
unreported. Some club members feel embarrassed to report
hours or think that it is unimportant. One of the requirements
for our 501(c)3 status is to report the numbers of hours that
the club gives back or volunteers to the community at large.
Our VEC testing sessions and public  events participation
hours serve the ham community and the local community. 

Since  2009  the  number  of  hours  each  year  has
been  as  high  as  2,800  hours.  Overall,  since  2009  club
members have contributes over  10,000 hours back to the
club.  This year was a low point of 2,400 hours and I think
that it is because club members are not reporting their hours
for  service  credit.  It  is  very  easy  to  report  your  service
hours.  For  public  service  events  the  event  coordinator
sends us a report of who worked the event and the hours
that they served. This can be done by either sending us an
email or use the club website. On the left side of the website
you will see a “button” service recognition form. Once you
hit that button a form will  be generated which you fill  out.
Once you hit  send it  will  automatically come to our email
box. If  you are working on an individual project once it  is
finished you should report your hours either way.  It could
not be easier; in fact, even a cave-person can do it. 

At the end of the reporting “year” we will  total the
amount  of  hours  for  each  club  member  that  has  been
involved in club activities. If you accumulated over 25 hours
you will receive the very stylist blue and white service hour
badges. The year of service will be printed in white. 

If you gave over 50 hours your year letters are in
bronze, over 75 hours they are in silver and over 100 hours
you will have gold letters. At the club meeting you will see
various members wearing their service badges. 

This past year (2013) 14 additional club members
earned their badges which they should wear proudly. Since
2009 we have had 60 club members earn their badges.  

If you need more information or have question don’t
hesitate to speak to us at any of the club meetings or email
us at thnixon@qis.net. The only job that we do is to record
the hours that club members contribute to AARC. We can
only  award  service  credit  to  our  club  members  and  for
projects that involve the AARC. If there is a question about
the hours we will get back to you and in very few cases we
will discuss this with the officers and Board members of the
club. So in 2014 don’t forget to send in those service hours
to us. Unless you report the hours we can’t put them into the
spreadsheet. 

Thanks again for all of those club members giving
back to the club. 73’s.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

 

mailto:thnixon@qis.net
http://www.arrl-mdc.net/LearnCode/CW.html
http://www.arrl-mdc.net/


AARC REPEATER GUIDE (Part 2)
Frequency 147.105 ctcss 107.2

Proper Operating Practices
General

• All FCC regulations that apply to your station and
the repeater must be observed.

• Courtesy  and  proper  operating  practices  are
required.

• WAIT  FOR  THE  COURTESY  TONE after  a
transmission.  Failure  to  observe  this  practice  can
not only time-out  the repeater,  but  prevent others
from entering the QSO or permitting a BREAK for
emergency traffic.

• The hours between 6:30 AM to 8:00 AM (morning
rush)  and  4:30  PM  to  6:00  PM  (evening  rush)
Monday  through  Friday  (except  holidays)
have  been established as PEAK operating hours.
QSOs between two stations should be limited to ten
minutes in length. A three minute pause should then
be allowed before continuing the QSO. If  three or
more stations are active or a net control exists, the
10-3 courtesy is not applicable. The 10-3 courtesy is
observed  when  weather,  unusual  traffic,  or  other
special conditions exist.

• Monitor  the  repeater  for  a  short  while  (about  15
seconds)  before  initiating  a  call,  so  as  not  to
interfere with others using the frequency. This also
implies that if you and another station are involved
in  a  paused QSO and that  pause  lasts  for  more
than  15  seconds,  another  station  could  initiate,
make  contact,  and  gain  access  to  the  repeater.
When coming on frequency for an Autopatch when
you haven't  been monitoring for awhile, it  is  good
practice to identify and ask if the frequency is clear.

• Learn the Autopatch procedures and practice them
often. Practice is best conducted during the wee
hours,  when  usage  and  monitoring  is  at  a
minimum.

• To protect the AARC station license trustee, control
operators  have  been  appointed  to  observe  the
operation of the repeaters. They have the obligation
to disable any functions of  a repeater being used
improperly.

• PRIORITIES
• a. Emergency traffic has absolute priority over

any other type of communication. THIS IS THE
ONLY  TIME  THAT  "BREAK"  OR  "BREAK-
BREAK" SHOULD BE USED.

• b.  Communications  involving unusual  weather
or traffic information.

• c.  Maintenance  and  administration  of  the
repeaters.

• d. Nets.
• e. QSOs exchanging specific information such

as directions, NTS messages, etc.
• f.  Autopatches.  Note  than  an  Autopatch  does

not  supersede  ANY  other  communications
unless it qualifies as an emergency.

• Station identification is required at  intervals not to
exceed ten (10) minutes. Note that you must only

identify  YOUR  STATION,   NOT  ANY  OTHER
STATION, unless you are handing off  the QSO to
that station when multiple stations are participating.
The practice of  calling out  the other  station's  call
sign and then giving yours is considered redundant
on repeaters. It is very important that you hand off
the QSO to another station unless only two stations
are interacting. Failure to do this creates confusion
and doubled transmissions which seriously degrade
communications.

Emergencies
The officers  of  the  AARC  have  placed  very  high

priority on the emergency preparedness of the facilities and
member training.

Effective,  efficient,  timely  communications  during
natural  or  man-made  disasters  can  SAVE  LIVES.  As
previously  mentioned  above,  the  AARC  actively  pursues
formal association with the  American Radio Relay League
(ARRL),  Amateur  Radio  Emergency Service  (ARES)  and
with  the  Anne Arundel  Office  of  Emergency Management
(OEM)  via  the  Radio  Amateur  Civil  Emergency  Service
(RACES).

Simulated  emergencies  help  train  operators  and
test  facilities  for  the  real  thing.  If  you  are  not
SPECIFICALLY trained  in  emergency traffic  work,  please
do not transmit during a real emergency operation. 

To become involved with  ARES/RACES  activities,
please contact the club's ARES/RACES Coordinator or the
Anne Arundel County Emergency Coordinator (EC) / Radio
Officer (RO).
Breaking

In order to enter a QSO in progress with non-priority
traffic  transmit  your  CALL SIGN.  This  is  sufficient  to  let
others know you are checking in and that you have non-
priority  traffic.  Stations  checking  in  to  a  QSO should  be
acknowledged, and given a chance to speak, as soon as
possible.  They  may  have  traffic  that,  although  not  of  an
emergency nature, is time sensitive. This could be trying to
catch  a  station  before  it  secures,  calling  a  station  to
coordinate shifting to a clear frequency, or they might even
have the answer to the question of the moment!

If  you  have  emergency  traffic,  BREAK-
BREAK or  BREAK  should  be  used  to  enter  a  QSO in
progress. ALL stations must stand by until completion of the
emergency  traffic,  or  unless  specifically  called  upon  for
assistance.  Stations  standing  by  should  notify  any  club
officer if BREAK is used improperly. It is  RESERVED FOR
EMERGENCY USE ONLY.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

What SHADOW???   All I want is to go back to sleep

http://www.arrl.org/index.html


 

The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and

information to Milford at n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after the

3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$20 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P.M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

 

ARRL affiliated  clubs  receive  a  commission  for  every  new
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL
Headquarters.   Clubs retain a  portion of  the dues for  each
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL
Headquarters:

• Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed
membership (of two years or more).

• Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
• A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even 

before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

Mark Your Calendars 

Newcomers are always
welcome!

(Note: I'm taking over the job of keeping this updated.
Expect a wee bit of a learning curve. Thanks to go out to

KK4GV, the prior maintainer. -Mark W2PAW)
Club  Meetings are  held  on  the  first  and  third

Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at the clubhouse
located  at  the  Davidsonville  Family  Recreation  Center  in
Davidsonville, MD

Free  License Exams every  2nd  Saturday  of  the
Month - Check in at Noon, Exams at 1PM - At the clubhouse
- Contact KB3ATI

Kit-building,  troubleshooting and  repair 1  to  4
PM  Every  4th  Sunday  at  the  clubhouse  Contact  Raven
KB3MUV

2  meter  Morning  Commuter  Net on  147.105
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every  morning
6:30 to 9.  This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-Holly-net starts
at 5 AM or so.

2 meter Net on 147.105 (Typically linked to 147.075
and 444.400) every Wednesday at 8 PM - All Welcome

Saturday,  February  1,  2014  9:00 am  the  Old  Country
Buffet in Annapolis is the next AARC Radio Brunch.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

ANTIETAM RADIO's FOUR-STATES
RETURNS TO THE AIR

Page  Pyne,  WA3EOP,  says  that  the  ARA,  in
Hagerstown, announced that the popular "Four-States Net"
will  resume on  Wednesday  January  15,  2014  and  every
Wednesday thereafter until further notice.

The time is 8:00 PM (local time).
The repeater frequency is 147.090 MHz (+).  The

CTCSS (PL) tone is 100.0 Hz.
Page adds, "WA3EOP will  be Net Control Station,

NCS, most Wednesdays as it now stands.
This will be a social net and give folks a chance to

be sure their equipment is working and give you a chance
to talk to members and friends of the ARA who do not
make the meetings.

Thanks to MDC Section News Vol. 9 No. 1 Jan 13, 2014 for this article.

http://w3vpr.org/node/1421#


BOWIE MUSEUM STATION 
ON AIR FOR THE 

"HEAVY METAL RALLY"

The  newly-licensed  museum  station  K3RTV  in
Bowie  joined  other  vintage  radio  enthusiasts  in  late
December for a nationwide rally of  the grandest  vacuum-
tube transmitters enjoyed in the hobby.

The Anne Arundel  Radio Club has partnered with
the  National  Capital  Radio  &  Television  Museum,  and
licensed operators are invited to visit the station, just across
the Patuxent River from Davidsonville.

The  "Heavy  Metal  Rally"  was  created  about  ten
years  ago  by  a  broadcast  engineer  to  showcase
transmitters that weigh at least 250 pounds and/or put out at
least 250 watts.  The National Capital Radio & Television
Museum has a 1951 Collins 300-G that qualifies among the
"tall ships" heard on the airwaves.

Pictured  here  is  PAUL GERHARDT K3PG,  The  300-G  weighs  more
than 1300 lbs and is rated at a quarter kilowatt continuous duty.

The  category  of  "Heavy  Metal"  includes  retired
broadcast transmitters such as the 300-G, which came from
a radio station in St. Augustine, Florida, and "big rigs" from
the military, maritime, and amateur  services. The event is
sponsored by the vintage Amateur magazine

Electric Radio (www.ermag.com)
K3RTV  is  also  on  the  air  on  40  meters  with  a

tabletop Johnson Ranger and Hammarlund HQ-140X. For
more information see http://ncrtv.org
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

MDC QSO Party – Going Mobile 
by Terry Nixon – KB3CWQ and Pat Nixon –KE4BUR 

       Over the years I have worked “roving” hams involved
with state QSO parties and the VHF/UHF contests. Mobile
operations  can  be  easy  for  the  causal  conversation  but
contesting takes it to a new level. In the spring of 2012 I
started to think about doing a mobile operation for the MDC
QSO party. By early summer the gasoline prices were rising
and I  needed to  finish several  projects  around the home
QTH so it was just not possible. . In 2013 I decided to get
serious about operating from a vehicle so I needed to start
planning.  Here  are  some  aspects  that  that  need  to  be
addressed: 

 Persons to be involved – I knew that I wanted to
do this operation so I enlisted the aid of my brother
to do the driving. He loves to drive and not operate
and I love to operate so it seemed to be a good fit.
He  would  drive  and  I  would  do  the  navigation,
operate and logging.  Some rovers use 3 person
team  where  on  person  just  drives,  one  person
operate and the third person logs. 

 What  vehicle  to  use?  –  Since  my  brother  was
driving we made that decision to go with his SUV.
Room for us plus equipment and snacks. 

 What radio(s) to use?  – I have a Yeasu FT-847
and FT-100D both of which can be used for mobile
operation. My brother had just gotten a FT-450D
and he was interested to see how it performed so
we agreed to go with it. He also had a simple LDG
tuner that worked great with that rig. 

 Which antennas? – We both did not have any true
mobile antennas so we looked around at what we
did  have  available.  I  had  an  Outbacker  “Perth
Plus” and he had an Eagle One vertical that could
be bumper mounted on the back of his vehicle. We
both  felt  that  those  antennas  would  require  too
many adjustments and would not work well driving
down  the  road.  After  considering  summer  time
propagation I went with MFJ Hamsticks for 20 and
40 Meters. Both antennas with a magnetic mount
would meet our needs.

 What route  to  take? – Knowing that  we  had 12
hours the first day of the contest and 8 the second
we  decided  to  start  in  Garrett  Co.  in  western
Maryland.  Pat  lives  in  WV so  that  was  another
reason  to  start  from  that  location.  One  of  my
previous jobs involved traveling all over the state
so there are not many places I have not seen or
been to in the past. Starting just over the line of
Garrett Co. in Finzell we found a 4H sports field
with a huge parking lot to start the contest. From
that  location we would  move east  and work  the
center part of the state. The Eastern Shore would
come on Sunday. 

We arrived at  our  starting location,  set  up and threw out
some CQ’s to see how everything was running. Everything
was in order but when the QSO Party started we did not
hear a soul for the contest. We decided that it was time to
hit  the road so we traveled down I-  68 through Allegany,

http://ncrtv.org/
http://www.ermag.com/


Washington and Frederick counties. At rest areas we would
continue to operate from the vehicle while taking turns for
“pit stops” and just stretching our legs. 
          We were making contacts and soon we had to make a
navigational  decision  to  either  go  east  on  Rt.  70  or
southeast on Rt. 270 into the Washington DC region. 
       We elected to go east and hit the rest of Frederick,
Carroll, Baltimore Co/City along with the NE section of Md.
By this time we had developed a “following” in that a group
of stations wanted to work us as we went from county to
county.  Most of the time it  was smooth sailing along the
Baltimore Beltway and up I-95 all the way up to Cecil Co. At
that point we reversed course with our next target Baltimore
City. We stopped at the Inner Harbor then pushed off down
I-95 towards the Washington area. By this time we had been
on the road about 9 hours or more so we worked our way
down  into  Washington  DC  via  the  B/W  Parkway.  Things
were pretty slow and got even slower as we hit a huge traffic
jam from an accident. By the time we cleared the area of the
accident we only had time to hit PG and Charles Co. Our
original plan was to hit the entire southern Md. area but we
ran out of time. At Midnight we turn around and headed for
the home QTH for some much needed rest. 
       After a good night’s rest, a good breakfast and much
needed fuel for the vehicle we headed to the Bay Bridge to
work the Eastern Shore. Since we only had 8 hours we had
to spend the majority of time on the road to hit  all  of  the
eastern counties. One thing we did not count on was a back
up on the bridge. We lost nearly an hour of travel time but
we still were operating as we sat on the bridge. Finally after
the back up had cleared and some equipment adjustments
we were found by our  group  of  stations that  followed us
around the country side. We had to mind the speed limit as
we passed many state troopers on speed enforcement. One
even checked us out for cell  phone use but once he saw
that I was operating a radio he dropped back and made a
quick u-turn to the other side of the highway. At 7:30 pm we
were just outside the Ocean City area and we were working
the last  of  the stations that  needed Worchester  Co. After
dinner in OC we headed home after being “radioactive” for a
solid 8 hours. 
             So what did we learn from this operation? 
 

 You  need  an  “iron  butt”  and  maybe  some  good
cushions to make sitting a little more comfortable for
long periods of time.

 Be prepared for a ton of power line “noise” as you
hit different locations. The local road with overhead
lines can be OK but some areas need some serious
repairs.  Prepare  for  noise  with  filters  and  DSP
functions on the rig.

 Have a Plan A, B, C just in case you hit accidents
etc. Now that I know that the Bay Bridge is busy on
a Sunday morning I would start earlier. 

 Have  a  variety  of  drinks  and  snacks  to  keep
stopping at a minimum. 

 Don’t always assume that there will be hams on the
air when you are in that county that you need. Next
year I’m going to find out where there are clubs in
MD and if  they  plan  on participating  in  the  QSO
Party. If they are not going to be part of the contest

we hope they’ll  make their  members aware when
we plan on being in their county and we would sure
like to work them if possible. 
Overall we had a good time and we did make 185

contacts  to  take  first  place.  I  hope  this  gives  you  some
insight about operating mobile and maybe next year we will
have more members on the road.  

73’s 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Local Hamfests

Richmond (VA) State Convention and Frostfest
Saturday, February 1, 2014
Sponsor: Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society
Location: Richmond Raceway Complex,
600 East Laburnum Avenue,
Richmond, VA.
Website: <http://frostfest.com>
Talk-in: 146.880 MHz (PL 74.4)
Public Contact: Mike Hackett, AC5PT
PO Box 14828
Richmond, VA 23221
Phone: 804-657-7038
Email: <  info@frostfest.com  >

Winterfest
Sunday, February 23, 2014
Sponsor: Vienna Wireless Society
Location: Northern Virginia Community College - Annandale
Campus
8333 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22003
Website: http://www.viennawireless.org/winterfest.php
Talk-In: 146.91- (no PL tone)
Public Contact: Jack Welch, AI4SV       
3925 Wilcoxson Drive Fairfax, VA 22031
Phone: 314-266-8426
Email: dhakajack@gmail.com

Greater Baltimore Hamboree and
The Regional Emergency Preparedness Expo
Saturday, April 5, 2014 
Location: Maryland State Fairgrounds
2200 York Road
Timonium, MD
Website: <http://www.gbhc.org/>
Sponsor: Baltimore Amateur Radio Club
Talk-In: 147.67
Public Contact: Sharon Dobson, K3DUH
PO Box 120
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Phone: 443-590-1444
Email: <w3ft67@yahoo.com>

Thanks to MDC Section News Vol. 9 No. 1Jan 13, 2014 for this information

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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REPEATER FREQUENCIES

Davidsonville Millersville Glen Burnie Annapolis

147.105+ 147.075+

223.880- 224.560-

444.400+ 442.300+

              Wednesday Night Talk Net -- All are welcome   

8PM, On the AARC Repeater 147.105

                          Other Amateur Radio nets

Name Frequency Day Time
Morning Commuter Net 147.105+             PL 107.2 Weekdays 0600
AA County ARES Net 146.805-Mhz       PL 107.2 Sunday 2000
Baltimore Traffic Net 146.670-Mhz Daily 1830
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 3.820Mhz Daily 1800
MD-DC-DE Traffic Net 3.557Mhz Daily 1900 and 2200
Maryland Mobileers Net 146.805                PL107.2 Monday 1930
Maryland Slow Net 3.563 MHz Daily 1930
REACT Net 442.300+Mhz       PL107.2 1st Sunday 1930

PL: 107.2 for all repeaters
The 147.105 and 147.075 repeaters are frequently linked.  Please leave an extra second

after the courtesy beep to allow the link to reset as well.

Visitors are welcome to all meetings and nets.  
Meetings are held in the Clubhouse at the 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge and Wayson Roads off
 MD Route 214 near Davidsonville, MD.  

For en-route directions,make initial contact on the 147.105 repeater.

Copyright © 2011 Anne Arundel Radio Club
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