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UPCOMING HAMFESTS
You may view upcoming hamfests in the Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland-DC, West Virginia and Virginia area by 
clicking on the ARRL MDC Section web page at <www.arrl-
mdc.net/hamfest.htm>.
-----

Winterfest
HAMFEST/CONVENTION
Saturday Jan 18, 2014:
Location: HACC Campus, Cooper Student Union, South 
Hall,1 HACC Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17101
Website: http://www.w3uu.org
Sponsor: Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Talk-In: 146.76 (PL 100)
Public Contact: Terry Snyder, WB3BKN       
PO Box 355 Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 717-896-0256
Email: terry@djterry.com
-----

MMARC 2014 Post Holiday Hamfest
Sunday, January 26, 2014
Sponsor: Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club
Location: Odenton Volunteer Fire Company, 1425 Annapolis 
Road. Odenton, MD 21113
Website: Maryland Mobileers ARC
Talk-In: 146.805/146.205 (PL 107.2)
Public Contact: Bruce McPherson, AB3AC
484 Peach Leaf Court Odenton, MD 21113
Phone: 410-456-2500
Email:   bmcpherson73@verizon.net  
Our Thanks to MDC Section News, Vol.8 No.11, November 14, 2013

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

NEW DXCC CARD CHECKER
Mike  Cizek,  W3MC,  has  been  recently  been 

appointed as a DXCC Card Checker.  
Mike tells us, "...  we may now check both current 

AND deleted countries.  I have a 160 meter DXCC and am 
able to check 160 meter cards as well."

His  contact  information  is:  Box  239,  Severn  MD 
21144.

E-mail at: <mike@w3mctower.com>.
Congratulations to Mike.

Our Thanks to MDC Section News, Vol.8 No.11, November 14, 2013
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The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after the 

3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$20 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P.M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

 

ARRL affiliated  clubs  receive  a  commission  for  every  new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.   Clubs retain a  portion of  the dues for  each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:

• Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed 
membership (of two years or more).

• Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
• A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even 

before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

Mark Your Calendars 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Club  Meetings  are  held  on 
the first and third Thursdays of the 
month  from  7:30  to  9PM  at  the 

clubhouse located at the Davidsonville 
Family  Recreation Center in  Davidsonville, 

MD
Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of the 

Month  -  Check  in  at  Noon,  Exams  at  1PM  -  At  the 
clubhouse - Contact KB3ATI

Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair 1 to 4 
PM  Every  4th  Sunday  at  the  clubhouse
Contact Raven KB3MUV

2 meter Morning Commuter Net on 147.105 
(Typically  linked  to  147.075  and  444.400)  every 
morning  6:30  to  9:00  am.
This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-Holly-net starts at 5 
AM or so.

2  meter  Net  on  147.105  (Typically  linked  to 
147.075 and 444.400) every Wednesday at 8 PM - All 
Welcome 

EVENT SCHEDULE

Thursday December 5, 2013 7:30 PM - Club 
Meeting - Election of Club Officers and Directors

Friday, December 13, 2013 - HOLIDAY PARTY 
6 PM at Ford Hall (down the hill from the club house)
Club provides main dishes, coffee, sodas, water - 

Please bring a side or desert. 
Contact is Kim KB3NGU.
Pay 2014 dues before or at the party to be eligible    
      for door prizes

Thursday December 19, 2013 7:30 PM - NO Club 
Meeting - Enjoy the holidays!

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^



Linked Ham Radio Repeater System 
Instrumental in Hiker Rescue

A hiker in distress 
in Nevada is thankful that 
he  had  his  hand-held 
transceiver  along  when 
he found himself stranded 
in  the  hills  near 
Henderson.  Western 
Intertie  Network  (WIN) 
System  member  Jim 
Frederick,  KF6QBW,  in 
Arizona  reports  he  was 
monitoring  the  system 
November  3  around 
midday  when  he  heard, 

"Mayday, Mayday. Hiker in distress!" from his WIN System 
repeater.

"I grabbed a charged battery for my VX-5, and the 
call  came  over  the  radio  again,"  Frederick  said.  He 
responded,  and  the  hiker  on  the  other  end,  Nathan 
Rischling,  KDØHFM, of  Nellis  Air  Force Base in  Nevada, 
told  him he'd  misread  the  elevation  on  his  topographical 
map, had ended up on a very steep and rough area, had 
hurt his hand on a cactus, and could find no safe way out of 
his  situation.  He  had  a  GPS,  however,  and  was  able  to 
provide  Frederick  with  his  precise  coordinates.  Rischling 
said he had a day's worth of  food and water but needed 
help getting off the mountain, as he would not get back to 
his starting point  before sundown and, he didn't  think his 
GPS battery would last out the trip.

"KDØHFM  stated  that  he  did  not  take  a 
conventional trail and was using a topographical map and 
GPS for guidance," Frederick explained.

Frederick said he knew from experience that a call 
to  the  Las Vegas search  and  rescue would  expedite  the 
process, so he put out a call on the WIN System for any Las 
Vegas station  that  could  make the call.  James Freeman, 
KG7EWP, promptly came back,  and Frederick handed off 
the emergency traffic. Freeman called 911 and spoke with 
search  and  rescue,  and  stood  by  until  the  situation  was 
resolved. Within 15 minutes a rescue helicopter was on the 
way.

Frederick kept  his ear to the radio until  the event 
was resolved, in case someone needed more information 
from him,  and  a  few hours  later,  he overheard  Rischling 
thank KG7EWP for helping "and everyone else on the WIN 
System for standing by."

The WIN System is a series of 90 linked, or inter-
tied, repeaters -- most on UHF (70 centimeters) -- that cover 
a substantial portion of California, 16 other states, and four 
countries  around the  world.  It  is  owned and operated  by 
Shorty  Stouffer,  K6JSI.  KF6QBW  is  an  affiliated  repeater 
station with the WIN System.

"Without  Shorty,  K6JSI  (my Elmer),  and  the  WIN 
System and its members, I would not have known what to 
do, let alone been able to help, as I was just a link in this 
chain of events," Frederick said.  -- Thanks to Chuck Baer,  
W4ROA; Jim Frederick, KF6QBW; Shorty Stouffer, K6JSI,  
and Sean Kutzko, KX9X 
Our thanks to The ARRL Letter for November 7, 2013 for this article

 Interesting Devises to Launch an Antenna

Ever tried to get an antenna at the exact place you wanted 
it?  The AARC November 18, 2013 meeting addressed that 
challenge with a very informative discussion on air cannons.

K1GAH explaining the intricacies of the Air Cannon.

K1GAH and KB1MVV demonstrate that it 
takes 2 to get an antenna up in a tree.

K3TH demonstrating his antenna launcher.

http://www.winsystem.org/


AARC STAFF - 2013

OFFICERS

President:
     Jim Goldsberry / KB3NQY       410-827-7830

kb3nqy@w3vpr.org 
Vice Pres:

     Chuck Tanner / K3ACT             301-464-2667
k3act@verizon.net

Secretary:
   Milford Craig/ N3WYG                301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org 
Treasurer:

    Rick Creager / KK4GV              301-855-2278
kk4gv@w3vpr.org

Directors:
    George Socker / N3YSA           301-704-1888

gsocker@redpin.com
    Brian Mary                                 301-262-4075

                           b_mary@comcast.net
                 Bruce Strackbein                      ___________
                          bruce.strackbein@gmail.com

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:

 
Resident Agent:
          Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                      410-315-9403

jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:

Mike Watterson                         301-908-3727 
                         k3maw@w3vpr.org 
Public Relations:

Holly Bevan / N3MB                 410-923-0229
n3mb@arrl.net

Program Chairman:
            Jim Goldsberry / KB3NQY       410-827-7830
                         kb3nqy@w3vpr.org
ARES/RACES:

Ron Boller / N3WOF                 410-956-6127
n3wof@arrl.net

Joint 440 Comm:
John Williams / K8JW              410-647-7406

k8jw@verizon.net
Walt King / N3USB -Joint Trustee (442)

F.A.R. Rep:
Ed Brown / KA3ZPE

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
      Les Silva / KH6CUJ                      410-257-5438

                         kh6cuj@aol.com
Repeater Ops:

     John Williams /  K8JW                 410-847-7406
             k8jw@verizon.net

VE Team:
     Brenda Diamond Rose / KB3ATI  410-437-8193

             kb3ati@verizon.net
Training:
            Rick Creager / KK4GV                  301-855-2278

kk4gv@w3vpr.org
Packet Radio:
            Barry Lazar / K3NDM                    410-757-5510

k2ndm@arrl.net
Newsletter:
            Milford Craig / N3WYG                  301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
            George Socker / N3YSA                410-286-0681

gsocker@redpin.com
Field Day:
            Bob Rose / AA3RR                  410-437-8193

             
MDC QSO Party
           Bob Rose / AA3RR                  410-437-8193

             aa3rr@verizon.net
MD Slow Net:
           Bruce Stewart / W8CPG               304-456-3036

chickenfarm5@yahoo.com
ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator:
           Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM       410-356-7899    
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule 
                                          

Second Saturday of each month – 
Noon – AARC – Brenda Diamond Rose,      

     KB3ATI, 410-437-8193
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Harold Nichols/WB4OGP, 410-757-0493

  To all exams bring:
•  Picture ID
•  Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)

•  ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 
radio license

• ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element credits 
(eg., FCC letters, old licenses or unexpired 
Certificates of Successful Completion of 
Examination-CSCE).

mailto:aa3rr@verizon.net
mailto:bruce.strackbein@gmail.com


Ham Radio in Space: Massive Satellite 
"Cluster" Launch Set for November 21

A Dnepr launcher 
set  to  lift  off  from 
Dombarovsky,  near 
Yasny,  Russia,  on 
November  21  will  carry 
more  than  two  dozen 
satellites  from  13 
countries.  Individual 
satellite teams are now in 
Yasny  preparing  their 
payloads  for  launch. 
Several  of  the  satellites 
will  carry  Amateur  Radio 
payloads, marking this as 
the  largest  single 
deployment of ham radio 
satellites. Paving the way 
for this month's event was the August 22  Dnepr launch of 
the  KOMPSAT-5  satellite  from  Korea  --  the  first  Dnepr 
launch in 2 years. This month's launch had been postponed 
for more than a year to work the wrinkles out of the Dnepr 
program. The DubaiSat-2 Earth-imaging satellite will be the 
principal  payload  of  this  cluster  mission.Some  of  the 
satellites  headed  into  orbit  will  be  contained  within  the 
Italian  UniSat-5 microsat package. UniSat-5 will  include a 
pair  of  UHF  transceivers  operating  9k6  GMSK  AX25 
protocol.  From  "PocketQube"  launchers,  UniSat-5  will 
deploy  several  smaller  satellites,  and  one  of  the  smaller 
satellites  will  release  yet  another  satellite,  reminiscent  of 
decorative Ukrainian eggs within eggs. UniSat-5 will deploy 
Eagle-1  (BeakerSat-1),  Eagle-2  ($50Sat),  QubeScout  S1, 
estar-2  (CW  and  1k2  AFSK  UHF  downlink),  Wren,  and 
PUCP-Sat-1, which in turn will disgorge Pocket-PUCP, a tiny 
spacecraft  built  by  students  in  Peru  that  will  carry  four 
temperature sensors and transmit the data using a 10 mW 
CW UHF transmitter using 30 kHz FSK.

Scheduled  to 
be  among  the  other 
Amateur  Radio-payload 
carrying  satellites  is 
FUNcube-1,  a  1U 
CubeSat  that  is  a 
collaboration  between 
AMSAT-UK  and 
AMSAT-NL. It  will  carry 
an "educational beacon" 
(1200  baud  BPK  -- 
daytime  operation)  and 
a  20  kHz  wide  U/V 
inverting  SSB/CW 
transponder  running 
300 mW PEP (nighttime 

operation). A project begun in 2009, FUNcube-1 will provide 
a  signal  directly to  schools,  with  the  "target  audience" 
students at the primary and secondary levels.

FUNcube-1  is  the  middle  1U  CubeSat  of  three 
sharing  a  3U  launch  vehicle  pod.  The  other  two  are 
ZACUBE-1 -- the first South African satellite -- and HiNCube 

from Norway, which will identify and transmit housekeeping 
data  in  the  70  centimeter  band  in  CCSDS protocol. 
ZACUBE-1,  in  addition  to  carrying  VHF  and  UHF 
communication equipment, has a 20 meter beacon that will 
transmit on 14.099 MHz.

Another Amateur Radio satellite, Delfi-n3Xt, is a 3U 
CubeSat developed by the Technical University of Delft in 
the  Netherlands.  It  will  feature  a  40  kHz  wide  U/V 
transponder that  will  be activated after  other  experiments 
are completed, as well as a high-speed S-band downlink.

Triton-1  and  Triton-2 are  3U  CubeSats  each 
carrying a science mission and an Amateur Radio payload. 
Triton-1  includes  two  single-channel  U/V  FM-to-DSB 
transponders. Triton-2 will a single-channel U/V FM-to-DSB 
transponder  and  a  single-channel  U/S  FM-to-FM 
transponder.  The  science  mission  is  expected  to  last  3 
months,  after  which  the  Amateur  Radio  payloads  will  be 
activated. Read  more.  -- AMSAT-UK, AMSAT-NA,  Gunter'  s   
Space Page, Nader's Satellite Blog
The ARRL Letter for November 7, 2013

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Ham Radio in Space: AMSAT-UK 
FUNcube-1 Satellite in Orbit

A  Russian  Dnepr  rocket  carried  AMSAT-UK's 
FUNcube-1 -- now known officially as AMSAT-OSCAR 73 -- 
and 18 other satellites carrying Amateur Radio payloads to 
orbit  at  0710  UTC  on  Thursday,  November  21.  Ground 
stations  began receiving telemetry  from FUNcube-1  soon 
after deployment and the satellite appears to be functioning 
normally.

One of  the satellites on the launch,  UniSat-5,  will 
deploy a number of additional satellites. Among them should 
be the CubeSats PUCP-SAT-1, HumSat-D, estar-2, Icube-1 
and the PocketQubes  Wren, Eagle-1 (BeakerSat),  Eagle-2 
($50Sat), QB-Scout1. PUCP-SAT-1 intends to subsequently 
release a further satellite Pocket-PUCP.

As well  as UniSat-5 and its associated CubeSats 
and PocketQubes these Amateur Radio satellites were also 
on the launch:

HinCube CubeBug-2

FUNcube-1 Triton-1

ZAcube-1 Delfi-n3Xt

UWE-3 GOMY-1

Velox-PII

For a frequency list, see:
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/11/13/three-amateur-radio-satellite-
deployments-in-november/.

The latest orbital elements for FUNcube-1 are available at 
http://funcube.org.uk/working-documents/latest-two-line-
elements/.

The ARRL Letter for November 7, 2013

A Dnepr launch

A model of the FUNcube-1 
satellite [J.D. Heck, G3WGM, photo]

http://funcube.org.uk/working-documents/latest-two-line-elements/
http://funcube.org.uk/working-documents/latest-two-line-elements/
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/11/13/three-amateur-radio-satellite-deployments-in-november/
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/11/13/three-amateur-radio-satellite-deployments-in-november/
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/10/16/50dollarsat-pocketqube-satellite/
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/10/16/50dollarsat-pocketqube-satellite/
http://amsat-uk.org/2013/10/24/wren-a-ham-radio-sstv-pocketqube/
http://amsat-uk.org/2012/01/13/icube-1-cubesat/
http://www.gaussteam.com/
http://funcube.org.uk/
http://st2nh-blogger.blogspot.com/
http://space.skyrocket.de/
http://space.skyrocket.de/
http://space.skyrocket.de/
http://www.arrl.org/news/massive-satellite-cluster-launch-set-for-november-21
http://space.skyrocket.de/doc_sdat/triton-1.htm
http://www.lr.tudelft.nl/en/organisation/departments/space-engineering/space-systems-engineering/projects/delfi-n3xt-project-page/
http://www.ccsds.org/
http://www.hincube.com/
http://amsat-uk.org/2012/08/25/14099-khz-cput-cubesat-to-launch-end-of-november/
http://amsat-uk.org/2012/08/25/14099-khz-cput-cubesat-to-launch-end-of-november/
http://funcube.org.uk/
http://space.skyrocket.de/doc_sdat/pucp-sat-1.htm
http://space.skyrocket.de/doc_sdat/wren.htm
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REPEATER FREQUENCIES

Davidsonville Millersville Glen Burnie Annapolis

147.105+ 147.075+

223.880- 224.560-

444.400+ 442.300+

              Wednesday Night Talk Net -- All are welcome   

8PM, On the AARC Repeater 147.105

                          Other Amateur Radio Nets

Name Frequency Day Time
Morning Commuter Net 147.105+             PL 107.2 Weekdays 0600
AA County ARES Net 146.805-Mhz       PL 107.2 Sunday 2000
Baltimore Traffic Net 146.670-Mhz Daily 1830
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 3.820Mhz Daily 1800
MD-DC-DE Traffic Net 3.557Mhz Daily 1900 and 2200
Maryland Mobileers Net 146.805                PL107.2 Monday 1930
Maryland Slow Net 3.563 MHz Daily 1930
REACT Net 442.300+Mhz       PL107.2 1st Sunday 1930

PL: 107.2 for all repeaters
The 147.105 and 147.075 repeaters are frequently linked.  Please leave an extra second 

after the courtesy beep to allow the link to reset as well.

Visitors are welcome to all meetings and nets.  
Meetings are held in the Clubhouse at the 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge and Wayson Roads off
 MD Route 214 near Davidsonville, MD.  

For en-route directions,make initial contact on the 147.105 repeater.

Copyright © 2011 Anne Arundel Radio Club

http://www.bdb.com/~msn/


Ham Radio in Space: 
All-Ham Contingent Carries Olympic 

Torch to ISS
NASA's Richard 

Mastracchio,  KC5ZTE, 
Russia's Mikhail  Tyurin, 
RZ3FT,  and  Japan's 
Koichi  Wakata, 
KC5ZTA, arrived at  the 
International  Space 
Station  November  7, 
expanding the ISS crew 
complement  to  nine 
members.  The  new 
crewmembers  carried 
the  torch  that  will  be 

used to  light  the Olympic flame in  Sochi,  Russia,  for  the 
2014 Winter Games.

The  arrival  of  Mastracchio,  Tyurin  and  Wakata 
brings the station's crew complement to nine, marking the 
first  time since  October  2009  that  so  many people  have 
served together aboard the space station.

The crew will return to its normal complement of six 
on November 10, when Expedition 37 Commander Fyodor 
Yurchikhin,  RN3FI,  NASA Astronaut  Karen  Nyberg,  and 
European  Space  Agency  Astronaut  Luca  Parmitano, 
KF5KDP, return to Earth, wrapping up a 166 day mission. 
Expedition  38  begins  upon  their  departure,  with  Russian 
Cosmonaut Oleg Kotov at the helm.

Kotov, Russian Cosmonaut Sergey Ryazanskiy, and 
NASA's  Michael  Hopkins,  KF5LJG,  will  return  home next 
March.  At  that  time,  Wakata  will  become  the  first-ever 
Japanese  commander  of  the  station  for  Expedition  39. 
Mastracchio,  Tyurin  and Wakata  will  return  to  Earth  next 
May. -- NASA
Thanks to The ARRL Letter for November 7, 2013 for this article.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Special Event Stations 
Educate, Entertain

I like special event stations. I enjoy operating them 
and  making  contact  with  them.  Whenever  I  operate 
WA2HOM, our club station at the Ann Arbor (MI) Hands-On 
Museum, one of the first things I do is to search for special 
event stations.

One of the reasons I enjoy operating special event 
stations is that it's educational. For example, on November 
17,  I  worked W4D in Mayaguez,  Puerto Rico.  They were 
commemorating the 520th anniversary of the discovery by 
Europeans  of  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico.  As  a  result,  I  
learned that on November 19, 1493 Christopher Columbus 
landed on the island, naming it San Juan Bautista in honor 
of Saint John the Baptist, a name that was later changed to 
Puerto Rico (rich port).

Working special event stations is also entertaining. 
Most times when you work a special event station, you can 
tell  that  they're  having  a  good time.  One  time,  I  worked 
W4B, operating from the Kentucky Bourbon Festival. Now, 
those guys were really having a great time!

How do you find special event stations?
One way to find special event stations is to just tune 

around. Most special event stations will be operating at least 
a 20m phone station, so take a look at that band first. Also, 
consult the special event stations listings in QST or on the 
ARRL  website  (http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations). 
KE2YK  also  has  a  special  events  page 
(http://ke2yk.wordpress.com/special-event-station-events/).

In  addition to  working special  event  stations,  you 
should consider organizing and operating one of your own. 
For the past two years, several members of our Rotary Club 
who are also amateur radio operators have operated W8P 
on the third weekend in February, which commemorates the 
founding  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  helps  spread  the  word 
about  the  End  Polio  Now  campaign 
(http://www.endpolio.org/). It was not only fun to do this, but 
I think that we helped raise awareness about polio around 
the world.

Whatever your reason for holding a special event, 
you'll want to be somewhat knowledgeable about your topic. 
For example, if you decide to set up a special event station 
at the local Rutabaga Festival, you might want to know how 
long they've been having the festival, how many pounds of 
rutabagas are produced by local farms and around the U.S., 
and maybe even find a couple of rutabaga recipes that you 
could send out to stations that work you.

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU
When he's not working special event stations, Dan, KB6NU enjoys building 
kits and working CW. For more information about his operating activities 
and his "No-Nonsense" series of amateur radio license study guides, go to 
KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

With the arrival of Expedition 
38 November 7, the ISS has 
nine crewmembers for the first 
time in 4 years. [NASA TV image]

 

Come to the AARC Christmas Party
Friday, December 13, 2013, 6:00 pm
Ford Hall, DFRC, Davidson, MD

mailto:cwgeek@kb6nu.com
http://www.endpolio.org/
http://ke2yk.wordpress.com/special-event-station-events/
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations


The Night Before Christmas -- for Hams
by Gary Pearce, KN4AQ

T'was the night before Christmas,
And all through two-meters,
Not a signal was keying up

Any repeaters.

The antennas reached up
From the tower, quite high,
To catch the weak signals

That bounced from the sky.

The children, Tech-Pluses,
Took their HT's to bed,

And dreamed of the day
They'd be Extras, instead.

Mom put on her headphones,
I plugged in the key,

And we tuned 40 meters
For that rare ZK3.

When the meter was pegged
by a signal with power.

It smoked a small diode,
and, I swear, shook the tower.

Mom yanked off her phones,
And with all she could muster
Logged a spot of the signal
On the DX PacketCluster,

While I ran to the window
And peered up at the sky,

To see what could generate
RF that high.

It was way in the distance,
But the moon made it gleam -

A flying sleigh, with an
Eight element beam,

And a little old driver
who looked slightly mean.
So I though for a moment,

That it might be Wayne Green.

But no, it was Santa
The Santa of Hams.

On a mission, this Christmas
To clean up the bands.

He circled the tower,
Then stopped in his track,
And he slid down the coax

Right into the shack.

While Mom and I hid
Behind stacks of CQ,

This Santa of hamming
Knew just what to do.

He cleared off the shack desk
Of paper and parts,

And filled out all my late QSLs
For a start.

He ran copper braid,
Took a steel rod and pounded

It into the earth, till

The station was grounded.

He tightened loose fittings,
Resoldered connections,

Cranked down modulation,
Installed lightning protection.

He neutralized tubes
In my linear amp...

(Never worked right before --
Now it works like a champ).

A new, low-pass filter
Cleaned up the TV,

He corrected the settings
In my TNC.

He repaired the computer
That would not compute,

And he backed up the hard drive
And got it to boot.

Then, he reached really deep
In the bag that he brought,

And he pulled out a big box,
"A new rig?" I thought!

"A new Kenwood? An Icom?
A Yaesu, for me?!"

(If he thought I'd been bad
it might be QRP!)

Yes! The Ultimate Station!
How could I deserve this?
Could it be all those hours

that I worked Public Service?

He hooked it all up
And in record time, quickly

Worked 100 countries,
All down on 160.

I should have been happy,
It was my call he sent,

But the cards and the postage
Will cost two month's rent!

He made final adjustments,
And left a card by the key:

"To Gary, from Santa Claus.
Seventy-Three."

Then he grabbed his HT,
Looked me straight in the eye,
Punched a code on the pad,
And was gone - no good bye.

I ran back to the station,
And the pile-up was big,
But a card from St. Nick

Would be worth my new rig.

Oh, too late, for his final
came over the air.

It was copied all over.
It was heard everywhere.

The Ham's Santa exclaimed
What a ham might expect,

"Merry Christmas to all,
And to all, good DX."

copyright 1996 Gary Pearce KN4AQ
Permission granted for any print or electronic reproduction.

kn4aq.gary@mms.net 

mailto:kn4aq.gary@mms.net


Slate of Candidates for 2014
(Adjusted)

President:     Jim Goldsberry, KB3NQY 

Vice-Pres:     Chuck Tanner, K3ACT

Secretary:     Brian Mary, K3HMX 

Treasurer:     Rick Creager, KK4GV

 Directors:       Vote for 3

         Steve Kelly, K3BAY

                                                    Mark Bova, W2PAW

                                                    Wayne Precht, AB3RY

                 

Many times the question asked, "What do I get for my dues?"  After all, the newsletter and roster are 
electronic now and anyone can read the newsletter on-line.  (The roster takes a password but any member can 
see it and even print a copy.) Aside from the obvious, six repeaters, two digipeaters, full blown club station, 
clubhouse, presentations, operating events, training, and testing, a typical  answer could be: "The value of 
club membership is inherent in belonging to and supporting an amateur radio organization that you 
participate in and care about."  It's not about what you get.  It's about why you care.  You are a ham and this 
is your club.  

So get involved! 




