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Prez Sez
2013  looks  to  be  a 

productive year at AARC with a 
good mix of  new and veteran 
members  on  the  Board.   The 
board members bring variety of 
disciplines and information that 
should be valuable to the club. 
AARC is your club so the board 
will be glad to accept your input 
at  any  time.  The  board 
meetings  are  the  second 
Thursday of the month and are 
always  open  to  all  club 

members. I invite you to attend. 
I see the principle thrust this coming year to be repairing 

and upgrading the infrastructure of the club. First we will be 
making the towers safe from curious climbers etc.  Safety 
guards will  be placed  on the  two towers  attached to  the 
building. These will be similar to the guard now on the main 
tower.  The next important project is the protection of the 
guy  wire  attachment  anchors  for  the  main  tower.  DFRC 
maintenance mowers have already struck these and broken 
ground wires. The plan is to clear vegetation from around 
these  anchors  and  place  a  vegetation  free  gravel  pad 
around the  anchors  so  that  mowers  need  not  get  close. 
Another project of importance is the club house grounding 
system.   The  club  has  already  purchased  most  of  the 
material for this project. After completion all of the systems 
will be tied to the ground system and lightning arrestors will 
be installed on all antenna cables entering the club house. 
The Ham Shack will be cleaned up of miscellaneous wires 
etc.  and  arranged  so  that  all  cables  are  identified  and 
labeled to make radio operation safer and easier.  With all of 
these projects the club will need the assistance of members 
to make this happen.

Fun stuff is also on the horizon Field Day is less than 
six months away, Bob Rose, AA3RR  the 2013 coordinator 
will be supplying us with commercials on a regular basis. As 
usual volunteers will  be needed for setup, take down and 
operators (particularly at night).

The Maryland QSO Party follows in August coordinated 
by Bob Rose, AA3RR. AARC sponsors the QSO Party and 
W3VPR and  KI3DS,  has  been  on  the  air  in  the  past  to 
provide  bonus  points  to  contestants.  Of  course  club 
members can enter the contest on your own call sign.

In the past  there has been a group of  members that 
have  gathered  at  the  club  house  to  operate  in  various 

national  and  international  contests.  This  group  is  active 
again  with  Steve  Kelly,  K3BAY as  coordinator;  their  first 
effort will be the Louisiana QSO Party February 9, 2013. 

Fox  Hunts,  this  past  year  proved  popular  and  fun. 
These  will  again  be  offered  and  coordinated  by  Bruce 
Strackbein, WR3Q. 

Kit building and repairs can be accomplished at the club 
house the last Sunday of the month under the guidance of 
James Wieland, KB3MUV (Raven). I built my first radio at 
the age of  12;  a shortwave set  and could have used his 
help.

Do you need an Amateur Radio Licenses, an upgrade, 
or just want a good review? Rick Creager, KK4GV will again 
offering a Technician class, followed by a General class to 
end just before Field Day. A series of seminars will be held 
for those trying to upgrade to an Extra Licenses. 

For more than 20 years AARC has fielded a VE team to 
provide a local testing facility. Recently AARC has probably 
at times had the only 100% YL, VE Team in the nation. The 
AARC team is ably led by AARC VE Team Leader, Brenda 
Diamond-Rose, KB3ATI.  Testing is held the 2nd Saturday of 
each month. 

One  of  the  most  fun  and  valuable  activities  is  the 
communication  support  that  AARC  members  provide  to 
Public  Service  events  that  occur  throughout  the  county. 
Presently we have no coordinator for these events. These 
events are very important and usually provide a good chunk 
of donated funds to the club. If anyone is interested acting 
as  the  coordinator  for  these  activities  please  contact  me 
ASAP.

Another  money  maker  for  us  has  been  the  used 
equipment sales we are all looking forward for the next sale. 
If you have anything to donate contact Ike Lawton, W3IKE 
or Rick Creager, KK4GV.

Elmer’s  are  always  needed  and  appreciated  by  the 
hams they help. Be an ELMER.

Look around if you know a member that can no longer 
drive, or is uncomfortable driving at night offer them a ride to 
a club meeting or other activity. 

Finally, if you participate in a club activity go to the Web 
Site and log your hours for our annual Service Award,  in 
addition to the satisfaction of helping the club you receive a 
really neat name tag.

The  Web  Site  has  been  updated  and  is  currently 
undergoing final testing. A great big THANK YOU! should go 
to  George  Socker,  N3YSA,  James  (Raven)  Wieland, 
KB3MUV, and Steve Kelly, K3BAY for their fine work on this 
project. Additional Thanks! should go to the more than Sixty 
Members that  have signed up to  help  with  the Web Site 
testing.
Jim Goldsberry KB3NQY
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.Anne Arundel Radio Club History 
The history of Anne Arundel Radio Club is listed on  

the club web site from 1951 – 1992.  (Go to the home  
page, click on the Officers tab at the top of the page  
and  then  click  on  Club  History  at  the  bottom of  the  
page.)   It will be reprinted over the next 10 months so  
that everyone may see the things that has gone before  
to  make  this  club  what  it  is  today.   We  would  like  
someone to take on the task of writing the history of the  
club from 1992 to the current date.   If  you would be  
interested  in  that  important  task,  please  contact  any  
club  officer  or  director.   Please  enjoy  reading  the  
history of the Anne Arundel Radio Club.  This history  
starts in

1951 - 1960 
The Anne Arundel Radio Club was founded in 1951 by 

Phil Nesbitt/W3CQ (formerly W3KCQ), Manager at WNAV. 
He served as the County Civil Defense Radio Officer. The 
first president was James (Jim) Mills, a supervisor for C&P. 
The  remainder  of  the  Charter  Members  were:  Robert 
Bass/W3JSI,  a  math teacher  at  the  Naval  Academy;  Joe 
Grissom,  son  of  the  Mayor  of  Annapolis;  John  Pancoast 
who  ran  a  filling  station  in  Eastport;  George 
Schmitt/W3NAE,  still  a  Club  member,  and  Chuck 
Hite/W3SOG, a  representative  of  Sherwin  Williams.  Mills, 
Bass and Grissom are deceased.

For the first eight months the club met in Annapolis (on 
Jim Mills' front porch, at the Annapolis Police Station, in the 
C&P  Building  in  Parole,  in  a  WNAV  storeroom  and  in 
George Schmitt's basement). The club was first known as 
the  Annapolis  Radio  Club,  then  the  Arundel  Radio  Club. 
Members were searching for a good place to meet. In late 
1952, through the efforts of the School Board, we obtained 
from the  County  the  use  of  a  one-room  schoolhouse  in 
Arnold. After the room was cleaned, it was equipped with 
three large tables and a desk. A pot-bellied stove supplied 
the necessary heat in the winter.  Club members supplied 
the wood and coal  for the stove.  A used refrigerator  was 
obtained for refreshments.

Shortly  after  moving  into  the  clubhouse,  the 
membership voted to change the name of the club to The 
Anne Arundel Radio Club, so as to be more representative 
of the whole county. Once located in its new quarters, the 
club started to grow. In early 1953 the club obtained from 
the FCC the call "W3VPR" for use on Field Day. Field Days 
were  held  yearly  in  late  June  on  the  club  property.  The 
telephone company, thanks to Jim Mills,  put  up a 60-foot 
pole for the antennae.

Chuck and Jim wrote  the first  Civil  Defense Plan for 
Anne Arundel County. As a result, in 1954 AA County Civil 
Defense bought  the Club eight  30-watt  GE six-meter  FM 
mobile radios, having a single 807 in final -- also, one 60-
watt base station, two 6-meter portable radios, four 2-meter 
radios and two 50-watt base stations with an 829.B in final 
(all by GE).

One 6-meter base and one 2-meter base were set up in 
the Arnold clubhouse. The other 2-meter bases were set up 
in the CD Office in the Annapolis Courthouse. Six mobiles 
were  installed  in  private  ham  cars.  The  other  two  were 
mounted on wood bases so that they could be put wherever 
needed.  By  this  time  we  had  18-20  members  and  were 

holding Civil Defense drills. Members started buying used 6-
meter  FM  mobile  equipment,  like  Link,  Motorola,  GE 
---whatever  we  could  find.  Some  were  made  into  base 
stations, and in a year or so we had a 6-meter network and 
were working closely with the police and fire departments.

In 1958 Civil Defense bought us a 10-wheel Army van 
from Ft. Meade, with very little mileage but suffering from 
long  storage.  By  1959  we  had  it  running  well  and  had 
installed a 30-watt PA system, a RTTY machine, an HF rig 
and a six-meter rig. Even a first-aid kit was supplied. On the 
back of the truck was attached a 5.5 kw generator to power 
it all. Portable antennae were also carried. Just below the 
side  windows  of  the  truck  were  painted  the  words 
"EMERGENCY  COMMUNICATIONS--W3VPR".  Of  our 
membership of about 35, only 8 or 9 were qualified to drive 
the truck.

The Club got a lot of use from the 10-wheeler. As we 
became more  and  more  involved  with  State  and  County 
police,  we  were  soon  invited  to  join  the  Maryland  State 
Ambulance  and  Rescue  Association.  We  helped  with 
communications at  forest  fires,  lost  kids,  downed aircraft, 
escaped prisoners, drownings, etc. Our greatest job was to 
set up and handle a radio network for the moving of Sinai 
Hospital in 1960. This request was made by Dr. Amberman 
of  the Maryland State Police,  who also attended some of 
our meetings.

1961 - 1970 
The big truck got too expensive to operate, so in late 

1968  it  was  traded  for  a  GMC Step-van  which  had  the 
standard  gear  shift  that  anyone  could  operate.  The  AA 
Radio  Club  furnished  communications  for  fire  and  police 
until the late '60s, when new police and fire radio networks 
took over.

In 1970 a 2-meter rig was installed in the van. The Club 
used  the  simplex  frequency  of  146.430  MHz.  The  van 
served well at Fire Department parades, American Legion 
Post  40  parades in  Glen  Burnie  and  at  the  Chesapeake 
Appreciation Days at Sandy Point, where it was used as a 
control  station.  For  a  few years  it  was  also  used  at  the 
County Fair at Sandy Point. Having served its time, the van 
was disposed of in 1978.

Several  hamfests  held  by  AARC  proved  to  be 
unsuccessful.  The  club  has  nearly  always  had  an 
installation dinner for its new officers. For years these were 
held  at  My  Hideaway  Restaurant  on  Ritchie  Highway. 
Dinners  and  dances  were  held  for  a  few  years  at  the 
Archway Inn on Ft. Smallwood Rd. It's hard to believe now, 
but on several occasions the Club paid the entire expense 
for these dinners.

Around 1970 the AARC received notice from the County 
that  it  had  to  vacate  the  clubhouse.  They gave  90  days 
notice. Since the County was not using the building for a 
school, as was required under its contract with the church 
which gave the property, it reverted back to the church. Walt 
Manby/W3VJX,  Club  president  at  the  time,  offered  a 
meeting room at the American Legion Post 40 on 5th Ave. in 
Glen  Burnie.  Meetings  were  held  there  for  a  few years, 
during which time the membership fell  to an all-time low. 
Activities  also  fell  during  this  period.  However,  the  Club 
struggled along until 1973 when Russ Burroughs/WA3VPL 
became a member. He obtained the use of a meeting room 
at the Severn School in Severna Park. In exchange for the 



use of the room, the Club was to conduct Novice Classes at 
the school.  This the Club did,  and the classes were very 
successful. Some of the graduates of these classes are now 
members  of  AARC.  The  Club  held  its  meetings  at  the 
Severn School for over four years

X X X X 0 X X X X
Members listed in this article.  Where are they now?

W3CQ    Bill Nesbitt   Call sign reallocated to Boonsboro 
                                         Brass Pounders Lynchburg VA

  James Mills     No Call Sign Listed
W3JSI   Robert Bass     No Call Sign Listed

  Joe Grissom       No Call Sign Listed
  John Pancoast    No Call Sign Listed

W3NAE  George Schmitt  Call expired 3/18/2006
W3SOG  Chuck Hite         No Information
W3VJX   Walt Manby     President 1970.  No information.
WA3VPL  Russ Burroughs

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

W3VPR Net Control Operators for 2013
As of January 2, 2013 the new line up of net control 

stations for the Wednesday night 2 meter net is:
Raven KB3MUV
Greg N2IQT                       
Chuck K3ACT
Mike K3MAW
Ed KA3ZPE
Tony WA3YLO
Peter KB3PGU and Stephen KB3WAP 

have decided to rotate out of the line up.  You may recall 
that it was Peter who restarted the net back in 2008 after it 
had been dormant for years.  Stephen at 12 years old (13 or 
14 by now) ran a bunch of sessions like a seasoned 
professional.  Many thanks to both of them for their service 
to the club.

Are you thinking of being a Net Control Operator.  Here 
are some things you need to practice

Practice Copying all call signs. One of your greatest 
fears will be making a mistake on a call sign. To practice 
your "ear-to-hand" coordination, study your Morse Code. 
Another way is to listen to all of the nets that you can and 
write down the call signs as they check-in. Don't worry about 
getting all of them the first time. The more you talk to other 
operators also can help, because you will recognize those 
calls of the people you talk to often. Another excellent 
exercise is to listen to an HF Net, especially one of the 
Traders Nets. If you can copy 75% of the check-ins there, 
you are truly a master of the check-ins.

Practice Writing it down. As NCS you are going to be 
constantly writing information down.  Once again, Nets are 
an excellent place to practice. Practice writing down what is 
being said, who said it and when, and you will develop your 
own brand of short hand, everyone does. If any traffic is 
passed on the Net, practice taking it down and in proper 
format, this prepares you for the first piece of official traffic 
you will receive as an NCS.

Practice Listening. Bad signals are everywhere in 
Amateur Radio, even on our best two meter repeaters. 
Fringe areas, an HT with a Rubber Duck (better known as a 
Dummy Load), decreasing battery strength, all these will be 
encountered as NCS. You have to practice pulling out the 
audio from the garbage on the signal. Listening to your 

favorite repeater with your radio set 5Hz off frequency is a 
great training exercise for "pulling them out of the mud". If 
you have HF, don't listen to the big booming signal, practice 
listening to that station that you can barely hear and see 
what the results are.

Practice Running Nets. Volunteer to be NCS for your 
local groups Rag Chew Net, ARPSC Nets, be back-up for 
Weather Nets, and your ARES/RACES Nets. The only way 
to build confidence running a net is to run one and you'll see 
what happens. 

Practice passing NTS messages. As NCS, you must 
be able to pass formal NTS traffic. Send a message to 
anyone and everyone that you can think of, for whatever 
reason. Write it out in NTS format until you are dreaming the 
Radiogram in your sleep. The only way you can get 
proficient at this is if you do it.
     Practice writing Net Instructions. At times you may 
have to do this quickly, so practice by writing them down 
and have yourself a set handy. Of course you cannot cover 
every possibility doing this, but if you write them down, you 
will get all the practice in the world and will be able to do it 
when you have to.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Post Office Wants to Phase Out IRCs 
      
      Post Office Wants to Phase Out IRCs If the U.S. Postal 
Service has its way, International Reply Coupons (IRCs) will 
no longer be available for sale after January 27. According 
to the ARRL Letter, the postal service published a notice of 
its  plans  in  the  Federal  Register on  October  28,  citing 
insufficient  demand  to  continue  providing  the  service. 
Comments  were  being  accepted  through  November  23. 
Even if  IRCs are no longer offered for sale by the postal 
service,  Universal  Postal  Union (UPU) regulations require 
that  post  offices honor and redeem IRCs that  have been 
purchased in other countries. IRCs are a form of prepaid 
postage, redeemable for a single unit of airmail postage in 
any UPU member country. Hams have long used them to 
provide return postage for QSL cards from DX countries. 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Postage Rates to Increase in January 
The  US  Postal  Service  has 

announced that  as of  January 27, 
2013,  the  cost  to  mail  first  class 
letters,  postcards  and  packages 
within the US will go up. The cost to 
mail  a  first  class  letter  will  be  46 
cents,  while  the  cost  to  mail  a 

postcard will be 33 cents, an increase of 1 cent for each. 
This is the third increase for postcard postage in less than 
two years;  in  April  2011,  the USPS boosted the postcard 
stamp price from 28 cents to 29 cents, and from 29 cents to 
32 cents in January 2012. 
The USPS will also introduce a First Class Mail Global 
Forever Stamp in January.  This new stamp will  allow 
customers  to  mail  1-ounce  letters  anywhere  in  the 
world for one set price of $1.10. The cost to mail flat-rate 
Priority Mail packages and letters will also increase.



The Ham Arundel News is the monthly 
official publication of

The Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc.
(ARRL Club No. 0484).

Editor: Milford Craig / N3WYG
Send newsletter articles, questions and 

information to Milford at n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Deadline for submissions – The Saturday after the 

3rd Thursday of the month

Mailing Address:
Anne Arundel Radio Club

Post Office Box 308
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Meetings:
General Business 1st Thursday at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM
Program/Activity 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM

Dues:
$20 per year, payable December 1st

Discounts available for family members and 
students

World Wide Web: www.w3vpr.org

AARC Supports The Maryland Slow Net:
3.563 MHz CW 7:30 P.M. Daily

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Free Money for AARC!
ARRL Membership Reminder

 

ARRL affiliated  clubs  receive  a  commission  for  every  new 
ARRL  membership  and  renewal  they  submit  to  ARRL 
Headquarters.   Clubs retain a portion of  the dues for  each 
regular  or  senior  membership  submitted  to  ARRL 
Headquarters:

• Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed 
membership (of two years or more).

• Clubs retain $2 for each renewal, 
• A RENEWING MEMBER can renew at any time, even 

before their current membership expires.

Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) 
to the club treasurer.

Mark Your 

Calendar!

Club Meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at 
the clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Club Meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month from 7:30 to 9PM at 
the clubhouse located at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center in Davidsonville, MD

Free License Exams every 2nd Saturday of 
the Month - Check in at Noon, Exams at 1PM - 
At the clubhouse - Contact KB3ATI

Kit-building, troubleshooting and repair 1 to 
4 PM Every 4th Sunday at the clubhouse
Contact Raven KB3MUV - Note: this activity is OFF 
until the new year.

2 meter Morning Commuter Net on 147.105 
(Typically linked to 147.075 and 444.400) every 
morning 6:30 to 9
This is the famous Holly-net. Pre-Holly-net starts 
at 5 AM or so.

2 meter Net on 147.105 (Typically linked to 
147.075 and 444.400) every Wednesday at 8 
PM - All Welcome 

EVENT SCHEDULE

Thursday, January 3 - Club Meeting 
    Thursday, January 17 - Club Meeting 
    Thursday, February 7 - Club Meeting 
    Saturday, February 9th - Contest Operation  
        at Clubhouse  Louisiana QSO Party
    Thursday, February 21 - Club Meeting 



2013  AARC Field Day Newsletter

Jan 2013
“We’re putting the band back together”

        Greetings and welcome to the initial edition of the 
AARC 2013 Field Day Newsletter.

        Introduction.  
My name is Bob/AA3RR and I am the titular head of 

the  2013  Field  Day  Planning  Committee.   Before  I 
introduce the members of the 2013 Field Day Planning 
Committee let me tell you something about them.

The  committee  consists  of  almost  a  dozen  club 
members who have a combined total of over 50 years 
experience  planning  and  organizing  Field  Day  events 
including a combined 24 years experience planning and 
organizing large format (10 stations) Field Day events. 
The planning committee (aka "The Crew") includes:

Brenda Rose / KB3ATI        Tom Hogevoll / K3TH
Murray Hunt / KB3LZV        Bob Delamarter / KB3MPR
Terry Nixon / KB3CWQ       Barb Nixon / KB3LDM
Bob Montagne / K3REM     Bob Rose / AA3RR
Steve Kelly / K3BAY            Kim Delamarter ?KB3NGU
Dick Maio / WW3R

Promises.

1.  We will keep you informed about the planning and 
preparations of our Field Day operation for 2013 from the 
start  of  the planning stage through the final  report  to  the 
club about 6 weeks following the conclusion of Field Day. 
We will use the club’s newsletter, the Field Day Blog on the 
club’s website, limited (2-3) mass-distribution e-mails (we do 
not want to flood your inbox) and during club meetings to 
provide updates and answer questions.  If I am not able to 
attend a club meeting, a member of the Field Day Planning 
Committee will provide the update.  

2.  If you offer recommendations regarding any aspect 
of our Field Day event, we will give them a fair and complete 
review.  And if deemed appropriate we will incorporate them 
in part or in whole into the plan. Do not recommend liver 
and onions for dinner.  It ain’t happening.

3.   We are  going  to  be  aggressive  in  our  efforts  to 

maximize the level of participation by you, the members of 
the AARC.  So clear your calendars to ensure that you have 
don't  have  anything  scheduled  (e.g.,  fishing  in  Canada, 
having your toenails clipped and painted, optional cosmetic 
surgery, birth of a child, etc.) that will conflict with our Field 
Day  set-up,  operations,  and  take-down.   If  you  need  a 
“kitchen pass”  we will  be happy to provide you with one. 
The dates in question are:  21-23 June 2013

4.  We guarantee that the weather will be perfect for the 
entire  weekend.   It  will  not  rain.   Temperatures  will  not 
exceed 80 degrees and the humidity will be in the low 40's. 
The sky will be cloudy the entire weekend.  Obviously this is 
a bogus promise - just wanted to see if  you were paying 
attention.  Plan for the worst weather possible and that way 
you won't be disappointed if it rains all three days.  By the 
way, this is not a “fair weather” event.  We do Field Day rain 
or shine, warm or hot, snow or not.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

So what is this thing called 
'Field Day'?

For the new hams in our club and for anyone who 
has been sleeping since 1933, here are some "Field Day 
Facts" provided by the ARRL:

 Field Day should be a fun activity. 
 It  is the most popular operating event in the USA 

and Canada.  To give you an idea how popular here 
are some facts from FD2012:

 Over  2,600  logs  from  individuals,  groups 
and clubs were submitted

 Over 37,567 people participated 
 Over 1.4 million contacts were made.  

 A successful Field Day is well planned.
 Field Day is an operating event (as opposed to a 

contest)  sponsored  by  the American  Radio  Relay 
League (ARRL). 

 It is always held on the fourth full weekend in June
 It has a 24-hour operating period
 The  operating  period  starts  at  2pm  EDT  on 

Saturday; ends at 2pm EDT on Sunday
 Set-up can start at 2pm EDT on Friday.  
 Any and all modes can be used
 Can operate on any and all  bands except the 60, 

30, 17, and 12-meter bands.
 The exchange of information is simple:  call  sign, 

number  of  stations,  operating  class,  and  ARRL 
Section (e.g., W3VPR  10 A MDC)

 The  objective  of  Field  Day  is  to  work  as  many 
stations  as  possible...  and  in  doing  so,  learn  to 
operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal 
conditions.

 Develop skills to meet the challenges of emergency 
preparedness 

 Acquaint the general public with the capabilities of 
Amateur Radio 

 The  purpose  of  Field  Day  is  to  demonstrate  the 
communications  ability  of  the  amateur  radio 
community in simulated emergency situations.

 Field  Day  is  open  to  all  amateurs  in  the  areas 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/22573993@N08/8290088006


covered by the ARRL/RAC Field Organizations and 
countries within IARU Region 2. 

 DX  stations  residing  in  other  regions  may  be 
contacted for credit

 Success is measured by attaining the goals set by 
us.  Our goals for Field Day are pretty simple:
 Have  a  safe  Field  Day  event  from  set-up 

through take-down
 Have fun and make lots of contacts
 Maximize  the  level  of  club  membership 

participation - the more the merrier.
 Participants set their own personal goals
 Improve  on  our  past  collective  performances 

(We  will  establish  and  publish  some  specific 
performance goals next month).  

So what's the AARC Field Day plan?
Initially, I thought let's operate 27 stations and challenge 

the Potomac Valley Radio Club.  Then I woke up from my 
nap and realized I had been dreaming.  So we have a much 
more modest plan which we will reveal soon.  And to add to 
the excitement of Field Day, we're probably going to add a 
fun  theme,  have  some theme-related  activities  and  other 
things to add to the fun.  Who knows? You could be the 
lucky owner of a brand new contest station from ICOM (but 
only if you win the lottery).  See you next time.

73  DE AA3RR
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

AREA HAMFESTS
 
The following is a list of hamfests in MDC and our bordering 
sections to put  on your calendars.   It  will  be adjusted as 
sponsors have their hamfests approved.

Harrisburg, PA Winterfest   

Start Date: 01/19/2013
End Date: 01/19/2013
Location: HACC Campus - Cooper Student Union South 
Hall
1 HACC Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17101
Website: http://W3UU.org
Sponsor: Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Talk-In: 146.76 (PL 100)
Public Contact: Terry Snyder , WB3BKN 
PO Box 355 462B Tourist Park Road Halifax, PA 17032
Phone: 717-896-0256
Email: terry@djterry.com
# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
2013 Post Holiday Hamfest 

Start Date: 01/27/2013
End Date: 01/27/2013
Location: Odenton Volunteer Fire Company
1425 Annapolis Road (Route 175)
Odenton, MD 21113
Website:
http://sites.google.com/site/marylandmobileers/hamfests-
1/hamfest-2

Sponsor: Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Talk-In: 146.805 / 146.205 (PL 107.2)
Public Contact: Frank Winner , N3SEO 
283 Oak Court Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: 410-647-3335
Email: n3seo@aol.com
# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
Virginia State Convention (Frostfest) 

Start Date: 02/02/2013
End Date: 02/02/2013
Location: Richmond Raceway Complex
600 East Laburnum Avenue
Richmond, VA 23218
Website: http://www.frostfest.com
Sponsor: Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society
Type: ARRL Convention
Talk-In: 146.88 (PL 74.4)
Public Contact: Tray Murphy , N4PAT 
PO Box 14828 Richmond, VA 23221
Phone: 804-657-7038
Email: ffcomm@frostfest.com
# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
Winterfest 

Start Date: 02/24/2013
End Date: 02/24/2013
Location: Ernst Community Cultural Center at Northern 
Virginia
Community College, Annandale Campus
8333 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22003
Website: http://www.viennawireless.org/winterfest.php
Sponsor: Vienna Wireless Society
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Talk-In: 146.91 (no PL tone)
Public Contact: Jack Welch , AI4SV 
3925 Wilcoxson Drive Fairfax, VA 22031
Phone: 314-266-8426
Email: dhakajack@gmail.com

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

...Truly Out Of This World.

In  December  1961,  an  Amateur 
Radio  satellite  named  “Oscar  1” 
launched  into  space  aboard  a 
Thor  Rocket  leading  to  the 
creation  of  the  Amateur  Satellite 
Service.  The  satellite  was  built 
quite  literally  in  the  basements 
and garages of the Project Oscar 
team. The total out-of-pocket cost 
of Oscar 1 was only $68, including 
the $1.15 spring from Sears that 
was used to eject the satellite from 
the rocket. Today more than 100 amateur satellites - from 
those the size of a spacesuit to 4 inch square cubes - have 
followed in  Oscar's  orbit.   Ham Radio  is  truly  out  of  this 
world.

http://W3UU.org/
mailto:dhakajack@gmail.com
http://www.viennawireless.org/winterfest.php
mailto:ffcomm@frostfest.com
http://www.frostfest.com/
mailto:n3seo@aol.com
http://sites.google.com/site/marylandmobileers/hamfests-1/hamfest-2
http://sites.google.com/site/marylandmobileers/hamfests-1/hamfest-2
mailto:terry@djterry.com
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AARC STAFF - 2013

OFFICERS

President:
     Jim Goldsberry / KB3NQY       410-827-7830

kb3nqy@w3vpr.org 
Vice Pres:

     Chuck Tanner / K3ACT             301-464-2667
k3act@verizon.net

Secretary:
   Milford Craig/ N3WYG                  301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org 
Treasurer:

    Rick Creager / KK4GV              301-855-2278
kk4gv@w3vpr.org

Directors:
    George Socker / N3YSA           301-704-1888

gsocker@redpin.com
    Brian Mary                                 301-262-4075

                           b_mary@comcast.net
                 Bruce Strackbein                      ___________
                          bruce.strackbein@gmail.com

REPRESENTATIVES

Trustee:

 
Resident Agent:
          Bob Jeter / K3RSJ                      410-315-9403

jeter904@verizon.net
DFRC Rep:

Mike Watterson                         301-908-3727 
                         k3maw@w3vpr.org 
Public Relations:

Holly Bevan / N3MB                 410-923-0229
n3mb@arrl.net

Program Chairman:
            Jim Goldsberry / KB3NQY       410-827-7830
                         kb3nqy@w3vpr.org
ARES/RACES:

Ron Boller / N3WOF                 410-956-6127
n3wof@arrl.net

Joint 440 Comm:
John Williams / K8JW              410-647-7406

k8jw@verizon.net
Walt King / N3USB -Joint Trustee (442)

F.A.R. Rep:
Ed Brown / KA3ZPE

brownmejr@comcast.net

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

Public Service:
   

Repeater Ops:
     John Williams /  K8JW                 410-847-7406

             k8jw@verizon.net
VE Team:
     Brenda Diamond Rose / KB3ATI  410-437-8193

             kb3ati@verizon.net
Training:

  Rick Creager / KK4GV         301-855-2278
kk4gv@w3vpr.org

Packet Radio:
      Barry Lazar / K3NDM                    410-757-5510

k2ndm@arrl.net
Newsletter:
      Milford Craig / N3WYG                  301-218-8867

n3wyg@w3vpr.org
Web Page:
      George Socker / N3YSA                410-286-0681

gsocker@redpin.com
Field Day:
                Bob Rose / AA3RR             410-437-8193

             aa3rr@verizon.net
MDC QSO Party
                 Bob Rose / AA3RR             410-437-8193

             aa3rr@verizon.net
MD Slow Net:
      Bruce Stewart / W8CPG               304-456-3036

chickenfarm5@yahoo.com
ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator:
      Martin J. Pittinger / KB3MXM       410-356-7899    
                          kb3mxm@arrl.net

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VE Testing Schedule 
                                          

Second Saturday of each month – 
Noon – AARC – Brenda Diamond Rose,      

     KB3ATI, 410-437-8193
Third Saturday of each month – 9AM – Laurel ARC – 
John Creel, 301-572-5124
Fourth Tuesday of each month – 6PM – MMARC – 
Harold Nichols/WB4OGP, 410-757-0493

  To all exams bring:
•  Picture ID
•  Social Security Number or FCC Registration 

Number (FRN)

•  ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur 
radio license

• ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element credits 
(eg., FCC letters, old licenses or unexpired 
Certificates of Successful Completion of 
Examination-CSCE).

mailto:aa3rr@verizon.net
mailto:aa3rr@verizon.net
mailto:bruce.strackbein@gmail.com


THE "NEW NTS"
      
     The three Chairs of the NTS and the three Area Digital 
Coordinators  of  the  NTSD,  and  their  respective  staffs 
managing nets and resources and the TCC above Section 
level, have deployed the national Radio-email system as a 
new common layer for each of the NTS, NTSD, and ARES® 
communications functions of the ARRL Field Organization. 
This provides in reality a means to finally integrate ARES®, 
NTS, and NTSD services, allowing all three organizations to 
intercommunicate  on  the  same  modern  network,  24/7, 
nation-wide, without the call-up of any intermediate relaying 
nets or stations. This is the "New NTS".
      In addition to the continuing ARRL Radiogram services 
provided by the manual NTS network and NTSD automated 
digital  distribution,  messaging  in  the  email  format  over 
amateur radio is now possible with multiple addressees and 
copies, and with attached binary files. This major step into 
the modern IT world is made possible by the developers of 
the Winlink 2000 (WL2K) system and is backed up by the 
fleet  of  NTSD  PacTor  stations,  nation-wide,  radio-all-the-
way.
      In addition, the WL2K packet and HF Gateway stations 
using  the  RMS-Relay  module  provide  email  service 
automatically to their  clients  even when the internet  fails. 
Radio-email  moving  outside  that  local  domain  is  passed 
over  HF  radio  to  Gateways  elsewhere  in  the  country. 
Officials can create and send/receive such Radio-email from 
their  own  computers  interfaced  with  the  local  amateur 
station. Radio-email can carry the government forms, such 
as the ICS-213 , used by various agencies just as done via 
regular email. Radio-email can also carry Radiogram traffic 
directly  to/from  the  NTS/NTSD,  and  provides  a  firewall 
protected gateway to addressees on the public internet for 
both agency traffic and the public at shelters. Radio-email is 
handled by the root stations of the network via the internet, 
or  through  continuously  operating,  infrastructure 
independent Gateways, and thus requires no intermediate 
relaying manpower.  Its operation has virtually no learning 
curve for either amateur operators or officials.
      Local ARES® and NTS/NTSD stations in our Sections 
thus  provide  the  roots  of  this  "New NTS"  structure,  one 
objective  of  which  is  to  achieve  total  served-agency 
interoperability.  Any station in the country can now access 
the  Radio-email  system  from  the  internet  or  any  radio 
Gateway  and  send  and  receive  their  mail  to  a  client 
anywhere else on the system or the public internet.
      Most of the MDC manual NTS affiliated net stations, and 
our stations linked with the NTSD digital Radiogram service, 
are also operating on the Radio-email layer. It is now up to 
each local jurisdiction to provide the Radio-email connection 
to  the  served  agencies  within  their  domains  in  order  to 
complete the network coverage with relevant and modern 
messaging services.

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

      Special thanks to Marty, KB3MXM, for assisting K3CSX 
in  collecting  and  processing  BTN  reports  in  November. 
Marty will continue this support in December.
      Thanks to all the MDC NTS Net NCS stations and Net 
Managers for timely reports of monthly activity. Well done 

Remember that NCS Net Reports are due in the hands of 
the Net Manager within 48 hours of the net session; NM Net 
reports and SAR/PSHR reports are due in the hands of the 
STM by midnight of the 6th of the following month.
   The  devoted  MDC  NTS  team  is  maintaining  daily 
operations  on  MEPN,  BTN,  MSN  and  MDD,  including 
liaisons between those Nets and our connections to Region 
and Area NTS Nets on Cycles 2 and 4, plus our digital links. 
Many of our operators perform duties on multiple nets and 
days.  They  could  certainly  use  some  help  with  traffic 
handling and NCS and liaison duties on both voice and CW 
on many days of the week. New and experienced operators 
are also encouraged to join us on the Radio-email network. 
Software  is  free.  Training  will  be  provided  for  operators 
interested  in  helping.  If  you  would  like  to  join  us  in  this 
important messaging service roll, contact the respective Net 
Managers or me and we will provide the details. These are 
skills  which  must  be  learned  before  emergency 
communications situations arise.
     See the Section web page at:       www.arrl-mdc.net
The NTS Nets tab is near the top of the page. Scroll down 
to General Information for the Basic Traffic Handling Voice 
and CW tutorials and the WL2K tutorial.

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

      MEPN: The MEPN meets on 3820 kHz; summer: 1800L 
EDST (Pre-net 1730L); winter: 1730L EST (Pre-net 1700L). 
The  net  may  be  directed  during  the  pre-net  as  soon  as 
traffic is posted for handling. Liaison stations will monitor the 
Echolink  WB3GXW-L  connection  (or  the  *WASH_DC* 
conference bridge backup) for check-ins on Echolink during 
the net. MEPN listed traffic may be pushed directly to county 
Target  Stations  on  WL2K,  outbound  traffic  to  W3YVQ in 
Batch File format.
      EL: The Echolink MDC NTS Net meets Tuesdays at 
1920L  (directed)  and  daily  (undirected)  at  1800L  (from 
MEPN) or as needed at the respective MDC Net times on 
the  WB3GXW-L  connection  (*WASH_DC*  conference 
bridge alternate) to provide access to the NTS for stations 
not  able  to  QNI  the  regular  nets.  Representatives  from 
MEPN, BTN, MSN, MDD, all ARES® jurisdictions and other 
amateurs are welcome. Echolink is an internet-dependent 
function  and an off-air  function  for  traffic  counting unless 
accessed via linked repeaters.
      WL2K: The Winlink 2000 (WL2K) network provides for 
Radio-email  messaging  in  the  standard  email  format 
between  served  agencies,  ARES(r)  and  NTS/NTSD.  It  is 
also  used  to  carry  attachments,  such  as  ICS-213 
messaging,  Radiogram  welfare  traffic,  and  provides  a 
protected gateway to addressees on the public internet for 
both agency traffic and the public at shelters.  WL2K may be 
accessed  via  the  internet,  via  packet  radio,  and  via  HF 
PacTor or WINMOR Gateway stations. WL2K is an on-air 
function for traffic counting when accessed via packet and 
HF, an off-air function if  accessed via telnet/internet. (See 
the  General  Information,  WL2K  tutorial,  at  www.arrl-
mdc.net.)
      OTHER NETS:
The WVA Net meets on 3811; summer 1800L EDST, winter 
1700L EST if required by propagation. Liaisons to WVA from 
MEPN will need to be there promptly at the start of their net, 

http://www.arrl-mdc.net/
http://www.arrl-mdc.net/


assigned at the start of the MEPN pre-net or the previous 
night.
      The DE net (DTN) is scheduled at 1830L on 3905 kHz., 
Monday through Saturday, the DELMARVA Net on Sunday.
    The  EPA Net  is  operating  at  6:00  PM daily  for  the 
summer, 5:30 PM winter, on 3905 kHz.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

You Know You're a Ham if :
- You buy electrical black tape in ten packs.
- You've stripped wire with your teeth.
- You've told your son that, "One day, all this will be yours",   

and he doesn't respond.
- You'd rather help a buddy put up a new tower than mow t

he lawn.
- You've grabbed the wrong end of a soldering iron.
- You start giving out RST reports when you are on the 

telephone.
- The propagation forecast means far more to you than the 

local weather forecast.
- The microphone or visual aids at a meeting don't work and 

you rush up to the front to fix it.
- You tell the XYL, when she notices a new rig in the shack, 

why that has been there for years.
- Your watch is set only to UTC.
- At night, when you pray, it starts off something like: CQ CQ 

CQ GOD DE (your callsign).
- You ever had to patch your roof after an antenna project.
- Ham radio magazines comprise more than 50% of your 

bathroom library.
- You ever put a GPS tracker in the XYL's car, just so you 

could watch her on APRS.
- You and the XYL took a cruise so you could visit the radio 

room.
- You ever tapped out HI in Morse on your car horn to 

another ham.
- You ever had an antenna fall down.
- Your teenager refuses to ride in your car because it looks 

like a porcupine.
- You know the Latitude and Longitude of your home QTH.
- You go into the local Radio Shack store and the clerk asks 

you where something is.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Dec 2012 VE Report
 Congratulations!!  Here are the folks who passed tests at 
the Dec VE session:

NAME CALLSIGN  CLASS STATUS

Bill Koustenis WB3CII Extra Upgrade

Robert Driscoe KB3ZOV Technician NEW HAM

Afshin Sadeghi-
Dehkordi

KJ4ULB Extra Upgrade

Jay Wegner KB3ZOW Technician NEW HAM

Dale Wegner KB3ZOX Technician NEW HAM

Brayden Wiedman KB3ZOY Technician NEW HAM

William Lifsey KB3ZOZ Technician NEW HAM

Brenda / KB3ATI 

Prestidigitation On A Winter's Solstice

     A small quasi-literary offering from the NØAX archives to 
my many readers at the end of 2012. Keep it magical!

This quiet eve with all asleep
The time has come alone to keep
My schedule

Without a station's sign at hand
I simply tune across the band
To listen

Detecting falls of frozen flake
Faint cracklings distant nimbus make
Their message

This window onto blackest night
Envisioned through electric sight
Of wireless

A station under sun or star
From key or voice or touch afar
Is calling

Waves fly beyond to sky-bound plane
Yet gently bent to ground again
The signal

Whose fields my silent wires find
Imperatives electrons mind
In current

Miniscule yet well received
A miracle by me perceived
As magic

73, Ward NØAX

 And a Happy New Yea r



REPEATER FREQUENCIES

Davidsonville Millersville Glen Burnie Annapolis

147.105+ 147.075+

223.880- 224.560-

444.400+ 442.300+

PL: 107.2 for all repeaters
The 147.105 and 147.075 repeaters are frequently linked.  Please leave an extra second after the 

courtesy beep to allow the link to reset as well.

Visitors are welcome to all meetings and nets.  
Meetings are held in the Clubhouse at the 

Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, Queen Anne Bridge and Wayson Roads off
 MD Route 214 near Davidsonville, MD.  For en-route directions,

make initial contact on the 147.105 repeater.

Copyright © 2011 Anne Arundel Radio Club

              Wednesday Night Talk Net -- All are welcome   

8PM, On the AARC Repeater 147.105

                          Other Amateur Radio nets

Name Frequency Day Time
Morning Commuter Net 147.105+             PL 107.2 Weekdays 0600
AA County ARES Net 146.805-Mhz       PL 107.2 Sunday 2000
Baltimore Traffic Net 146.670-Mhz Daily 1830
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 3.820Mhz Daily 1800
MD-DC-DE Traffic Net 3.557Mhz Daily 1900 and 2200
Maryland Mobileers Net 146.805                PL107.2 Monday 1930
Maryland Slow Net 3.563 MHz Daily 1930
REACT Net 442.300+Mhz       PL107.2 1st Sunday 1930

http://www.bdb.com/~msn/


VE Team 2012 Year End Review
By Brenda Rose, KB3ATI

      The VE Team was very busy this year, giving 167 exams 
to  142  applicants  during  13  test  sessions.  86% of  those 
applicants  (123)  left  these  sessions  with  either  a  new 
license or an upgrade to an existing license. This reflects 
the level of preparation by all these folks. In 2012, the AARC 
VE team helped add 80 new hams to the hobby. At year end 
the  totals  for  each  license  class  are  as  follows:  73 
Technicians, 36 Generals, and 14 Extras.
     Special thanks to the many members of the VE Team, 
who made this a very successful year.  The AARC VE Team 
members are amongst the very best people  with whom I 
have ever had the pleasure to work and they do a terrific job 
every month.  Based on a normal  40 hour workweek, the 
volunteer hours for this year total just over two months of 
work for one individual.  Thanks to the 30 VEs who made 
this happen.  Seven of  these folks participated in six  or 
more of the 13 sessions held this year:

Number of Sessions VE
10 Holly Bevan / N3MB
9 Margaret Goldsberry / KB3LGC
9 Mike Montrose / KA2JAI
8 Ellen Thompson / N3EMI
6 Bob Delamarter / KB3MPR
6 Betsy Gibbs / W3HIH
6 Ryan Rose / AE3RR

Here is the list of the other 23 VEs, who participated in the 
2012 AARC VE test session:
Galen Barnaby / NY1T
David Blackshear / KB3THK
Glenn Bock / N3USP
Mike Brenza / WA3SKN
Gordon Davids / WJ3K
Kim Delamarter / KB3NGU
Richard Firestone /WR3F 
Larry Fletcher / K3SZN
Bob Frierson / WA3HOO
Geri Harlow / KB3NJT
Tom Hogevoll / K3TH
Rob Hurd / N3HU
Steve Kelly / K3BAY
Dick Maio / WW3R
Mark Murphy / KA3RNW
Barb Nixon / KB3LDM
Dudley Prisel / AB3DW
Oscar Ramsey / NV3G
Bob Rose / AA3RR
Chuck Shefflette / AB3CS
Chuck Tanner / K3ACT
Mike Watterson / K3MAW
John Williams / K8JW 

Finally,   thanks  to  Robbie  Delamarter  /  KB3PEB  for 
assisted as a paperwork runner for the larger sessions we 
held this year.

Minutes of the AARC Board of Directors 
Meeting

    The December  2012 meeting of  the AARC Board  of 
Directors was called to order at 7:33 pm by President Chuck 
Tanner, K2ACT.  Those present included President Chuck 
Tanner, K3ACT; Vice President, Jim Goldsberry, KB3NQY; 
Director  Bob  Jeter,  K3RSJ;  Director  Mike  Watterson, 
K3MAW; and Director Milford Craig, N3WYG.  Those Board 
Members absent  were Secretary,  George Socker,  N3YSA 
and  Treasurer,  Rick  Creager,  KK4GV.   Two  guests  were 
present,  Tom  Provenza,  N3LDH  and  Bruce  Strackbein, 
WR3Q.
     The minutes of the November 8, 2012 meeting were read 
and  accepted  with  changes.   From  those  minutes  a 
discussion  ensued  about  the  personnel  in  Anne  Arundel 
County  to contact for RACES, ECO, and Alternate EOC. 
Perhaps a chain of command for AARC and Anne Arundel 
County could be drawn up.
     A notation that the propane tank is 70% full.   A notation 
that the propane tank is 70% full.   There was no Treasurer 
report given. The President read the latest Bank Statement 
that had been received.  
     The meeting  presentation  was the  first  item on the 
agenda.  It was decided that the Program Chairman would 
contact some members of the club and develop a meeting 
agenda that  would  be very interesting and helpful  to  the 
club.   January  17,  2013  we  will  have  Bruce  Strackbein, 
WR3Q  giving  a  talk  and  demonstration  on  various 
measurement devices.  
     Discussion was then turned to Training and the view was 
put to the board that training has to be more than simply 
passing the license exam.  A proposed questionnaire is to 
be circulated to see what the club members would like to 
learn,  participate  in,  develop new areas of  amateur  radio 
expertise, etc.  One suggestion was to have an 'open forum 
night'.  We need to get licensed people to become amateur 
radio operators.  The club needs to help the Board is this 
area.  
     President Chuck Tanner injected that we need to get 
started on some of the projects the club is looking at.  These 
projects can run along side of training and will give a better 
environment in which to practice our hobby.  
     This brought about discussion status of the electronic 
key system and the security of the clubhouse.  Also, with 
Tom Provenza  in  attendance,  there  was  good  input  and 
decisions regarding the grounding ring to put together an 
order so that the club will know exactly what is needed and 
the amount of the expenditure.
   Bob  Jeter,  K3RSJ  has  stepped  down  as  the  Public 
Service Coordinator.  The Board thanks Bob for his tireless 
efforts  and  professionalism  he  provided  bringing  this 
important part of the club together.  This is where the club 
meets the public and Bob Jeter has been very important in 
getting the name of the Anne Arundel Radio Club in from of 
the  public.   Thanks was also expressed  for  all  the radio 
operators  who  handled  their  assignments  showing  the 
professionalism  and  ability  to  provide  a  seem-less  intra-
personnel  support  to  ensure that  the event  or  mission at 
hand was successfully  completed.   The Board is  actively 
recruiting for this position and, to coincide with the training 
aspect spoken above, the Board would like to develop an 



Assistant  Coordinator  who  could  learn  and  develop 
expertise in this area.
The Christmas Party coordinator, Kim Delamarter KN3NGU, 
has  been  very  busy  with  her  support  work  for  various 
emergency operations she has been involved in.   In fact, 
she will return within a day or two of the Christmas party. 
Thank you Kim for you dedicated service.
The following appointments were made:

Coordinator of Equipment Sales 
                         Ike Lawton W3IKE
Coordinator of Field Day 2013
                         Bob Rose AA3RR
Assistant Coordinator of Field Day 2013 
                         Bob Montagne K3REM
Coordinator of MDC QSO Party 2013  
                         Bob Rose          AA3RR
 Assistant Coordinator of MDC QSO Party 2012 
                         Mike Watterson  K3MAW
DFRC Representative
                         Mike Watterson  K3MAW

The club was approached to install a cell phone location on 
our tower.  After discussion, and especially with some input 
from one of the members, the Board declined the offer.

Verizon is to come out to install a FIOS line.  Chuck Tanner 
will be the primary lead on this operation.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

The next Board of Directors' Meeting is January 10, 2013.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Do you know the origin of ....?

Ham-

"Ham: a poor operator. A 'plug.'" 
     That's the definition of the word given in G. M. Dodge's 
The Telegraph Instructor even before radio. The definition 
has  never  changed  in  wire  telegraphy.  The  first  wireless 
operators were landline telegraphers who left their offices to 
go to sea or to man the coastal stations. They brought with 
them their language and much of the tradition of their older 
profession.
      In those early days, spark was king and every station 
occupied  the  same  wavelength-or,  more  accurately 
perhaps, every station occupied the whole spectrum with its 
broad  spark  signal.  Government  stations,  ships,  coastal 
stations and the increasingly numerous amateur operators 
all competed for time and signal supremacy in each other's 
receivers. Many of the amateur stations were very powerful. 
Two  amateurs,  working  each  other  across  town,  could 
effectively jam all  the other operations in the area.  When 
this happened, frustrated commercial operators would call 
the  ship  whose  weaker  signals  had  been  blotted  out  by 
amateurs  and  say  "SRI  OM THOSE #&$!@ HAMS ARE 
JAMMING YOU."   
     Amateurs, possibly unfamiliar with the real meaning of 

the term, picked it up and applied it to themselves in true 
"Yankee  Doodle"  fashion  and  wore  it  with  pride.  As  the 
years  advanced,  the  original  meaning  has  completely 
disappeared.

SOS-

     The amateur distress call, QRRR, grew from the purpose 
of the first organized amateur emergency nets. They were 
set up in cities along the Pennsylvania Railroad to aid the 
"Pennsy"  (and  later  other  railroads)  with  train 
communications  in  the  event  of  failure  of  the  railroad 
telegraph landlines--which were frequent. The signal QRR 
came to  be  used  to  indicate  that  the  calling  station  had 
railroad traffic related to some emergency. ARRL eventually 
adopted this call for use by any amateur who had distress 
traffic and later the call was changed to QRRR because of a 
conflict  in  definitions with  the international  Q signal QRR.
      One of the first distress calls was CQD, coined by the 
Marconi Company about 1904 from the "general  call"  CQ 
and the letter D for "distress." The main problem with CQD 
was that it was supposed to be used only by ships which 
subscribed to the Marconi radio system and ships of  one 
system were discouraged from communicating with ships or 
shore stations of other, competing, companies. The problem 
got so bad that  it  was taken up in the international  radio 
conference in 1906 where a new universal distress call was 
proposed.
      The  American  delegation  suggested  the  letters  NC 
which were already recognized in the International Signal 
Code  for  Visual  Signalling.  The  German  delegation 
proposed its own SOE which was already in use on German 
ships as a general inquiry signal similar to CQ (which was 
then  used  only  by  the  Marconi  system).  The  British 
delegation, of course, wanted to stick to the Marconi signal 
CQD.
    The convention found SOE acceptable except that the 
final  E  could  easily  be  lost  in  QRN so  the  letter  S  was 
substituted,  making  it  SOS.  The  convention  decided  that 
SOS  should  be  sent  as  a  single  code  character  with  a 
sound  unlike  any  other  character,  thus  arresting  the 
attention of anyone hearing it. So was officially adopted, but 
CQD remained in use for some years, particularly aboard 
British ships.
     It wasn't until 1912, after the Titanic disaster, that SOS 
became  universal  and  the  use  of  CQD  gradually 
disappeared. Titanic radio operator Jack Phillips sent both 
CQD and SOS to be sure that there couldn't possibly be any 
misunderstanding

Mayday-

     Incidentally, another distress call is used by aircraft in 
trouble throughout the world. We have all  heard the term 
"mayday" at some time. This, of course, has nothing to do 
with the first day in May. As it turns out, in French, the word 
"m'aidez"  means  "help  me".  Is  it  possible  that  American 
aviators  in  World  War I  picked  this  up from their  French 
comrades and mispronounced it  as the easily  recognized 
"mayday, mayday"? 




