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The Prez Sez . ..

The momentum is building.

Hot News! In March we had some outstanding presentations that really
filled the chairs in the clubhouse. If you missed the last couple of
presentations you missed a ton. Jeffery Slack, an Engineer from B.G.E. for
the last 35 years who, by the way, is a Ham, gave a great talk on B.G.E.
communications systems. Our own Barry Lazar talked about “Antenna
Radiation Patterns and Selecting Antennas”, and our own Gerry Burdette
talked about “Selecting and Using Radio Amateur Contact and Data Logging Software”.

Great Job guys! We had excellent attendance for your presentations.
We have some great stuff coming up . .. Look at the website for the upcoming programs.

Next Thursday April 5™ we have AARC member Frank Piazza, “Managing the Operation of a Multiuse
Antarctic Amateur Radio Station.” Don’t miss this one.

Good News! 1 told you last month we sponsored the Anne Arundel Regional Science and Engineering
Fair. Our Judges were Gerry Burdette, John Crawford and Tony Young. They picked two projects that
were outstanding. Come to the meeting on Thursday April 5", see the projects, and the creators will be
there to explain their exceptional projects.

1% Place Natarin Bradley, 2" Place Austin Lund
The best news is: both of them were in the Tech Class last week.

Outstanding News!  We now have co-coordinators for Field Day -- not just one -- but two guys with a heck
of a lot of experience and very active in the club. This year Rob Hurd and Barry Lazar have volunteered to
lead us through a great Field Day. It's the end of March and they are already putting the plans together for
a June Field Day. These are the go-to guys, not the do-all-the-work guys, so when they ask you to help
please be there for them. Come out for Field Day; stay all night if you can. Field Day is the most exciting
time of year for Hams. Go ahead and mark your calendars now to be there.

Friday, June 22, for Set up, June 23™ 1400 thru 1400 on the 24™ On the Air

Please volunteer to Operate, Set up, or Tear Down, or All Three

Don't forget to sign up for the upcoming Public Ser vice Events.

April 7th & 8" Roedown Fred / K3LMR
April 29" Walk for the Animals Stan / N3PPJ
May 6™ Bay Bridge Walk Ted / K3TED

Our coordinators put a ton of effort into pulling these events together, please support them.

Great people, with a common interest, having fun. Bob Montagne K3REM
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Calendar of Events

Meetings

April 5 Business Meeting

April 12 Board Meeting

April 19 Program Meeting: Contesting, “Why Bother?
Contesting for little Pistols” Dan Zeitlin K2YWE

I \\
June 16 AARC Picnic — Coordinator Needed!
June 23-24 Field Day 2007

VE Testing Schedule

Second Saturday of each month - AARC - Robert Rose / AA3RR, 410-437-8193
Third Saturday of each month - Laurel ARC - John Creel, 301-572-5124

To all exams bring:
Picture ID
Social Security Number or FCC Registration Number (FRN)
ORIGINAL and a COPY of current FCC amateur radio license
ORIGINAL and a COPY of all element credits (e.g., FCC letters, old licenses or
unexpired Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination-CSCE).

ARRL Membership Reminder
Free Money for AARC!

ARRL Affiliated Clubs receive a commission for every new ARRL membership and renewal they submit to
ARRL Headquarters. Clubs retain a portion of the dues for each regular or senior membership submitted
to ARRL Headquarters:
Clubs retain $15 for each new membership OR lapsed membership (of two years or more).
Clubs retain $2 for each renewal. ARENEWING MEMBER can renew at anytime, even before
their current membership term expires.
Send your application and payment (made out to AARC) to the club treasurer.
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AARC STAFF - 2007

President:
Vice Pres.:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors:

Trustee:
DFRC Rep:

Public Relations:

ARES/RACES:

Joint 440 Comm:

Facilities Mgr.:
Public Service:
Training:
Repeater Ops:
Programs:
Shack Ops:

VE Team:
Packet Radio:
Newsletter:
Web Page:

Field Day:

MD Slow Net:
ARRL Affil.:

OFFICERS

Bob Montagne / K3REM

Lisa Fairbank / K3LUV

Kim Delamarter / KB3NGU
Manaen Schlabach / KB3ANQD
Fred Koester / K3LMR

Oscar Ramsey / NV3G

John Williams / K8JW

REPRESENTATIVES

301-464-4377
410-741-1022
410-867-4678
410 551-4524
410-643-2020
301-262-3392
410-647-7406

Buck Watson / KC3Y

Bob Delamarter / KB3AMPR
Holly Bevan / N3MB

Ron Boller / N3WOF

John Williams / K8JW

COMMITTEE COORDINATORS

410-255-0896
410-867-4678
410-923-0229
410-956-6127
410-647-7406

Bill Rynone / WB2EIQ
Ted Redick/K3TED

Bob Montagne / K3REM
John Williams / K8JW

Bill Rynone / WB2EIQ
Gerald Burdette / NSADY
Robert Rose / AA3RR

Eric Fairbank / N3EF
Robert Rose / AA3RR
Barry Lazar / K3NDM
Andrea Montrose / KB3YLW
Skip Johnson / K3FOR
Dave Evartt / N6TAU
Barry Lazar / K3NDM
Robert Hurd / N3HU
Bruce Stewart / W8CPG
Anthony Young / WA3YLO

410-263-0794
410-647-2795
301-464-4377
410-647-7406
410-263-0794
410-956-6216
410-437-8193
410-741-1022
410-437-8193
410-757-5510
410-987-3858
410-349-2950
410-439-2319
410-757-5510
410-757-6527

301-262-1917

k3rem@verizon.net
lisa.fairbank@eds.com
rdelamarte@aol.com
manaen@verizon.net
fkoester@friend.ly.net
nv3g@juno.com
k8jw@toad.net

kc3y@aol.com
rdelamarte@aol.com
n3mb@arrl.net
n3wof@arrl.net
k8jw@toad.net

rynone_eng@juno.com
tredick@verizon.net
k3rem@verizon.net
k8jw@toad.net
rynone_eng@juno.com
glburdett@comcast.net
aa3rr@verizon.net
fairbank@usna.edu
aa3rr@verizon.net
k3ndm@arrl.net
kb3ylw@comcast.net
k3for@arrl.net
davee@wehali.com
k3ndm@arrl.net
n3hu@arrl.net
stewarts@countryroadswv.com
tonyy3@verizon.net




AARC Business Meeting for March 1 2007

Officers present for the meeting were:

Bob Montagne / K3REM President Lisa Fairbank / K3LUV Vice President
Kim Delamarter / KB3NGU Secretary Manaen Schlabach / KB3NQD Secretary
Fred Koester / K3LMR Director Oscar Ramsey / NV3G Director

John Williams / K8JW Director

Bob Montagne welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming. We opened with the pledge and name and call
signs. He stated that it would be a short business meeting because we have a guest speaker from BG&E, Jeff Slack.
Jeff was supposed to give his presentation in February but the meeting was cancelled due to the ice storm.

Bob thanked all the club members who volunteered to teach the upcoming Technician class. We have enough
teachers plus 5 extras to fill in if needed.

Updates were given on upcoming service events. Volunteers are still needed for the events.

John Williams was contacted with a request for the club to help with a marathon in September. He will be getting
more details soon. John also reported some trouble with the 805 repeater. Work is being done to get it fixed.

Manaen reported that the membership drive expires March 2, 2007. Anyone wanting to renew should do so
immediately. The new hats have arrived. Anyone wanting them customized should let Lisa Fairbank know. The cost
is $10 per hat plus $5 if you want it customized.

Bob introduced the guest speaker Jeff Slack / KA3DYO from BG&E. Jeff has been a Ham since 1979. He has
worked for BG&E for 35 years. He works with the communication systems there. Jeff gave us some history of the
communication system at BG&E and how it has evolved to where it is today. He included information about their
antennas, radios and towers. There was a question and answer period at the end. Bob presented Jeff with a plaque
and a small token of appreciation.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Kim Delamarter / KB3ANGU / Secretary



AARC Board Meeting for March 8, 2007

Officers present for the meeting were:

Bob Montagne / K3REM President Lisa Fairbank / K3LUV Vice President
Kim Delamarter / KB3NGU Secretary Fred Koester / K3LMR Director
Oscar Ramsey / NV3G Director John Williams / K8JW Director

Columbia Marathon groups wants to have a triathlon in Annapolis in early September. They would like us to provide
communication support. John Williams will follow up and get more details.

John is also looking into the use of on EchoLink hook-up that AMSTAT-DC has requested to use. We have someone
in the club who possibly would let us use his EchoLink hook-up.

2007 ARRL Award -- Do we want to nominate someone for award? Discussion followed and it was decided that we
would probably submit several names for the Award.

Manaen gave an update on the membership drive. We have 235 who have applied for membership with 2 of these
now being silent keys. Manaen also gave a treasury report.

Lisa gave an update on the Club Roster. It should be ready in approximately 2 weeks.

We also discussed the problem of doors being left unlocked. We are checking on installing cipher locks. Bob
Delamarter is checking with the county to see if there is any problem with this.

John Williams gave a report on the B & A Trail marathon. The only complaint was that they used simplex instead of
the repeater. Other than that, everything went well.

We are still working on selling the surplus equipment that we have. Tony and Oscar are working on pricing the
equipment. We are looking at possibly advertising the information in the newsletter. We are also going to have a
mini-hamfest at the club picnic on June 16.

The Club picnic and Field Day were discussed. We are still looking for someone to coordinate each of these events.
It was decided that we would again have the picnic up near the clubhouse.

Tony Young gave a report from the Science Fair. There were 2 winners. They were awarded a Technician manual,
an invitation to the upcoming Tech Class and, once they receive their ticket, an HT.

Kim Delamarter informed the Board that her church has a soda machine they are not using. They would be willing to
let the club have it for a donation to their Youth Group, to use for their mission trip. It was decided to give a $300
donation.

Kim also suggested that we have someone be an official “greeter” at all club meetings. The greeter would see that
visitors or new members be met, and introduced to other members of the club. Also they would make sure they got
information about the club and an invitation and application to join. Anyone who would like to volunteer to do this --
please let a board member know.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40.
Kim Delamarter / KB3ANGU / Secretary

AARC Program Meeting for March 18, 2007

Officers present for the meeting were:

Bob Montagne / K3REM President Lisa Fairbank / K3LUV Vice President
Kim Delamarter / KB3NGU Secretary Manaen Schlabach / KB3NQD Treasurer
Fred Koester / K3LMR Director Oscar Ramsey / NV3G Director

Bob Montagne opened the meeting with the Pledge. He then thanked the three judges from the Science Fair. There
were 2 winners, Austin and Bradley. They were given an invitation to join the Tech Class and the Manual to study.
Upon getting their license they will be awarded an HT. Austin attended the first Tech Class but Bradley was unable to
attend due to another obligation on Saturday mornings.

We went around and introduced ourselves with name and call. There were new people there and this was a good
way to meet everyone.



Bob made several announcements. The old batteries were removed from the field and taken to the dump. We are
still looking for someone to get rid of the scrap metal and old towers that we have.

Bob thanked Bill Rynone for all his work on organizing our presentations. We have speakers for the next several
months. Austin and Bradley, the Science Fair winners, are going to present their projects at the next meeting.

We had the first Tech Class on March 10. Bob Rose and Steve Kelly gave a great introduction. We had 10 class
members including our science fair winner. Also that day there was testing with many upgrading to the General License.

Lisa Fairbank had the new hats for sale. If you would like your hat customized please let Lisa know.

We still need coordinators for the picnic on Junel6 and Field Day on June 22-24. Lisa and Eric have coordinated
Field Day in the past and have a good blue print for the new coordinator to use. We need someone to step forward
and take on one of these events.

We have two public service events in April. On the 1% there is the Cherry Pit Run and on April 8-9 we have Roedown.
We are still looking for volunteers for these events.

Bob wrapped up the business part of the meeting and introduced our 2 guest speakers. Barry Lazar gave the first
presentation entitled “Real Antennas that Really Work”. The second presentation was “Computer Logging Software”
given by Gerry Burdett. Both presentations were very informative and useful. The presentations were enjoyed by all.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 followed by cake for Holly’s 91*' birthday.
Kim Delamarter / KB3ANGU / Secretary

This year Rob Hurd / N3HU and Barry Lazar / K3NDM have agreed to lead
us through a great Field Day. They are putting the plans together now.

Friday, June 22, for Set up
June 23™ 1400 thru 1400 on the 24" On the Air
Please volunteer to: Operate, Set up, or Tear Down, All Three

WHETHER OR NOT -- THE WEATHER NET

It seems to us that technology has overtaken the weather net. What with NOAA, cell phones, and
Skywarn, boaters have many alternatives.

For the past several years it has been increasingly difficult to recruit net controllers and, at the
same time, check-ins have steadily declined.

The result of this is that the president and the board of directors of the AARC have decided to
discontinue the club weather net.

Lew and | would like to thank each of you who have participated over the years. It was fun and
provided a valuable service.

73's and 88's

Margie Currey / KA3PQP and Lew Hendrixson / N3IJK



From Mildred / KC4QYJ from my winter home in Florid a

This little real life story was written by Rick / WB9IJW and was printed in the February 2007 issue of my
ham club paper here in Lake Wales, The Lake Wales Repeater Association. It is reprinted here with
permission to put in the AARC newsletter.

A True Life Story

Let me nudge your memory a little bit this month! If | were to ask you what you were doing on June 23 1990,
and where you were about 3 P.M. in the afternoon, could you quickly respond with an answer? If | asked
you what you were wearing on your head much less on your body, could you give me an answer even with
a little thought process? How about when you received your first ham ticket, when, where, and how did you
use it? Could you tell me that you saved the world or something of lesser value and be honest about it?

Well, let me tell you a very special story | encountered after a ham breakfast when | was in a grocery store.

Sunday morning January 21, 2007 | was in a grocery store getting ready to leave the store and as | walked
through the door, | met a friend | hadn’t seen for some time and he asked if | was still a ham operator, to
which | said yes and finished the QSO and started to head for the truck. Just then a man behind me yelled
at me and introduced himself to me and told me that he heard me say | was a ham. | said yes, and he said
he had a story to tell me about ham radio and his experience with a ham radio operator on June 23 1990. |
stood in awe and silence as he related his story of the events of that day and also marveled at the details
he could remember so vividly. This man said he was in his 80s now but would not have been here had it
not been for a ham operator that saved his life on that day. | tried to ask him some questions but he didn’t
need me to ask. He felt compelled to explain and thank amateurs everywhere for the public service
amateur radio provides.

Now, the Rest of the Story

This gentleman’s first name is Steve but he desired to be anonymous. He was on the east coast of Florida
swimming and boating during the summer as most tourists do, and offshore a little too much, and decided
to swim just a little more before going in. He jumped back into the ocean as well as most of his family and
in a few minutes the worst started to happen. His family spotted a shark but he made sure all of the family
got back into the boat before he got in. The shark tore into his left leg and caught some of his hand. One
more attack and the shark would have had all of him. Now the good part: Just as all of this was going on,
a ham (unknown) was speeding by and saw what was going on and quickly stopped, radioed for help on

his radio and then jumped into the water with a gun. The shark was killed and Steve was loaded into the
boat and they started to head for shore. Due to the fact that this ham had radioed in actually saved Steve’s
life because the Coast Guard was there in 3 to 5 minutes.

Steve said he would be forever grateful to him and to all amateurs for the rest of his life. BTW . .. He looked
great and you wouldn’t know he only had one real leg!

March 2007 VE Test Results
de AA3RR

The March 10" exam session was a bit different than most and not only because this was the first exam
session in which there would not be an element 1 (Morse code) exam offered. For the past six years,
we've averaged 11 applicants in March with a high of 19 and a low of 5. By Friday, March 9", only two
applicants pre-registered for this session. The low humber of pre-registered applicants usually means one
of two things: We're not going to have many applicants show up or we're going to be inundated. On March
10™, 2007 we had 23 applicants show up for testing and paperwork upgrades. We processed all of the
exams, paperwork upgrades and the other exam-related paperwork in just under two hours.

(continued)
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We administered 20 exams to 18 applicants as shown below:

Seven Element 2 (Technician) exams (6 passes/1 failure)
Eleven Element 3 (General) exams (8 passes/3 failures)
Two Element 4 (Amateur Extra) exams (2 passes/O failures)

As a result of the testing, six new hams (Five Technician and One General Class Hams) walked out of the
test session. If you hear them on the air please give them a warm welcome to the exciting world of amateur
radio:

Von Garrison — KB30SD - Technician John Lindley — KB3OSG — Technician
Robert Curtin — KB3OSE — General Brett Cosor — KB3OSH — Technician
Tim Velasquez — KB3OSF — Technician Charlene Perry — KB3OSI - Technician

Seven hams upgraded to General by examination:

Paul Lenharr Il = KB3ANDS Howard Jones Jr — WN3CAM
Brodia Bass — N3BYJ Richard Masse — KB3LUG
Larry Major — KB3KAK David Kane — KB3OLI

Bill Kelly — NAGUN

Two hams upgraded to Amateur Extra by examination:
Ronald Bell - AB3ES Oscar Leary Jr — KB3IIF

Five Hams received a paperwork upgrade to the license class indicated as a result of previously passing
the required elements:

Eugene Risso — KB3MDH — General Brett Hammond — KB3MGP — Amateur Extra
Joseph Duggan Sr — KB3MNZ — General David Hanson — KB3KZT - General
Gregory Daum — KB3NNQ — General

Congratulations to everyone who earned their initial license and to those who upgraded their existing
license.

| received oral comments from most of the applicants and one written comment shown below. The
common thread among all of the comments was the dedication, professionalism, helpfulness and warm
and friendly attitude of the VE Team which resulted in a comfortable and pleasant experience.

Just had to write a small appreciation letter for your club members. | came in last Saturday
for my first ham license after thirty plus years of working in two-way communications. All of
your VE staff and club members made me feel very comfortable. It was a very pleasant
experience thank-you.

Bob Curtin
PS: And | will be back for my extra test.

Thanks to the following hams who volunteered to participate in this month’s test session. You folks make
this fun (and an adventure sometimes)!

Brenda / KB3ATI Tom / K3TH Dudley / AB3DW
Ellen / N3EMI Steve / K3BAY Rich / WwW3zz
Holly / N3MB Harold / N3FDH Larry / K3SZN
73
Bob/AA3RR



In the News!

In a bold move the Federal Communications Commission has decided to deregulate the Amateur Radio Service.
This comes at a time when budget cuts within the Commission are forcing its Enforcement Bureau to shut down by 1
June 2007.

A spokesperson for the Commission stated that since Amateur Radio operators are supposed to be self-policing that
this new move "should not pose a problem”. And that it would also "solve the whole issue of restructuring”.

This news has come as quite a shock to many in the Amateur Radio community, striking up many heated debates.
"Basically we're being told that we're on our own as of 1 January, 2008", said a high-level League staff member.

In the interim between June 1st, 2007 and January 1st, 2008 Amateur Radio operators are expected to act just as
they do now. "Nothing's changed yet, and all the rules and regulations are still in effect," said a spokesperson for the
Commission.

All of this is set to change however, starting in 2008. On 1 January 2008 Amateur Radio in the United States will
cease to exist as an official radio service. At that time it will be up to the operators to make up their own rules and
regulations and to enforce them.

To clarify one other issue, "call signs that have not already been issued will all be available on the ‘honor system',"
said another Commission spokesperson. The band-plans and power limitations are expected to stay the same.

Look for more information on this late-breaking news story as it becomes available.

On another note... If you're still reading this, April Fools!!!

You Know you’re a Ham if:

you buy electrical black tape in ten packs.

you've stripped wire with your teeth.

you've told your son that, "One day, all this will be yours", and he doesn't respond.

you'd rather help a buddy put up a new tower than m  ow the lawn.

you've grabbed the wrong end of a soldering iron.

you start giving out RST reports when you are on th e telephone.

the propagation forecast means far more to you than the local weather forecast.

the microphone or visual aids at a meeting don't wo rk and you rush up to the front to fix it.
you tell the XYL, when she notices a new rig in the shack, why that has been there for years.
your watch is set only to UTC.

at night, when you pray, it starts off something li ke: CQ CQ CQ GOD DE (your callsign).
you ever had to patch your roof after an antenna pr  oject.

Ham radio magazines comprise more than 50% of your bathroom library.

you ever put a GPS tracker in the XYL's car, justs o you could watch her on APRS.

you and the XYL took a cruise so you could visit th e radio room.

you ever tapped out HI in Morse on your car horn to another ham.

you ever had an antenna fall down.

your teenager refuses to ride in your car because i  tlooks like a porcupine.

you know the Latitude and Longitude of your home QT H.

you go into the local Radio Shack store and the cle  rk asks you where something is.

-10 -



12 *

5%
*3

7812981(2: |
<

%=6>73&

, 10

||2+

||2+

"$6 12
5 $+

)

'%

+*

-11 -



MARYLAND SLOW NET NEWSLETTER

March 2007
February Honor Roll (15+ check-ins) February Statistics
VE1CB, W8CPG, WE2G, KG2HA Sessions: 31 Minute&0
VE2KRM, WBILBI, N3ZOC QTC: 80 QONI: 260

TO: MSN

FROM: W8CPG

Student News
Welcome Paul/KC20VN, Newburgh, NY; Jerry/WB2CAKcHBerville, NJ; and Hi again to
Hans/WA1UFO, Conway, NH. Hans has been delayethiriing the course because of illness — a
welcome card to H. Hildebrand, PO Box 1272, Conviéty,03818 might cheer him up and encourage
him to join in. The melting snow in the Holler wadalse alarm, but even after the 10 incher df las
week, we hope spring will arrive - it’s still a gbchance to get started ‘afore the grass greens up.

Net Protocol
When QNZ the Net please remember to turn off theX\V@herwise you are tuning up on the air and
sending an unidentified signal.
NCS - because of the crowded band please look diplawn from the Net frequency to check on
availability or QRM before dispatching Studentdsd please be sensitive to Students advising of
QRM/N at their location which you may not be aldéhear, and adjust QNY to accommodate this.
Students, listen to your Instructor and the NCfSasked a question such as QRK? please respond as
your answer will affect what your Instructor or N@Gtay ask you to do.
Remember — the Receive Station is called firstffoor tng as it iis responsibility to find a clear
frequency in the vicinity of the QNY, armbth Student and Instructor arerteve in the direction sent
until a clear spot is found. The Receive Station should call the Instrus®reral timesso the
Instructor may find you. QNY becomes much mordlehging in the heavy QRM, but we can do it.

Around The Net
I’'m sad to report that Lew Norwood/KA3AKC becam8&Ia following a heart attack in February. He
was a pillar of the MSN, a great Instructor andwié miss his firm and talented fist.
Frank/N3ZOC added to his bio on QRZ an advertise¢rioethe MSN, e.g. “Join us on the MSN at 7:30
pm local on 3563 kHZ and enroll in the trainingssa It's one-on-one instruction with the student
setting the pace. Net Mgr, Bruce/W8CPG will gladtid you to the roster and provide student
guidance material. Liaison lessons are tailoredfe NTS regions where you are located”. Thisou
be a great long term promotion for the MSN and & t@aenhance your QRZ biography.
Welcome back to Gery/VE2KRM, an active and deditdmetructor, with a very strong QRP signal.

Cryptoquips and Philosophy du Jour

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teachan to fish and he will sit in a boat drinkingeball day
— (Unkn). Love your neighbor, yet don’t pull doywur fence — Poor Richard’s Almanac.

Happy St. Patrick’'s Day De WBCPG
MSN NET ASSIGNMENTS
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
MSNNCS  K40SO  N3WK VEICB  WBOLBI  K3IN N3ZOC  AA3SB
ALT. NCS AKAGY KB3HOO
MDD REP  W3CB N3WK N3ZOC K3IN KC3Y AA3SB

73, Bruce/W8CPG AR
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